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The home of modern country 


Interiors & 
inspiration 


8 May The things we can’t 
live without 

63 Home notes 

58 •Pops of pattern 

Playful prints and subtle pastels 
cheer up spring rooms 

68 Good to grow Pretty, practical 
buys for green-fingered people 

99 The country decorator 

New ways of using floor tiles 

Creative crafts 


SEt&S OF LOVE 


63 This month’s online make 

Sew a layered cushion. Find out 
how at countiy-days.co.uk 

74 • Be inspired by birds Simple 
paper crafts that celebrate our 
feathered friends 

Home 

improvements 


Country Homes 


85 • Projects, plans & dreams 
Conservatories, bathroom 
storage, range cookers » 


•Dorset cottage Surrounded by 
bluebells, a thatched property 
comes into its own every spring 

• East Sussex barn 
conversion a crumbhng Hint 
stable has become a stunning 
open-plan family home 

•Yorkshire village house 

Knocking through rooms 
has breathed new hfe into 
a former guest house 

•West Sussex townhouse 
The owners of a house with 
mulhoned windows have made 
their home lighter and brighter 

PLUS Get-the-look ideas 
for every home 


• ON THE COVER 









15 Garden notes 

102 Growing gracefully starting 
a garden from scratch has been 
a joy for a couple in Wiltshire 

110 Plant a flower meadow 
Consider a more nature- 
friendly alternative to lawn 
to attract bees and butterflies 

Just for you 

131 Travel offer Tours of Italy’s 
finest lakes and cities 

133 Save 20% at Heathcote 
& Ivory Shop for fragrant 
treats for you or your home 

142 Subscribe to Country 
Homes & Interiors 

145 Travel offer UK breaks for 
lovers of art and architecture 


Seasonal food 


Food notes 

• My perfect weekend food 

Rosie Birkett’s feel-good menu 

Lifestyle 


141 Coming next issue 

147 Shopping directory All the 
contact details and websites 
featured in this issue 


Out & about notes 

• Enter the My Country 
Business Awards 2015 
starting your own company? 

You could win expert advice 

My ki nd of country 

Designer Ashley Thomas loves 
life in the Peak District 

• 10 ways to make life lovely 
Happy thoughts and ideas for 
fashion, eco, travel and more 

My country business 
Illustrator Sue Scullard hves 
and works in Kent 

My favourite view Tamara 
Heber-Percy looks out from Loch 
Ewe in the Northwest Highlands 
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Subscribe today... 

..from just £33.99 a year 

(saving 40% on the 
full price). 

See page 142 for details. 


• ON THE COVER 















THE DIFFERENCE 
IS IN THE DETAIL 

Visit our website smallbone.co.uk 
or call 020 7589 5998 


© reg design & design right 
Part of the Canburg Group 




Gome into our world... 


Country Homes 8e Interiors is so much more 
than a magazine. You can download us every 
month digitally whatever your device or 
platform - iPad or iPhone, Kindle Fire, Nook, 
Zinio, Kobo and Google Play For details, check 
out housetohome.co.uk/digital-editions 




For the latest Country Homes & Interiors online 
features and social media chat, find us at 



Coxmtry Days blog: country-days. co.xik 
facebook.com/coxmtryhomesandinteriors 
twitter, com/countryhomesmag 
pinterest.com/countryhomesmag 
instagram.com/coxmtryhomesmag 
Website: housetohome. co.xok/ coxmtryhomesandinteriors 


Inspirational 
ideas for 
spring, 
summer, 
autumn 
and winter 



1 00 style 
ideas for 
the beach 
inspired 
home 


Go to housetohome.co.uk/digital-editions 


Do you have 
a question? 

General enquiries 
020 3148 7190 
Subscription enquiries 
0844 848 0848 
Decorating enquiries 
020 3148 7197 

Special offers 0800 138 2826 
Advertising enquiries 

Display 020 3148 7631; 
Classified 020 3148 2635; 
International 020 3148 7620 
Back issues 01733 370800, 
mags-uk. com/timeinc 


Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark 
Street, London SE1 OSU, 020 3148 5000. 
Website: timeincuk.com. ©TIME INC. (UK) LTD 
201 5. Distributed by Marketforce (UK) Ltd, 
Blue Ein Building, 110 Southwark Street, London 
SE1 OSU, 020 3148 3457. 

Country Homes & Interiors, ISSN 0951-3019, 
is published monthly, 12 times a year. 
Manuscripts and illustrations are welcome 
but on the understanding that we cannot 
be liable for their safe custody or return. We 
are sorry that manuscripts and illustrations 
cannot be returned, nor letters answered or 
acknowledged unless sent with a stamped 
addressed envelope. Published monthly by 
Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. Colour origination by 
Rhapsody. Printed by the Polestar Group. 
Country Homes & Interiors is sold subject to 
the following conditions, namely that it shall 
not, without the written consent of the 
publishers first given, be lent, resold, hired out 
or otherwise disposed of by way of trade at 
more than the recommended selling price 
shown on the cover (selling price in Eire 
includes VAT) and that it shall not be lent, 
resold, hired out or otherwise disposed of 
in a mutilated condition or in any unauthorised 
cover by way of trade or affixed to or as part 
. of any publication or advertising literary 
or pictorial matter whatsoever. 


COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS MAGAZINE One-year full subscription rate (1 2 issues), including 
postage and packaging: UK £57; Europe €1 48.40; North America $1 88.70; USA Direct Entry $1 48.40; 
Rest of World £1 75.60. Eor subscription enquiries from the UK, please call 0844 848 0848; from overseas, 
please call -i-44 (0)330 3330 233; or email magazinesdirect@quadrantsubs.com 
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May is a cheerful month, I always think. The countryside feels 
full of flourishing, feel-good sights - from the dehcate creamy- 
white blossom of hawthorn to pretty-as-a-picture garden tulips. 
These pops of seasonal colour are eagerly anticipated by us all, 
and inspired the team as we crafted the features in this month’s 
issue. Meet Yvonne Henness, who fell in love with the bluebell 
wood belonging to the thatched Dorset cottage in which she now 
lives (page 20). Take inspiration from playful patterns in soft 
pastels to bring laid-back charm to rooms (page 58), and learn 
how to grow annual and perennial flower meadows in single 
or multi colourway s (page 110). You can also enjoy a perfect 
weekend menu with the lovely food writer and styhst 
Rosie Birkett, as she shares her relaxed recipes for days off 
(page 121). Finally, don’t miss your opportunity to enter the 
My Country Business Awards 2015 - see page 54 for all the 
details and your chance to win a money-can’t-buy prize package. 
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PS... Save 20% on Heathcote &? Ivory’s 
new fragrance range, Lily of the Valley. 
To take advantage of our special 
discount, see page 133. 
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Lace tablecloth, similar from £70, 
Quintessential English. Trestle table, similar 
from Ikea. Stool, for similar try 
St Ives, £60; chair (left), for similar try Suzy,- 
£69, both John Lewis. Shell windchime, for 
similar try Capiz Solar, £46.50, Windchimes 
Corner. Other items, stylist's own. 













Lily of the Valley eau de toilette, SOrnl, 
t £8, Heathcote & Ivory. See page 133 for 
an exclusive 20% discount. 



Adding a strip of lace to a glass lantern for ^ 
flickering candlelight in the garden as dusk falls. 
Glass tealight holder, sinnilar from £4.95, Nkuku. 



Country days 



PINTEREST 

For more things we 
can't live without, 

follow US at 
countryhomesmag 


1 Tea in a beautiful i'cu'p.. Lily of the Valley cup and saucer, H6cm, £16, 

Joanna Wbod. 2, Traditional country storage. Columbia Road shelf unit, 

H81 xW98xD21 qm, £229, BHS. 3 Scandi style in the kitchen. Green Doodle 
Flower tea fowef, £1 2, Jangneus. 4 Snuggling up in soft Merino wool. Twill 
& Granite throw, col Lime, 120x220cm, £160, Scarlet & Argent. 5 Chic lighting 
ideas. Libra Cowes candle lantern^,tJ66x26cnn sq, £160; John Lew’fs- » 


Messing about on 
the river in stylish 
footwear. Kate boat 
shoes, col Mustard, 
£65, Hotter. 
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County days 
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Grove chair in Santana, 
col Lime, £629; Karinda 
console table, £479; 
Garden Linen cushion, 
£25; Jute rug, £59, all 
Marks & 


Spencer. 


6 Chalk reminders. Wooden heart memo blackboard, H45.5cm, £15, Sainsbury's. 

7 Putting our feet up. Maud footstool, H48xW80xD40cm, £255, Sofa.com. 

8 Seasonal salads in a colourful bowl. Folk Border serving bowl, 23cm diameter, 
£49.95, Emma Bridgewater. 9 Stitched spring flowers. Etrevert Pollen cushion 
cover, 45cm sq, £74.95, Yves Delornne. 1 0 Cute details on the dressing table. 
Gisela Graham bottle with stopper, HI 6cm, £7.50, The Contemporary Home. 


Set- it, {to, it, t^^^v it 


Go wild at Scotland’s Big 
Nature Festival on s3-24 

May at Levenliall Links near 
Edinburgh. Try a seabird cruise, 
dawn-chorus walks and pond 
dipping, scottishbirdfair.org.uk. 

Celebrate May Day in 

Wiltsbire at the Downton 
Cuckoo Fair on 2 May with 
•' traditional maypole and morris 
dancing, visitwiltshire.co.uk. 

Write poems inspired 
by the country at cheisea 
Physic Garden’s Creative Writing 
workshop on 22 May, &95, 
chelseaphysicgarden. co.uk. 

Help endangered honey 

bees - leave ^ a shallow bowl of 

;r_ 

water in your garden for them 
to drink from on' warm days. 




White metal birdhouse decoration, 
H5cm, £3.99, Retreat Home. 
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FEATURE CAROLINE RODRIGUES, (EVENTS) TARA KING PHOTOGRAPHS (MAIN, LANTERN) JELTJE JANMAAT/HOUSE OF PICTURES 
(MOODBOARD) KATIE HOWEY/RHAPSODY STYLING (MAIN, LANTERN) JELTJE JANMAAT/HOUSE OF PICTURES, (MOODBOARD) TAMARA KELLY 
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(Clockwise, from top left) Muguet fabrics, cols Emerald/lvory 
and Egg Shell Blue, £47 m, Sanderson. Lace side plate, £8; 
Sandringham cake fork, sold as part of seven-piece set with 
cake slice, £35; Sandringham teaspoon, sold as part of 
24-piece cutlery set, £120, all Shabby Chic collection. House 
of Fraser. Totak wallpaper, £36 a roll, Levande collection. 
Scion. Alvine Spets sheer curtain, £1 0 a pair, Ikea. Kraft photo 
corners, £4.75 for 252; Khadi Papers scrapbook; handmade 
papers, all from a selection, Paperchase. Paint Spot wallpaper, 
col Custard/Apple, £57 a roll. Little Greene. Paint chart 
colours, from £38 for 2.5L Natural Emulsion, Edward Bulmer 
Pots of Paint. Easton fabric, col Sand, £24 m, Clarke & Clarke. 
Verdi bowl and plates, part of a 1 2-piece dining set, £49.50, 
Marks & Spencer. Bespoke 'May Day' illustrated party invitation, 
£2.50, Bash. Sisal Alexandra flooring, col Tofu, £42.45 sq m. 
Sisal & Seagrass. Brinley Cilantro fabric, £49.50 m, Romo. 
Sage green twine, £3, Pipii. All other items, stylist's own. 



COOKING PASSION SINCE 1877 


THE ONLY OVEN WITH THE DISAPPEARING DOOR NOW.CLEANS 
ITSELF TOO - THAT’S WHY COOKAHOLICS USE SLIDE&HIDE® 


As a Cookaholic, we know you’d rather spend your time in the 
kitchen getting closer to your cooking. That’s why our new ovens 
feature the unique Sliide&Hide® door and Pyrolytic self-cleaning 
system. The Pyrolytic programme turns oven spills into ash, 
all you need to do is wjpe it clean afterwards. 


To find out more about our new ovens visit neff.co.uk/cookaholics 


Cooking inspires people. People inspire us 






FEATURE TARA KING PHOTOGRAPH (BOOK) RHAPSODY 



MEET OUR FAVOURITE 
DESIGNER MAKER 


Nic Webb 

Nic handcrafts spoons and 
Other utensils from wood, 
using traditional tools that 
once belonged to his great- 
great-grandfather, a journeyman 
who worked as a carpenter 
in Devon, back in the 1800s. 
How do you make your 
spoons? I work with axes, 
chisels, knives and other 
traditional hand tools. My 
spoons are made from 
greenwood - a fresh, living, 
unseasoned wood that's softer 
and easier to carve. They're 
then shaped and left to dry. 
What materials do you like 
to work with? I see wood, 
ceramic, metal and paint as 
primal materials. They have 
an organic purity that allows 
me freedom when it comes 
to creating new pieces. 

What's your business ethos? 
To produce simple objects of 
the finest quality and design. 
Tell us about your workshops. 
At the end of the day, each 
student will have made a spoon 
and will have gained the skills 
needed to make more unaided. 
What inspires you? The 
opportunity to convey and 
communicate ideas of worth. 
Your artistic style in three 
words? Organic, pure 

and free. 

Nic Webb, 
07798 
906551, 
nicwebb. 
com. 





Tallulah stencil, 
available in two 
sizes: A4, £6.99; 
A3, £14.99, 
Annie Sloan.-^ 
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Book of the month 

Looking to re-cover dining chairs, 
or restore a family heirloom? 

The Upholsterer's Step-by-Step 
Handbook (£20, Pavilion) by expert 
Alex Law is for you. Handy tips, 
instructive illustrations and inspiring 
photography will give you the 
confidence to take on any project. 


Love stunning stencils 

Ifs been 25 years since Annie Sloan 
developed her ever-poptilar decorative 
Chalk Paint. In celebration of its 
success, she’s launching the perfect 
complement: a creative stencil 
collection. Each of the 21 designs has 
an abstract feel inspired by patterns 
and elements found in nature. Use 
them to create single designs or 
repeat motifs on walls, floors, 
furniture and fabric. We love Tallulah 
(above) - a bold floral print that is 
perfect for coimtry-inspired decorating. 



WE WANT THESE NOW... 

Sainsbury's latest Country Fair 
collection offers a fresh take on 
rustic style, with every product 
selected for its homely charm. 
These sweet sketched mugs, 
£2.50 each, are the latest 
addition to our tea breaks. 




kvyi Wardrobes 



Give clothes a stylish 
home with these 
country-chic designs. 

1 CANTERBURY, 

H201xW127xD60cm, 
£679.95, Melody Maison. 

2 MOOSE, H168x 
W85xD55cm, £775, Loaf. 

3 KERATON, H2 1 0xWI 30x 
D66cm, £2,195, Lombok. 


SEE PAGE 147 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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FEATURE JANINE WOOKEY PHOTOGRAPH (BORDER) TORIE CHUGG/THE GARDEN COLLECTION 







WE WANT THESE NOW... 

Pretty, prickle-resistant gauntlets 
in Laura Ashley's Cressida print 
and goatskin are perfect for 
keeping thorny roses in hand. 
£19.95, from Garden Divas. 


MEET OUR FAVOURITE 
COUNTRY GARDEN EXPERT 

Victoria 
Summerley 

Gardener and writer, Victoria 
moved to the Cotswolds in 
201 2 to live the rural dream. 

What is the essence of a 
country garden? The smell! 

It needs to have the sweet 
scent of meadow grass mixed 
with clean fresh air. 

Must-have plants for a 
Cotswolds garden? Roses, 
clematis and herbs, including 
lavender and nepeta, plus 
spring bulbs are classic 
Cotswold favourites. Grasses 
are important, too - they echo 
the surrounding countryside. 
Does size matter? No. Good 
gardens are more about 
creating a sense of place. 

Do you prefer a formal or 
a relaxed look? Either style 
is good, but a combination 
works well, too, such as 
billows of lavender or hardy 
geraniums softening the 
edges of neat brick or 
stone paths. A focal point, 
though, is a must. It can be 
a rose-covered arch, a 
birdbath or just a large pot. 
Victoria's book. Secret 
Gardens of the Cotswolds 
(£20, Frances Lincoln) was 
published 
earlier this 
year. Follow 
Victoria's 
blog at 
awkward 
hill.co.uk. 


TO DO THIS MONTH... The Chelsea chop: cut back late-season perennials 
to stop them flopping over before they flower. 


WOW-FACTOR PLANT 

Iris ‘Bientot I’Ete’ 

Launching at the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show this month. Iris 
'Bientot TEte' is a spectacular new 
must-have from Cayeux Iris and 
just one of its 60 sensational irises 
in the show. From £12.75 a plant. 
To order, call 0800 096 481 1 for 
June to October delivery. 


Get busy on your borders 

It’s warm enough now to plan a good 
summer show. To sow annuals such as 
calendula and cosmos (above) outside, 
clear weeds, rake the soil until fine 
and sprinkle seed where you want the 
plants to grow. Add nicotiana, zinnia, 
lavatera and love-lies-bleeding to prolong 
floral colour into autunm. Plant out any 
tender plants that you’ve been nurturing 
•under glass. Kick-start herbs such as 
basil, dill and marjoram in beds, fill gaps 
in the borders with bedding plants from 
garden centres and stake lupins or 
delphiniums before they grow too tall. 


(bs •vvvvbK'i/v 'Wvt Insect homes 


Encourage wild visitors... 

1 LADYBIRD AND LACEWING 
BOX, H30xW13xD12cm, 

£19.99, RSPB. 

2 EARWIG HOUSE, H20xW14.5x 
D12cm, £9.99, Waitrose Garden. 

3 BUTTERFLY FEEDER/HOUSE, 

H36xW15xD13cm, £29.95, 

The Worm That Turned. 


SEE PAGE 147 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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MEET OUR FAVOURITE 
SPELT PRODUCER 

Roger Saul 

As owner of Sharphann Park, an 
organic farm near Glastonbury, 
Somerset, which produces an 
award-winning range of spelt 
products, including muesli and 
risottos, Roger is keen to spread 
the word about the health benefits 
of the ancient grain, particularly 
for those who prefer to avoid 
wheat. We asked Roger... 

What makes Sharpham spelt 
so special? It's unique because 
we have the only mill in the UK 
that is totally dedicated to milling 
spelt grown organically and 
farmed using sustainable 
methods. We also own one of the 
few de-huskers in the country, so 
our grain stays naturally protected 
for longer, which ensures freshness. 
Any recipe suggestions? 

My favourite is beetroot speltotto 
with goats' cheese and spinach, 
above, a recipe from my new 
book. Spelt (£16.99, Nourish). 
Tell us something that we 
don’t know... The Romans 
referred to spelt as their 
'marching grain', and today's 
explorers, including Sir Ranulph 
Fiennes, have relied on spelt 
in its various forms to help them 
through gruelling expeditions 
to the North and South Poles. 

Sharpham Park 
products are 
sold at Waitrose 
and farmshops. 
Contact 01458 
844080 or visit 
sharphampark. 
com for details. 




Book of the month 

Edible garden flowers, fragrant 
herbs and foraged plants, such 
as meadowsweet and red clover, 
all feature in alcoholic drinks in 
Wild Cocktails by mixologist 
Lottie Muir (£16.99, Cico Books). 
Make ours a Woodland Martini, 
a Wild Violet Sour or maybe 
a Lavender Gin Fizz. 


I 
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Indulge in local honey 

It’s the start of the honey season, a 
wonderful excuse to enjoy honey well 
beyond breakfast time. It is delicious 
on moist tea bread and sunflower-seed 
loaves, spiced cakes and sultana- 
packed buns. It works a treat in a 
marinade for chicken or lamb, or as a 
sticky glaze on sausages. Drizzle over 
root vegetables before roasting, and 
bananas or figs before baking. For a 
sweet treat with a difference, next time 
you make a bread and butter pudding, 
try spreading the triangles with honey, 
too, as you layer up the dish. 



WE WANT THIS NOW... 

With a flavour as fresh as the 
woods in spring, creamy, slightly 
crumbly Cornish Yarg comes 
wrapped in nettle leaves - also 
try the new Wild Garlic version 
in bright green ramson leaves, 
£26 for 1 kg, Paxton & Whitfield. 
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Cake tins 
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The perfect way to 
save a slice for later... 

1 ORLAKIELY, £37 

for 5, Unique & Unity. 

2 MARY BERRY, 

£35 for 3, John Lewis. 

3 EMMA 
BRIDGEWATER, 

£34 for 3, John Lewis. 
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FEATURE SARAH WILSON PHOTOGRAPHS (HONEY) VLADIMIR SHULEVSKY/STOCKFOOD; (BEETROOT 
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AT HOME... 



We love the combination of our cabinets painted in Snow, walls painted in Lead Light and Somerton Baskets from £28 

Create your own design ideas at neptune.com 


NEPTUNE 








MEET OUR FAVOURITE 
SHOP OWNER 


Julie 

Murnaglian 

Julie's tempting shop has 
beautifully styled rooms filled 
with decorative antiques and 
vintage homewares. 

What inspired you to open 
your shop. The Old Pill 
Factory? I have always loved 
antiques, restoration, textiles 
and, above all, colour. 
Opening the shop has been 
everything I dreamed of and 
more - people who visit really 
appreciate that buying a 
pre-loved piece of furniture 
is a lovely homely thing to do. 
How would you describe 
the shop's style? Individual, 
affordable, colourful and fun. 
Our stock comes from far 
and wide and includes 
handpainted antique 
furniture, lamps, linens, 
mirrors and more. 

What makes your shop 
so special? Our talented 
dealers and staff - we have 
a fabric designer, interior 
designer, stylist, potter, 
picture framer and an 
illustrator. In fact, there is so 
much beauty and quality in 
our products, it's sometimes 
difficult to let them go! 

The Old Pill Factory, 

53 High Street, Witney, 

Oxfordshire 
0X28 6JA, 
01993 
701013, 
theold 
pillfactory. 
com. 
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Make time for Alice... 

IVs 150 years since the publication 
of Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland 
and you can join in the celebrations 
nationwide. On 1 May, head for 
the Alice Town Trails in Llandudno 
where an interactive digital app 
brings the story to life - follow the 
White Rabbit landmarks from the 
railway station to Happy Valley 
gardens (vlsitllandudno.org.uk). Enjoy 
a tea party and storytelling in Oxford 
as part of Alice’s Day on 4 July 
(storymuseum.org.uk). Or see some 
original illustrations of Alice by artist 
Eric Kincaid at RHS Rosemoor Gardens, 
Devon, 27 Jime-23 August (rhs.org.uk). 


Pood festivals 

Be inspired to create 
great dishes at food 
gatherings with top chefs 
and culinary experts... 

MALTON, YORKSHIRE 

More than 1 60 food and drink 
stalls will welcome visitors to the 
Malton Food Lovers Festival from 
23 to 24 May. Enjoy cookery 
lessons, talks and tastings with 
chefs Valentine Warner, Prue 
Leith and Andrew Pern, and food 
writers Diana Flenry and William 
Sitwell. Call 01 653 692849, 
maltonyorkshire.co.uk. 
SHANAGARRY, COUNTY CORK 
At Darina Allen's cookery school, 
Ballymaloe Lit Fest (below) lures 
international chefs, food authors, 
foragers, wine experts and 
gardeners offering workshops, 
talks and cookery demos. An 
exciting programme features 
chefs April Bloomfield and Mark 
Hix, brewmaster Garrett Oliver 
and drinks writer David Broom. 
From 15 to 17 May, 00 353 21 
464 5777, litfest.ie. 


• ON COURSE... Improve your dressmaking skills and 
learn how to make a pretty ‘Mathilde’ blouse at craft 
shop Butterfly Bright in Sherborne, Dorset on 9 May. 
The course costs ^95 03ring your own pattern, fabric and 
sewing tools). Call 01935 817303, butterflybright.com. 
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FEATURE COLUMBA COLIVET PHOTOGRAPHS (ALICE IN WONDERLAND) SOLOVIOVA LIUDMYLA/ 
SHUTTERSTOCK, (THE OLD PILL FACTORY) LISA PAYNE PHOTOGRAPHY 



WE LOVE... 


Enjoying long evenings around our Portland table in our comfy Tuscany chairs 

Create your own design ideas at neptune.com 

Portland table £1,445, Tuscany chair £265, scatter cushions from £42 

*£50 voucher for every £500 spent on Garden furniture between 1st April - 4th May 2015. For full details please ask in-store or visit neptune.com/offers 



NEPTUNE 









LIFE IN YOUR 

country home 
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Thehouselhe pretty 
thatched cottage is 
surrounded by woodland, 
some of which is carpeted 
with bluebells in May. It's 
the perfect spot for 
Yvonne to sit and relax 
with Merley (opposite). » 
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Dorset cottage 




tM^denroo^ 

This space has 
views on three sides. 

Typ^ writer, telephone. 


Sweet 

Home 


view 


Houtk 


What makes this 
house a home,,, 

‘It’s a hidden 
treasure - a cottage 
surrounded hy 
woodland - and 
It offers warmth, 
security and 
peacefulness’ 
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Dining area Yvonne 
has upcycled picture 
frames to create stylish 
shelves. Chairs, seat 
pads, curtain fabric, 
Laura Ashley. Striped 
cushions, HomeSense. 
Tea set, Emma 
Bridgewater. » 
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^ Garden room A pa\e P: 
r palette maximises the 
natural light. Sofa, coffee 
table, David Phipp House 
Furnisher. Armchair, , ^ 
Neptune. Bike cushion, 

V : HomeSense. Pendant-- 
:U9ht,tug, Jb Lewis. 

^ Lamp; Laura Ashley. 


Dorset cottage 


^We were looking for our dream home,' says Yvonne 

Henness. ‘My husband, Peter, wanted something with a long 
drive and I wanted a thatched cottage.’ One thing they both 
settled on, though, was the need for a secluded country setting. 
‘At the estate agent’s, someone overheard us and said, “What 
about the house in the woods?” It was the only property we saw’ 

At first, it was the exterior of the property that caught their 
attention. ‘The owners let us roam the grounds and we came 
across the beautiful bluebell wood, which was in full bloom. 
There was just nothing else like it. We fell in love with it.’ 

The house had been on the market for three years and was 
in a poor state of repair, particularly the groxmds. Yvonne had 
recently sold a business, so the timing was right for her to 
take on a big renovation project. The couple’s plan was to start 
work on the grounds rather than the interior. ‘It was all so 
overgrown. We didn’t even know we had a pond, for instance. 
We brought in landscapers with a bulldozer to clear it out for 
spring, and a friend built a duck house for us.’ 

The landscapers were on site for three months tidying up, as 
well as creating a drive with a turning circle, plus a boundary 
for the property. In addition, the pretty waUed garden, which 
had been a dumping groxmd, was cleared and a fountain put in. 

Yvonne and Peter had to wait two years before planning 
permission was granted so that they could have a piggery in 
the grounds pulled down. The builders then spent nine months 
removing it and putting in a barn, which contains an office and 
workspace for Yvonne to run her business. Home in Time, plus 
a triple garage, garden store and games room. 

Attention then turned to the house, where a green-oak-framed 
garden room was built with views on three sides, making the 
most of the beautiful surroundings. Windows in the house were 
removed and replaced with period-style oak-framed ones to 
match the garden room. In addition, a new bathroom, shower 
room, downstairs cloakroom and kitchen were installed. 

‘When we bought the house, the interior was very gloomy, with 
dark furniture and parquet floors,’ says Yvonne, ‘so my priority 
was to hghten it up. We had cream carpeting laid and every wall 
painted in an off-white shade. That did the trick - it gave me a 
blank canvas. I wanted to give it a nostalgic and slightly French 
feel. I love using furnishings and accessories to create interest.’ 

She and Peter now feel they’ve reached the point where they 
can sit back and enjoy their house. ‘I’ve hved and breathed this 
place every day. It’s an ongoing project - there’s always a fence 
to repair or a tree that’s come down. But sitting in the garden 
room and watching the wildUfe is just bhss.’ 

@ Home in Time, 01202 881884, home-in-time.co.uk. » 
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At home with... 


OW7iersy\/ox\x\e Henness, who 
runs home accessories business ' 

Home in Time, and her husband 
Peter, CEO of a manufacturing 
company. They moved here in \ 

2006 and live with Retriever 
Merley, Billy the cat and Shetland 
ponies Bluebell and Willow. 

Three-bedroom former 
gamekeeper's cottage, dating 
back to 1 900, set in 1 4 acres. 


I 

f 


On our doorstep... 

Visit... 'Wimborne, a 12th- 
century market town with a 
minster, riverside walks, pretty 
bridges and meandering streets 
lined with independent shops.' 

Shop at... 'Carnival Flowers 
(01202 885656, carnivalflowers. 
co.uk) in Wimborne. It's a great 
florist that has an alternative 
flower choice. Also, Toad Hall 
Country Vintage (01202 880487) 
where I sell my things. It's an 
emporium with over 50 antique 
and vintage businesses and 
a tearoom.' 

Go for a meal at... 

'The Tickled Pig (01202 886778, 
thetickledpig.co.uk) in Wimborne, 
for its homegrown and organic 
produce - perfect for morning 
coffee and evening meals.' 
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Dorset cottage 




Main bedroom Fresh 
blue and white make this a 
tranquil haven. Bed, David 
Phipp House Furnisher./ 
Bedlinen, throw, John Lewis.: 
Cushions, The White Company. ^ ^ 
Curtains, Laura Ashley. ^ 






What we love most 
about living here,,, 

‘Its location. We love 
the buzzards that 
circle in the thermals 
above and the deer 
that appear up the 
drive. We can also sit 
quietly and watch 
badgers as they 
come out to feed’ 



f 

[ 

} 


/ 

1 
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Guest bedroom Butterfly cushions 
give a touch of spring. Bed, John Lewis. 
Cushions, The Range. Bedside drawers, 
Furlong Furniture. 


( 


Billy finds a 
welcome patch of 
sunshine in the 
garden room. 
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FEATURE VIVIENNE AYERS PHOTOGRAPHS BRENT DARBY 






Bathroom fKx\ elegant 
roll-top bath and shutters 
create a French feel. Walls, 
painted in Limestone by 
Neptune. Bath, Heritage ^ 
Bathrooms. Towel ladder, 
stool. Home in Time. » 






Room ideas 


Be Inspired by. . . 

Yvonne’s bathroom 



1 Vogue July 1956 by Henry Clarke print in natural ash frame, H45xW44cm, £66.47, Easyart. 

2 Rue de Marli Citron de Vigne bath salts, £25 for 380g, Iris. 3 Penela towels, from £5 each, 
Urbanara. 4 Chinese distressed elm stool, H51xW50xD25cm, £175, Orchid. 5 'La Boutique 
de Fleurs' enamel vase, H20cm, £6.95, Live Laugh Love. 6 Antiqued wooden ladder, 
H170xW50cm, £25, Sweetpea & Willow. 7Vintage Peshtemal hand towels, 80x48cm, £12 
each. Cotton & Olive. 8 Bude bath, H76xW185xD77cm, £995, The Cast Iron Bath Company. 


Modern 



Towel ladder 

Take bathroom storage to new 
heights, hanging towels to air 
on the rungs of a ladder. 

Need to know... 

This flexible storage option simply 
rests against the wall, yet is easy to 
move within comfortable reach of 
the bath. Country-style options in 
wood are popular, but if you choose 
a ladder in untreated oak, give it a 
protective coat of hard wax oil once 
a year. The towel ladder's stablemate 
is an ingenious design with shelves 
instead of rungs. Each shelf is corralled 
by an upstand, keeping toiletries and 
stacked towels in check. 

where to buy... 

• Cox & Cox for a rustic oak ladder. 

• Grace & Glory for a ladder shelf. 

• Graham and Green for a ladder 

made from bamboo. 


Find the perfect 

brick wall tiles 


1 



3 

1 Moonstone; 2 Fossil; 3 Beach White, all 
£1.85 each, Valencia collection. Fired Earth. 
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FEATURE TARA KING, CAROLINE RODRIGUES PHOTOGRAPH (TILES) RHAPSODY 





CONSERVATORY 


www.interiorsbyvale.com 


FOR A BROCHURE, CALL OR VISIT 

+44 (0)1476 564433 

wvvrvY.valegardenhouses.com 


National Trust 

Conservatory Collection 


UK • CHANNEL ISLANDS • IRELAND • SWEDEN ■ DENMARK • BELGIUM ■ THE NETHERLANDS 
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East Sussex bam conversion 





Kitch^^U^s painted 
to match the granite give 
a sleek feel, with a pair 
of salvaged pillars framing 
the window adding 
architectural interest. Units, 
similar from Harvey Jones 
Kitchens. Painted in Down 
Pipe by Farrow & Ball. 


East Sussex bam conversion 


travelled a few times to Houdan in 
northern Prance to scour architectural 
salvage yards. They were fortunate 
to find reclaimed oak flooring, original 
stone fireplaces, an incredible marble 
bath discarded by a smart hotel and 
a set of magnificent doors. 

Susie often designs a space aroxmd 
a beautiful piece of art, furniture or 
architectural detail and was keen to 
do that in her own home. This meant 
they often waited for months, even 
years, before they stumbled across 
the right item, but when they did they 
were ecstatic. ‘We happily camped 
with our young family on the groxmd 
floor for a few years before we had 
enough money to continue with the 
restoration work upstairs,’ says Susie. 

The conversion was the ideal job for 
Susie to cut her teeth on while forging 
ahead with her interior design work. 

It took almost SO years, culminating 
in an en-suite bedroom on the » 


A happy childhood on a farm in 
East Sussex lured Susie Pfeiffer back 
when she and husband, Stephan, were 
looking for a place to bring up their 
family in the 1990s. ‘I was pregnant 
with Eloise when my parents told us 
they were thinking of selling a plot of 
land with a barn close to their farm,’ 
says Susie. They didn’t have to think 
long about buying it as it was not only 
near Susie’s parents, but it would also 
be a glorious place to bring up children. 

Susie’s father had bought the land 
with planning permission 1 0 years 
earher. The flint barn, which had been 
used as a stable, was crumbling but 
ripe for conversion. The couple met 
the local planners and, bringing their 
own expertise to the project, drew 
up a new set of plans for a barn that 
would be suitable for open-plan hving 
and they were accepted. 

Once the first phase of construction 
was wen underway, Susie and Stephan 


J 


At home with... 

Owners Susie Pfeiffer, who 
runs interior architecture and 
design business Pfeiffer 
Design, and her husband, 
Stephan, a director of 
construction company Tasker 
Catchpole.They live here with 
their two children, Eloise, 1 8, 
and Samson, 1 6, their two 
Maine Coon cats and a 
Border Collie cross. 

House A converted and 
restored three-bedroom 
1 8th-century Sussex flint barn 
and an eco-friendly 
contemporary extension 
comprising six rooms 
and a guest house. 
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Dining hall 

A reclaimed fireplace 
provides a dramatic 
focal point in this 
towering space, with 
a limed oak refectory 
table picking up its 
honeyed tones. Table, 
The Antique Table. 
Chairs, Made. Gilt 
Ijprame mirror. Swag. 


T jF What me love living here... i 

We wo'^n’t live anyVhere else.-ffiie beauty of the Sout^Dwwns 
^nd. views over the brooks of the' river Ouse are unriv^tle^. 



East Sussex bam conversion 



What makes this house a home... 

‘It’s a combination of cosy and airy and antique and contempoi’ary 
Always full of family and guests, it’s also the perfect party hous^ 




ir 


Main bedroom 
Gentle colours and soft 


I 




fabrics lend an easy feel. 
Como velvet curtains, 
upholstery. Voyage; 
both made by Victoria 
Gayle Interiors. Glo-Ball 
light, Flos at Heal's. Faux 
fur throw, Zara Home. 





Bathroom Marble 
adds a sense of hotel 
luxe. Susie found 
the bath in a French 
reclamation yard. Red 
marble, similar from 
Marble City. Heated 
towel rail, similar from 
The St James Collection 


mezzanine level reached via a modern 
staircase leading from the dining haU. 

In soil the Pfeiffers were ready to 
embark on the extension they craved. 
‘We always knew we were going to 
extend, so most of the amenities for 
the new building were already in place.’ 

Living in an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, they had to come up 
with a design that was compatible with 
both the rural landscape and the barn. 
‘We couldn’t have done it without our 
incredible architect, Anthony Harrison 
of MHD Architects. He had created 
the winery in Plumpton, which gave 
us ideas and inspired our design.’ 

The project began with a huge dig-out 
at the side of the barn to keep the roof 
of the extension below the level of the 
historic barn. The new extended house 
was designed and built to keep the 
carbon footprint low. Vernacular 
knapped flint, slate and bricks were 
utilised with glass and decking. The 


latest ecological and green technologies 
were also used, including a ground- 
source heat pump to provide heating 
and hot water, a rainwater harvester 
to supply the toilets and garden, 
an inconspicuous photovoltaic slate 
system to produce electricity, plus 
a sedum roof to reduce rainwater 
run-off and flood risk. 

Over the past couple of years the 
house has evolved into playing an 
important part in Susie’s work. 

Chents love coming here and usually 
find an aspect of it they admire that 
can be related to their own interiors. 
To crown all the efforts that went into 
Susie’s house, in SO 13 she and her 
team received the Sussex Heritage 
Award for their contemporary 
extension. It made all the hard work 
even more worthwhile. » 

S Susie Pfeiffer, 01S73 51S873, 
pfeifferdesign.co.uk. For Susie’s guest 
house, visit ruralretreats.co.uk. 


Main bedroom The tapestry chair, 
an heirloom, creates a vintage feel. 
Sue has left it in its original condition 
to let the embroidery sing out. 
Dressing table, Gorringes. 
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East Sussex bam conversion 


Guest house extension 



On our doorstep... 

Visit... 'Anne of Cleves House (01 273 47461 0, 
sussexpast.co.uk) in Lewes. This 15th-century 
Wealden hall house, a divorce settlement by 
Henry VIII to his fourth wife, gives an insight 
into how the Tudors and Elizabethans lived, 
worked and relaxed at home.' 

Shop at... 'The Needlemakers 
(needlemakers.co.uk) in Lewes, a historic landmark 
with shops selling homeware, great clothes, 
jewellery and bric-a-brac. Enjoy homemade 
cake and tea in the cosy cafe.' 

Go for a meal at... 'Le Magasin (01 273 474720) 
in the Cliffe area of Lewes. Delicious food is 
served in this buzzy cafe/bistro, where the 
ambience is relaxed and the decor is charming.' 




•et - 


With rural views from all 
its large windows, the prize- 
winning guest house sleeps 
four and is near Lewes and 
Glyndebourne - a perfect 
spot to explore East Sussex. 





FEATURE CAROLINE RODRIGUES 


Room ideas 


Be Inspired by. . . 


1 


Susie’s dining hall 



Modern 


Upholstered chairs 

Fixed upholstery fits like a glove, 
showing off shapely chairs. 

Need to know... 

The fabric you choose must have 
passed 'rub' tests to confirm it is up 
to the job and must be fire retardant 
(or be used with a fire retardant 
liner). Personalise with details such 
as buttons, contrast piping or domed 
decorative nails. Alternatively, try 
removable tailored covers. 

where to buy... 

• The Dining Chair Company for a 

wide range of upholstered chairs. 

• Multiyork for chairs with 
tailored covers. 

• The Odd Chair Company for 

traditional upholstered chairs. 


Find the perfect 

decorative tiles 



Octagon White, 15.1 cm sq (with red inserts), 
£122.81 sq m; 2 Arcadia Grey, 30cm sq, 
£89.98 sq m; 3 Epoque Rose, 30cm sq, 
£99.99 sq m, all Original Style. 



1 Minera fabric, col Imperial Purple, £37 m, Romo. 2 Norfolk Path framed print, 
HSOxWlOOcm, £60, Arthouse. 3 Edme soup tureen, 1.5L, £1 62, Wedgwood. 4 Polish glass 
tapered jug, 1.7L, H21 cm, £34, David Mellon 5 Flynn scoop-back chair in Midnight Black, 
H93xW56xD61 cm, £129, Made. 6 Ornate Gold Gilt Monaco mirror, 1 53x122cm, £349, 
Ayers & Graces. 7 Chrome-effect five-arm candelabra, H56xW41 xD20cm, £60, John Lewis. 
8 Edinburgh extending table, H76xL150-240xD90cm, £1,175, Neptune. 


SEE PAGE 147 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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Dining area Clare 


(opposite) teamed the 
chunky zinc-topped table 
with painted chairs. 
Zinc-topped table, chairs. 
Country Chic. Blinds, Oka. 
Marble floor tiles, Tom 
Howley. Jute rug. Next. » 




Yorkshire village house 























Holl A circular window 
is a striking feature. 
Walls, painted in 
Matchstick by Farrow 
& Ball. Desk, stool. 
Country Chic. Chair, 
similar from Amara. 







' room Venetian 

blinds suit the pa.redr?^^ 
palette. Blinds, HiHad^;-- 
;• Sofas, Wesley-Barrejl. 

" Coffee table, John Lewis. 
^VyallSf Painted in Natural 
by ;pulux. _ . . 



At home with... 

Owners C\are Geldart, 
a marketing professional, 
and her husband 
Jonathan, an international 
business adviser. They 
moved into the house 
in April 2011. 

House Detached 
Edwardian house built 
in 1904. 


Clare and Jonathan Geldart 

were city commuters looking for the 
antidote to their high-pressure 
careers when they bought a dated, 
former guest house near Harrogate. 
Jonathan was born and raised in 
Yorkshire and they’d been planning 
to move back for a long time; then 
they spotted this house, with its 
warren of small, dark rooms and 
its tranquil, rural location. 

‘I had always wanted to renovate 
a period property and this was an 
ideal opportunity,’ says Clare. 

She instinctively knew what was 
required to bring it up to date. ‘I am 
passionate about interior design and 
couldn’t wait to get started,’ she says. 
‘A lot of problems cropped up as we 
went along but the builder was local 
and had worked on the house before, 
so he knew its quirks and foibles.’ 

Jonathan was working away in 
China while the house was renovated, 
so Clare single-handedly managed the 


project long-distance from London 
as the couple had decided to continue 
to keep on their London home while 
the renovation work on their new 
home was being done. 

‘Many of the rooms were decorated 
in dark, period colours, with busy 
wallpaper and heavy silk curtains,’ 
says Clare. ‘At first I thought the 
changes would be cosmetic, but the 
more I came to imderstand the house, 
the more I reahsed that getting it 
right would involve a fundamental 
rethink of the layout.’ 

Because it had been a guest house, 
the property had been divided up into 
smaller rooms, so Clare had all the 
stud walls taken out to restore it to 
its original layout. The kitchen was 
tiny so Clare merged it with the 
utihty room, cloakroom and store to 
create one large, open room with 
enough space for a dining table. 

‘My father was an architect and 
that has given me an appreciation » 
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Kitchen A breakfast bar 
creates a sociable divide 
between kitchen and dining 
areas. Units, Tom Howley; 
painted in Lamp Room Gray 
by Farrow & Ball. Clock, 
Country Chic. Pendant 
lights, Tom Howley. 


What makes this house a hojjie.., 
calm and comfortable - feid that a' 
us to escape all the pressures of work’ 





Snuglhe artwork 
was bought from 
the Guggenheim 
Museum in New 
York. Sofa, Laura 
Ashley. Coffee 
table. Country Chic 


What we love most about living here,,. 

The village location close to Harrogate means 
we get the best of both worlds’ 


Main bedroom Clare 
gave the Ikea wardrobe 
a distressed paint effect 
to match the dresser 
from Country Chic. Bed, 
Nights in Iron. Throw, 
The White Company. 
Side tables. Next. 


'mm. 
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FEATURE HEATHER DIXON PHOTOGRAPHS COLIN POOLE 





Guest bedroom 

The bed was refinished in 
a distressed paint effect to 
achieve the softer look 
Clare wanted. The stool 
(opposite) is an inherited 
piece. Bed, similar from 
Crown French Furniture. 
Blinds, Cabbages & Roses 


of buildings. You have to respect a 
building and work with it,’ says Clare. 

Having decided on a palette of pale 
colours, Clare took her time choosing 
furniture and paint shades, painting 
swatches on the walls so she could 
look at the way the tones changed 
according to the time of day. 

‘I have a creative side but in the 
corporate world you have to be 
decisive,’ says Clare. ‘I apphed 
that business-like precision to the 
house. During the renovation there 
were texts and phone calls fl3ring 
backwards and forwards, and many 
sticky notes left l3ring around the 
house, so the tradespeople knew 
exactly what needed to be done.’ 

The couple left a lot of furniture 
behind in their previous home and Uttle 
of what came with them has survived 
in its original form. Clare has 
repainted and reinvented everything 
from soft furnishings to wardrobes. 

T am constantly updating things 
aroxmd the house,’ she says. T never 


rush into anything. I would honestly 
rather sit on orange boxes than make 
a hasty decision on a sofa and find 
I’ve made a mistake.’ 

Clare did make a mistake, however, 
when she bought a guest bed onUne 
only to discover that its ‘distressed’ 
look was shiny and not at all what 
she had envisaged. 

‘I was very distressed myself until 
Polly Medley of Coimtry Chic took 
the bed away and finished it properly. 
She really saved the day - it looks 
lovely now,’ says Clare. 

It’s taken three years for Clare 
to achieve her early vision for the 
house, and she and Jonathan recently 
finished landscaping the garden to 
pull it all together. 

‘It feels as though the house has 
come ahve again,’ says Clare. ‘When 
we bought it the rooms were tired and 
the whole place seemed to feel sorry 
for itself. It just needed someone to 
hsten and imderstand what was 
necessary to bring it back to hfe.’ 


On our doorstep... 

Visit... The beautiful RHS 
Garden Harlow Carr (0845 265 
8070, rhs.org.uk). And no trip 
to Harrogate is complete without 
a visit to the Royal Pump Room 
Museum (01423 556188, 
harrogate.gov.uk) to discover 
everything there is to know about 
England's premier spa town.' 

Shop at... 'Country Chic (07788 
443619, country-chic.net) near 
Harrogate. It's my favourite 
independent furniture shop - the 
owner, Polly Medley, sells one-off 
pieces of furniture and lovely 
home accessories.' 

Go for a meal at... 'La OMva 
(01423 531422, laoliva.co.uk) in 
Harrogate. It is a Spanish tapas 
restaurant and bar that has found 
a niche among all the lovely cafes 
and restaurants in the area.' » 


SEE PAGE 147 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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proud of 


Marshalls brings together the highest 
quality, ethically sourced materials 
and the best installers to create 
stunning driveways and patios that 
give you a real burst of pride, every 
time you see them. 

Learn more at marshalls.co.uk/proud 
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Room ideas 


Be Inspired by. . . 

Glare’s kitchen 


Modern 

OcMimilry 

Classic 



Rise-and-fall light 

Dine in style beneath a light fitting 
that raises for family breakfasts and 
lowers for an intimate dinner. 

Need to know... 

Choose from a traditional style with 
a pulley and counterweight, or a 
modern mechanism with pull-down 
handle and cable. Check before you 
buy for a smooth rise-and-fall action. 
A deep shade will reduce glare from 
the bulb; add a dimmer switch for extra 
flexibility. If your ceilings are high, 
ask about a longer flex. Two or more 
lamps fixed to a movable horizontal 
bar are ideal above a longer table. 

where to buy... 

• Davey Lighting for a dome pendant. 
• Holloways of Ludlow for glass, 
metal and ceramic pendants. 

• John Lewis for modern pendants. 


Find the perfect 

cupboard paint 


Ermine 

Grey 


Mercury 


Steel Grey 


All £48.50 for 2. 5L Acrylic Eggshell, Sanderson. 



1 Triple heart detail chalkboard, H39xW24xD4cm, £8.99, Sass & Belle at Mollie & Fred. 

2 Cecile beech bar chair, H98.5xW49xD52cm, £115, Croft Collection, John Lewis. 3 Old 
Town wood and metal clock, diameter 91 cm, £165, The Orchard. 4 Grey wash willow 
basket, H33xW38xD49cm, £31.50, Drift Living. 5 Patterned storage tins, HI 5xW10.5xD1 0.5cm, 
£1 8 for 3, At Home with Ashley Thomas at Debenhams. 6 Berta Ruta fabric, col Beige, £8 m, 
Ikea. 7 Boston painted large sideboard, H81xW142xD45cm, £449, The Cotswold Company. 


SEE PAGE 147 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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Living roomJhe limestone 
fireplace takes centre stage. 
The painting of a Sussex 
scene is by Roger Billington 
of Felpham Art Group. 
Candlesticks, Lavender 
House & Garden. Walls, 
painted in All White by 
Farrow & Ball. » 
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Garden Mirrors 
i-. reflect light round 
Anna's garden and 
back into her kitchen. 

Mirrors, Exclusive 
^ Mirrors. Garden 
furniture, similar 
rT from John Lewis. 





r DiningVoom (also 

jj opposite) The back 
of the bookcase is 
painted grey to show 
off treasured pieces. 

~ Bookcase, similar 
from Maison. Chairs, 
La Residence Interiors 
Floor tiles. Eurotiles 
& Bathrooms. 


] V 







At home with... 

Owners JKwwa Chatterton- 
Crosse and her husband, 
Julian Chatterton, both city 
lawyers, who also run an online 
home accessories boutique. 

House A four-bedroom 
Grade ll-listed brick town house, 
dating from around 1 880 . 


when seasoned renovators Anna Chatterton-Crosse and 

her husband, Julian, first saw their period home they knew 
restoration would be needed and it would have to be based around 
its historic windows. ‘The stone mulhoned windows were partially 
obscured by curtains, but we could see how magnificent they were,’ 
says Anna. It was the windows, in fact, that sold the property to 
the couple along with many more original features. 

‘Where other house-hunters had been put off by the poky kitchen 
and garish decor, Jules and I knew we’d foxmd a gem,’ says Anna. 
Designed by Joseph Hansom, the architect of Arundel Cathedral, 
the house had languished on the market for several months. 

‘We could imderstand why’ she says. ‘The overpowering mix of 
black, brass, fake gold and numerous florals didn’t do it justice.’ 

Anna and Juhan bought the property and worked on the 
improvements. ‘We had intended it to be a weekend bolthole,’ 
says Anna. ‘But then we fell in love with the house and hfestyle 
in West Sussex. By not rushing into the project, we had a chance 
to hve in the house and decide what changes to make.’ 

In March 2014, Anna and Julian’s six-month project began. The 
aim was to pare back the house, introduce a sophisticated muted 
palette and let the natural beauty of the period features speak for 
themselves. ‘When considering how to remodel, we let the beautiful 
windows and stxmning views dictate our design,’ says Anna. 

A bedroom at the front of the house, with views of the sea and 
coastal plains, became a cosy first-floor hving room. At the back of » 
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West Sussex townhouse 


Main bedroom Mirrors in 
different styles add light 
and interest. Mirrors, similar 



from La Residence Interiors. 

Bouji chair. Made. 


What makes this house a home... 

It’s such a special historic property, which is reflected in the 
integrity of the architecture and many original features’ 







FEATURE JANET McMEEKIN PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD GADSBY 





Guest bedroom 

Creams and whites 
combine with blues 
and taupes to|crea¥^ 
a relaxir|g feel. 
Bed, similar from 
Feather & Black. 



Upstairs living room 

The period windows 
prompted Anna to turn a 
bedroom into a living 
room. Sofa, chair, similar 
from Made. Ottoman, j 
La Residence Interiors. ‘ 


On our doorstep... 

Visit... Arundel Castle (01903 
882173, arundelcastle.org). Its rich 
history and Gothic-style architecture 
definitely resonate with us. In April 
and May during the Tulip Festival 
more than 15,000 tulips are in 
bloom, making it one of the most 
impressive displays in the country.' 

Shop at... 'Lavender House & 
Garden (01903 885596, lavender 
houseandgarden.co.uk) in Arundel. 
It's crammed full of flowers, plants, 
home accessories and must-buy 
furniture. I enjoyed an Annie Sloan 
Chalk Paint course there, run by the 
lovely shop owner Monika Zenikova.' 

Go for a meal at... 'Pappardelle 
(01903 882024, pappardelle.co.uk) 
in Arundel. This is a super restaurant 
run by an Italian family. The Osteria 
on the ground floor is more informal 
with communal tables and a charming 
rustic feel. The food is excellent and 
the staff are friendly and welcoming.' 


the first floor the higgledy-piggledy layout was reconfigured to free 
up space for a bedroom, en suite and built-in wardrobe. ‘We took 
out several stud walls since they were not only splitting the area 
into two small spaces but also obscuring the breathtaking views.’ 

The biggest challenge was how to work within the hsted building 
constraints to create a large kitchen. ‘The house had planning 
permission for a small extension, which we decided to work with,’ 
says Anna. ‘The result is the sleek, bright, practical space we craved.’ 
The original kitchen windows were retained and, once the extension 
was done, they were reinstalled so that light could flood into the space. 

Rendering the characterful red-brick walls in the courtyard was a 
tough call. ‘Although we knew it made sense to brighten that space, 
we dehberated long and hard,’ says Anna. This thoughtful approach 
at every turn of the renovation is evident throughout the 
handsome, tranquil home where this hardworking pair can xmwind 
and enjoy spending time with friends and family who come to visit. 

‘We’ve had so much pleasure sourcing furniture, soft furnishings 
and accessories, plus such positive, kind feedback about our home 
that we decided to laxmch a website seUing elegant home accessories. 

‘This project has definitely surpassed our expectations,’ says Anna. 
‘Our builder was fantastic and his attention to detail shines through 
in every nook and cranny. It’s now a wonderful home with an 
exceptionally high-quahty finish that we are extremely proud of.’ 

@ To contact Anna and Julian’s online boutique, Please May I Have, 
call 07811 896033, or visit pleaseniayihave.co.uk. » 
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Room ideas 


Be Inspired by. . . 


Anna’s living room 



For more ideas go to 
housetohome.co.uk/ 
countryhomesandinteriors 


Modern 

Classic 



Overmantel mirror 

Whether painted or gilded, a 
beautiful mirror above the fireplace 
reflects well on your home. 

Need to know... 

Although an overmantel mirror will 
typically sit on the mantelpiece, it 
can be hung like a picture if that suits 
the proportions of the room. Arched 
tops and rectangular shapes work 
well. The width of the frame should 
fit within the pillars supporting the 
mantelpiece. Allow a height from the 
mirror top to 5cm below the picture 
rail, or 15cm below the cornicing. 

where to buy... 

• La Maison for painted French style. 

• Overmantels for classic 
reproductions. 

• Joseph McCarthy for bespoke. 






Find the perfect 

country whites 


Antique 

White 




Shadow 

White 


1 Distressed aged lamp, H75cnn, £179, Cowshed Interiors. 2 Super Shaggy rug, 170x120cnn, 
£100, Tesco Direct. 3 Cushion covers (fronn top). Slate Blue tight weave linen; Mid Blue linen, 
both 51 cm sq, £29, Oka Direct. 4 Ruff wooden bird, H31cm, £38, Coastal Home. 5 House 
Additions side table, H66x40cm diameter, £90.96, Wayfair. 6 Natural antler, 6.5xW33xD12.5cm, 
£49.50, Nordic House. 7 Horiz Regency Natural Limed mirror, H99xW119cm, £310.84, Papa 
Theo. 8 Bingley sofa in Cookie house linen/cotton, H91xW192xD90cm, £1,130, Sofa.com. 



Old 

White 


All £34.50 for 2.5L Alterior Matt emulsion, Eico. 
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Experience the world’s finest furniture 
www.mwf.com or 01380 850 007 


Unmistakably 


Mark Wilkinson 


Part of the Canburg Group 







in association with British Wool 


H ave you set up a small country business? 

Or perhaps you have the nugget of a great 
business idea that you would hke to get off 
the ground? If so, now is your chance to enter the 
Country Homes &? Interiors My Coimtry Business 
Awards 2015 in association with British Wool. 

Six lucky entrepreneurs will win a money-can’t-buy 
package of advice and support from the UK’s most 
talented business advisers and owners. 

The My Country Business Awards are celebrating 
their sixth fantastic year and aim to promote and 
empower coxmtry-based entrepreneurs. Starting up 
your own business is no mean feat - you need to 
know how to write a business plan, keep on top of 
bookkeeping, learn the finer points of marketing your 
company, ensure your company comphes with current 
legislation, and much more. Finding the right people 
to provide assistance and mentor you through 
this process is crucial, so we have teamed up with 
British Wool plus leading industry business mentors 
and brands (meet them over the page) to offer 
six winners invaluable information and advice. 



194A^C/ W 


Interiors 


The 2015 winners will receive an 
invaluable package of mentoring and 
promotion in Country Homes & 
Interiors. Starting up your business can 
often be a daunting experience, but our 
expert panel of award mentors will 
guide and support the winners, 
allowing them to learn new skills and 
perspectives, while also providing 
priceless support and insight. 

• Three mentoring sessions with one 
of the expert Awards mentors. 

• Coverage in the My Country Business 

Awards 2015 winners feature 
in an autumn 2015 issue of 
Country Homes & Interiors. 

• Country Days blog feature covering 

the winners in autumn 2015. 


Retail and Services 


Hospitality and Leisure 

Craft 


Food 


British Wool Award 

for Emerging Talent 

using British Wool 


1-0 (Avtvir-'... 

Visit housetohome.co.uk/business for more details of the 
competition and an entry form for you to complete and return 
hy the closing date of Wednesday 10 June S015. 


Why British Wool is 
supporting My Country 
Business Awards 2015 


British Wool is a renewable and sustainable natural fibre 
for interior and fashion textiles and it is used by well-known 
brands all over the world. Over 50,000 sheep farmers in 
the UK work conscientiously to make this high-quality fibre 
available and their world is built around a country business 
that operates from their homes and will often involve the 
whole family from one generation to the next. 

Modern sheep farming is about determination and 
commitment, matched by the passionate belief of our UK 
sheep-farming community in the vital role they play in our 
countryside. At British Wool, we are delighted to sponsor the 
My Country Business Awards as they clearly embrace the same 
ethos that has made British Wool the success story it is today. 

TURN THE PAGE TO MEETTHE JUDGES AND MENTORS » 









iners i^|ll i^e^eive th^e mentoring sessions with one 
of our leading industry category partners. 


Hospitality 
and Leisure 
Alastair Sawday, 
Chairman, 

Alastair Sawday's 
This family-owned travel 
company with 5,000 
places in the UK and 
Europe hand-picks and 
inspects every one 
of its properties. 


Retail and 
Services 

Carmel Allen, Creative 
Director, Meal's 

Designing, making and 
selling quality furniture 
for over two centuries, 
HeaTs has a long history 
of collaborating with 
prominent designers 
and is passionate about 
discovering future stars. 


Craft 

Susannah Bradley, 
International 
Community Programs 
Specialist, Etsy 

An online marketplace 
for handmade and 
vintage items, Etsy 
allows makers around 
the world to sell 
unique goods directly 
to market. 


Interiors 

Susie Watson, Founder, 
Susie Watson Designs 

Makers of beautiful 
handmade pottery, 
hand-printed fabric and 
interiors products that 
can be used every day to 
brighten up your home, 
Susie Watson Designs 
now has seven UK shops. 


HE A us 


TERMS & CONDITIONS Six winners will 
receive three mentoring sessions each, 
plus coverage in a Country Homes & 
Interiors issue and in a Country Days 
blog feature, both during autumn 2015. 
Winners will be selected by the Editor 
of Country Homes & Interiors and a 
panel of expert judges. The decision 
of the judges is final and binding, and 
no correspondence will be entered 
into. Winners will be notified by email. 
Award is as stated, is not transferable 
and cannot be exchanged for 
cash. Entry available to UK and ROI 
residents over the age of 1 8. Excludes 
employees of Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, 
their families, agents or anyone else 
connected with the competition. 

Awards close for entries at midnight on 
Wednesday 10 June 2015. If the winner 
cannot be contacted and/or is unable to 
comply with these terms and conditions, 
the promoter reserves the right to 
offer the prize to the runner-up selected 
by the same judges. Failure to respond 
and/or provide an address and meet 
the terms of the awards may lead to 
forfeiture of the prize. The winner 
agrees to the use of his or her name, 
photograph and disclosure of country 
of residence and will co-operate with 
any other reasonable request by 
Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, relating to any post- 
winning publicity. Entry into the awards 
is deemed acceptance of these terms 
and conditions. No responsibility 
can be accepted for entries that are 
incomplete, damaged, defaced or not 
received for any reason. The promoter 
is Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, Blue Fin Building, 

1 10 Southwark Street, London SE1 OSU. 


Food 
Dan Rusga, 

Marketing Manager, 
Yeo Valley Farms 

This family-run dairy 
produces tasty 1 00% 
organic products from 
its award-winning 
British Friesian cows and 
from other local organic 
dairy farm herds. 


British Wool Award 
for Emerging Talent 
using British Wool 
Bridgette Kelly, 
Consultant Interior 
Textiles Director, 
Campaign for Wool 
British Wool sells and 
promotes wool from 
British breeds on behalf 
of our national sheep 
farmers and works 
closely with the global 
textile industry. 
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THE BEAUTY OP 

country style 




muted plains to bring relaxed charm 
to days at home ^ 




Seasonal looks 


mm i jw iii w m i >'> - m 



INSTAGRAM 



For more inspiration 
and behind-the-scenes 
pics from our shoots, 

follow US at 
countryhomesmag 


Pin Up a print 

Mount a length of wallpaper 
in a picture frame to act 
as a backdrop to 
beautiful belongings. 

See page 66 for details. » 



J 



\ 


\ 

\ 


1 



% 





Colour up mealtimes 

Mix and match tableware and 
fabric. Canvas cache pots in 
graphic fabrics hold cutlery and 
bread, while plates with 
painted rims and patterned 
bowls add extra zing. 

See page 66 for details. 
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Plump for 
gorgeous cushions 

Highlight a smartly 
tailored sofa with a row 
of pretty cushions. 

See page 66 for details. » 





















Add artistic touches 

Bring character to walls with 
stencilled borders and artwork 
with seasonal country themes. 
See page 66 for details. 
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Make this 
layered 
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eushion 
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Combine patterns 
and plains 

Complement a patchwork ' 
chair with a plain curtain 
edged in a flower print and 
a layered cushion in ice 
cream colours. *Find out 
how to make this cushion at 
country-days.co.uk. 

See page 66 for details. » 



Step up in style 

Give personality to painted 
stairs by pasting patterned 
wallpaper to the risers, and 
adding a striped runner in 
similar hues on the floor. 
See page 66 for details. 




X 



Enjoy sweet dreams 

Create a folksy look in a 
bedroom with jolly patterns 
on cushions, covers and 
lampshade, grounded by 
a painted bed frame 
and plain pillowcases. 
See page 66 for details. » 



Seasonal looks 


All the details: products and prices 



Pages 58-59 


Let linens sing! 

Wall, painted in Tuffet, from £32.75 for 2.5L Claypaint, Earthborn. 
(Behind table) Ercol painted chair, £145, Home Barn. Cushion, 
Poppy Capello Shell, £90 m. Liberty. Chinwag chairs, £250 
for 2, Loaf. Seat pad. Wild & Free, £48 m, Vanessa Arbuthnott. 
Ladderback chair, from £490, Chalon. Seat, Wild & Free, £48 m, 
Vanessa Arbuthnott. Table, from £695, Loaf. (On table) Tablecloth, 
£99.99, LinenMe. Runner, Penny Morrison Palermo, £134 m, Redloh 
House Fabrics. Flower Trellis plates, £8.95 each. Dotcom gifts hop. 
Biscuit barrel, £21 , Ceramica Blue. Japanese bowls, £8.95 each, 
Dotcomgiftshop. Jug, similar from John Lewis. Enno plates; 
bowls, all £8 each. Habitat. Napkins, £5.49 each, LinenMe. Cutlery, 
£1 85 for 24 pieces, Ceramica Blue. Deep bowls, £7.95 each; 
sugar bowl, £8.95, all Dotcomgiftshop. Glasses, £1 0 for 4, Rose 
& Grey. Egg holder, £1 0, Tesco Direct. Tray, £38, Rowen & Wren 
Bronte plates, £40 for 4, Dickins & Jones at House of Fraser. (On 
sill) Deja Ooh flower pots, £30 for 3, Not on the High Street. Jug, 


£35, Home Barn. Blinds, Asolo, col Solent, £85 m, Romo. Ties, 
Fretwork, £30 m, Sanderson Home. Peg rail; red tea towel; 
heart, all from a selection, Bluedog & Sought. Wooden bird, 
£40 for 3, Cox & Cox. Tea towel, £1 2 for 2, Dickins & Jones at 
House of Fraser. Rug, £1 95, Loaf. Other items, stylist's own. 

Pin up a print 

Wall, painted in Tuffet, from £32.75 for 2.5L Claypaint, Earthborn. 
(On board) Wallpaper, Leaf Capello Shell, £80 a roll. Liberty. 
Cards, from £2.60 each. Linen Prints. Pom-Pom trim, £55 m; Riya 
braid, £27 m, Romo. Chloe Cheese print, £95, St Jude's Prints. 
Birds, £40 for 3, Cox & Cox. Antique counter, £795, Home Barn. 
Cody lamp, £95, Dickins & Jones at House of Fraser. Jug, £1 5; 
Stefan vase, £25, both Habitat. Tins, from £20 for 3, Ceramica Blue. 
Naples vase, £22, Habitat. Bowls, from £7.95 each, Dotcomgiftshop. 
Spoons, similar from Debenhams. Other items, stylist's own. 
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Colour up mealtimes 

Bohemia Dot Dash canvas pots, from £20 each. Not on the High 
Street. Tea towel, from a selection, Bluedog & Sought. Cutlery, 
£1 85 for 24 pieces, Ceramica Blue. Bronte dinner plates, £40 
for 4, Dickins & Jones at House of Fraser. Small stoneware plates, 
£8.95 each; small bowls, £3.95 each; sugar bowl, £8.95; deep 
bowl, £7.95, all Dotcomgiftshop. Grey Enno dinner plates, £8 
each. Habitat. Cushion, Poppy Capello Shell, £90 m. Liberty. 

Plump for gorgeous eushions 

Walls, painted in Humpty Dumpty, £32.75 for 2.5L Claypaint, 
Earthborn. Large Venice sofa in Monsoon Home Chiante Sky, 

£1 ,1 39, Multiyork. Cushions (from left): 1 Needful, £45, Loaf. 

2 Wood Fairy Floral Clay, £85 m. Liberty. 3 Asolo, col Straw, £85 m, 
Romo. 4 Bird, £30, Dickins & Jones at House of Fraser. 5 Penny 


Morrison Sukriti, £143.30 m, Redloh House Fabrics; Pom-Pom 
trim, £55 m, Romo. Heart stools, £55 for 2, Cox & Cox. 
Barcelona cup, £8.95, Dotcomgiftshop. Packington side table, 
£225, John Lewis. Vase, £44 for 3 assorted, Littlewoods. Cody 
lamp, £95, Dickins & Jones at House of Fraser. Glenmore 
rocking chair, £699, John Lewis. Layered cushion, Asolo, cols 
Solent, Soft Pink, Straw, £85 m, Romo. Zinc-lined willow log 
basket, £82, Rowen & Wren. Raggie rug, £145, Loaf. Ramsons 
and Campion by Angie Lewin signed limited edition print, 
£335, St Jude's Prints. Frame, from £2.75, Ikea. (On mantelpiece) 
Large Moorish milk jug, £15.95, Dotcomgiftshop. Vintage 
cotton reels, £1 2 each. Home Barn. Wallpaper, Leaf Capello 
Shell, £80 a roll. Liberty. (On shelves) Pink basket, from a 
selection, Bluedog & Sought. Vases, £44 for 3 assorted, 
Littlewoods. Butterfly Home by Matthew Williamson Peacock 
metal trunk, £65, Debenhams. Other items, stylist's own. 



Pages 62-63 


Add artistie touehes 

Wall, painted in Tuffet, £32.75 for 2.5L Claypaint, Earthborn. 
Border created using Aviary Garden paint roller, £30, Laura 
Ashley. Roses at 5 past Nine Dieppe by Chloe Cheese signed 
limited edition print, £1 65, St Jude's Prints. Millie small 
hall table with 2 drawers, £259, Barker & Stonehouse. 
Hanging heart, similar from Not on the High Street. Glass 
vase, similar from LSA International. 


Combine patterns and plains 

Bespoke chair covered in (frill) Calista, col Blue Multi, £41 .25 
m; (sides) Chiante, col Blush, £26.25 m; (arms) Jude, col Gold, 
£41 .25 m, all Monsoon Home Collection at Multiyork. Layered 
cushion, Asolo, cols Solent, Soft Pink, Straw, £85 m, Romo. 
Sandie side table, £225, Loaf. Curtain, Asolo, col Phlox, £85 m, 
Romo; border. Wood Fairy Floral Clay, £85 m. Liberty. (On table) 
Vintage white pitcher; small glazed jug; hurricane lantern; 
blue basket, all from a selection, Bluedog & Sought. Handmade 
cream wool rug, £275, Cox & Cox. Other items, stylist's own. 


Pages 64-65 



Step up in style 

Wallpaper (on stair risers, from top): 1 Fretwork, col Aqua/ 
Lime, £39 a roll, Sanderson. 2 Rose Capello Shell, £80 a roll. 
Liberty. 3 Fretwork, as before. 4 Rose Capello Shell, as before. 
Stick back side chair, £600, Chalon. Cushion (from left) Finola 
knit braid, col Camellia, £1 5 m; Asolo, col Straw, £85 m, both 
Romo. Wood Fairy Floral Clay, £85 m. Liberty. Asolo, col Phlox, 
£85 m; Finola knit braid, col Mulberry, £15 m, both Romo. 
Vintage stool, from a selection. The Old Pill Factory. Accessories, 
from a selection, Bluedog & Sought. Living in the Dolls House 
by Chloe Cheese signed limited edition print, £95, St Jude's 
Prints. Rustic reclaimed wood frame, from £35, Rose & Grey. 
Chatham flatweave 1 00% wool runner, W70cm, col Mallow, 

£1 1 8 linear m, Roger Oates. 


Enjoy sweet dreams 

Wall, painted in Tuffet, from £32.75 for 2.5L Claypaint, Earthborn. 
Double French Sleigh bed, col Malmo Blue, from £1 ,559, 
Scumble Goosie. Stone washed linen kingsize flat sheet, col 
Natural, £1 1 9.99; matching pillowcases, £1 9.99 each, all 
LinenMe. Summertime pillowcases, £30 for 2, Dickins & Jones 
at House of Fraser. Blue cushions, similar from Fable. Bird 
on Branch cushion, £29.50, Not on the High Street. May 
Blossom duvet cover £80, Dickins & Jones at House of Fraser. 
Embroidered throw, Wightwick, £1 1 5 m, Sanderson. Bellamy 
throw, £395, Fable. Patchwork collage by Michelle Thompson, 
£650, Not on the High Street. Elgin spindle leg table, £75, 
Laura Ashley. Painted in Humpty Dumpty, £32.75 for 2.5L 
Claypaint, Earthborn. Vase, £1 2.50, Cox & Cox. Buttons & Moon 
Birdhouse lampshade, £34, Not on the High Street. Vintage 
Bobbin lamp base, from a selection. The Old Pill Factory. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS DAVID BRITTAIN 


MAKE IT 

HILLARYS. 

MADE TO MEASURE BLINDS, 
CURTAINS & SHUTTERS 
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NEW SEASON'S 
COLLECTIONS 
OUT NOW 
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TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT OR TO 
REQUEST A BROCHURE CALL 0800 91 6 6572 
OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.uk 

CALL US FROM 8.30AM-9PM WEEKDAYS 9AM-5PM WEEKENDS 








HEAD TO THE SHED AND POTTER yVITH THIS 
ROUND-UP OF GREEN-FINGEI^ED SaRDEN BiJyS 


A potting bench is an essential, providing all the space and storage you heed to keep up with 
the growing season. Go for a stylish design in solid oak - the galvanised metal top and shelf 
make it a practical choice that will age beautifully. 

Heritage Traders oak potting bench, £302, World Stores. (Top shelf) Chamonix glass bottle, -^^0 
£29.95, Parlane International. Aged pot, £6.99, The Chelsea Gardener. Antiqued pots, from 
a selection. Grand Illusions. Ceramic Oly planter, £1 0, by Sainsbury's. Orange atomiser, £5.99, 

The Chelsea Gardener. Polka Dot radio, £79.95, Emma Bridgewater. Zinc pots, £1 1 .95 for 3 (with 
willow panel). Grand Illusions. (On table top) antiqued pots, from a selection. Grand Illusions. 
Versailles urn, £24, An Angel at my Table. Aged pot, £3.99, The Chelsea Gardener. Terracotta pots, 
from 59p each, Homebase. Sophie Conran Gardener's Journal, £14.95; cell tray trowel, £8.95 
for 2 assorted, both Burgon & Ball. Summer Garden pen, £4.99, Santoro. Toadstool mug, £1 3.99, 
Hannah Turner Ceramics. Seedlings tray, £1 0, Garden Trading. Antiqued pot, from a selection. 
Grand Illusions. Bird string dispenser with scissors, £1 9, Dibor. Jute sack, £4 for 2, Tesco Direct. 
Personalised crate, £39, Plantabox at Not on the High Street. Other items, stylist's own. 


For more great 
shopjoing ideas, 


country-days.co.uk 
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1 Make a note of gardening activities. 

Gardening Journal, £6, Tesco Direct. 

2 Keep a record of planting dates and 
helpful tips. The Thoughtful Gardener 
Garden Journal, £1 4.95, Wild & Wolf. 

f 3 Plant at the perfect depth, wooden 
dibber, £5, Sainsbury's. 

4 Be inspired by seasonal produce, 
r- Kitchen Season calendar, £13.95, 

'fr Studio Scrase. 

u' 5 Help bees and butterflies with a 
f ^ wildf lower seed mixture - simply soak 
^ and throw this month for a display this 
year (or sow between August and 
October for flowers next year). Butterfly 
, Seed Bomb, £3.50, Ella James. 

' 6 Spruce up old pots for new plantings, 

I pot brush, £5.50, Hibbitt of Oswestry. 

7 Snack on the go with a thermal flask 
- the insulated lid doubles as a bowl 

^ for soups or stews, Stanley Classic food 
I flask, £34, Labour and Wait. 

8 Harvest herbs with precision, mini 
snips, £4.95, Burgon & Ball. 

9 Get ideas for your dream garden. 


Garden Design: A Book of Ideas by 
Heidi Howcroft & Marianne Majerus, 

£30, Octopus Publishing. 

1 0 Add sifted soil to seed trays with 

a perfectly sized sieve, wooden potting 
sieve, £22, Hibbitt of Oswestry. 

1 1 Make identifying your seedlings 
a breeze, giant wooden plant labels, 
£2.49 each, Burgon & Ball. 

1 2 Show off your love of gardening 
with a heart-shaped tool, Sneeboer 
heart-shaped trowel, £39.95, Sarah Raven. 

1 3 Choose a pretty flower pot. Love to 
Grow pot, £9.95, Parlane International. 

14 Fill your garden room with love, 
wooden decorative heart, £39.99 for 6, 
Sugarboo Designs at Luma. 

1 5 Create statement flower beds with 
proud little signs, 'Grown in the UK' slate 
tags, £8.50 for 2, Garden Trading. 

16 Guarantee straight lines when 
sowing seeds, planting line, £1 0.95, 
Burgon & Ball. 

1 7 Collect, store and date individual 
packets of seeds from your garden 




for future years, seed storage envelopes, 
£3.95 for 1 2, Burgon & Ball. 

1 8 Protect your green fingers, ladies' 
floral cotton gloves, £2.50, Tesco Direct. 

1 9 Prune and preen with this vibrant 
pocket-sized wonder, mini secateurs, 
£20.95 for 2 assorted, Sarah Raven. 

20 Make your own paper pots for 
seedlings, pot maker, £5, by Sainsbury's. 

21 Enjoy a brew in a beautifully 
illustrated cup. Toadstool mug, £1 3.99, 
Hannah Turner Ceramics. 

22 Share how happy gardening makes 
you. Smile postcard, £1, Paperchase. 

23 Dig deep with an oversized dibber, 
dibber, £1 3.99, The Chelsea Gardener. 

24 Take the guesswork out of seed 
sowing with a handy spacer, planting 
ruler, £8.95, Burgon & Ball. 

25 Save your back when planting 
bulbs, Sneeboer Traditional Bulb Planter, 
£79.95, Sarah Raven. 

(Background) Sisal Linen Gold rug, 
£385.70, Crucial Trading. Wrapping paper, 
from £1 .50 a sheet, Paperchase. 
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store and display 

gardening essentials 



A wall unit with apple crate styling looks lovely against an exposed brick . j 
wall and is a clever way to store your gardening bits and bobs. The homespun 
shelving has room for everything from seed packets and plant labels to 
gardening gloves and secateurs, with the open design making it easy to 
grab what you need as you head out into the garden. . ^ 

Colworth Shed storage unit, £55, Garden Trading. (From top) orange secateurs, £20, 
Labour and Wait. Wooden heart, £39.99 for 6, Sugarboo Designs at Luma. Myrtle 
screen print, £20, Mimosa Street. Twine in a jar with scissors, £6, Tesco Direct. Let it 
Grow postcard, from a selection, Paperchase. Tools, £4 each, Sainsbury's. Gardener's 
Tea Break mug, £1 2 (sold with hand cream, hand wash and nail brush, as seen on 
shelf below), Heathcote & Ivory. Hand tools in mug, from a selection, Burgon & Ball. 
Twool twines, £3.65 each. Potter & Rest. Green twine, £4 for 3, Nutscene. Pruning 
scissors, £1 4, Labour and Wait. Ribbon trio, £5, Jane Means. Butterfly container, £8, 
Berry Red. Seeds box, col Thyme, £1 0, Garden Trading. Floral notebook, £7.50, Caroline 
Gardner. Seed packets, from a selection, Sarah Raven. Heart string dispenser, £1 2, 

Dibor. Wheelbarrow card with seeds, £4.75, Seedlings Cards & Gifts. Chair, similar from 
The Worm That Turned. Grid Print cagoule, £45, Next. Fork; spade, £1 5 each, Sainsbury's, 
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SEEDS OE LOVE 




Show off blooms 

in planters and baskets 


Enjoy the fruits of your gardening labour with a gorgeous display of ^ 
seasonal flowers in decorative stands, pots and terrariums. 

Birdcage stand, £85, An Angel at my Table. Handpainted hurricane lamp, 
£14, Berry Red. Antiqued pots, from a selection. Grand Illusions. Blue herb 
pot, £1 0 (for 4 with carrier), Sainsbury's. String cone, £1 1 .05; olive tree, 

£t1 .40; zinc pot, £1 1 .95 for 3 (with willow panel), all Grand Illusions. Mini 
glasshouse plant terrarium, £40, Ella James. Herb pots, col Clay, £35 
for 6 (with tray). Garden Trading. Aged Dakota bottle, £49.50, Parlane 
International. Ceramic Oly planter, £1 6, by Sainsbury's. Jade vase, £24.95, 
Sarah Raven. Seeds of Love art print, £1 6.50, Studio Scrase. Recycled wood 
frame, £94.50, Luma, Architects storage unit, £550, Garden Trading. 
Wrapping paper (around pot), from a selection, Paperchase. 

Other items, stylist's own. 
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1 Display colourful blooms in a quirky 
wall-mounted planter. Garden Fork 
planter, £22, Ella James. 

2 Encourage young plants to grow with 
a daily spritz from a stylish glass bottle, 
'Grow' water mister, col Gooseberry, £1 0, 
Garden Trading. 

3 & 6 Grow culinary herbs in embossed 
stoneware jars. Trio of herb pots with tray, 
£32, Laura Ashley. 

4 Create a wow look by giving your 
favourite plant its very own home, 

plant house, £10,Tesco Direct. 

5 Send greetings with garden-inspired 


postcards. Garden Herbs card, £3.50, 

The Potting Shed collection. Studio Scrase. 

7 Use a rustic heart holder to keep track 
of recent plantings or display pretty 
gardening mementos. Heart label holder, 
£4.50 each. Grand Illusions. 

8 Enjoy an everlasting display with 
a convincing faux plant, potted rose, 
£11.50, Grand Illusions. 

9 Brighten up a wall with a basket of 
trailing plants, Dewey wall basket, 

£48 for 2 assorted, Rowen & Wren. Natural 
jute sack, £4 for 2, Tesco Direct. 

10 Give your harvested vegetables 


a good clean before popping them in 
the pot. Freshly Scrubbed vegetable ■ 
brush, £2.50, Garden Trading. 

1 1 Jazz up plain pots with the latest , . 
country floral fabrics, a simple way to 
create a bespoke look, terracotta pots, , 
from 59p each, Homebase. Fabrics (from 
left): Sita Jade, col Jade/Colbalt, £47 m; 
Sweet Williams, col Jade/Red, £56 m; Salad 
Days, col Emerald/Multi, £47 m, all Sanderson. 
(Background) Sisal Linen Gold rug and 
wrapping paper, as before. With thanks to 
Matthew's Plants and Pesh Flowers for T ' 
supplying the plants. u; 
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NEXT MONTH BATHROOM HEAVEN 
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Get creative 



2 . 

Create a wall 
of birds 





Choose tonal coloured 
papers and change them 
according to seasons for 
an on-trend look. » 
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Gret creative 


3 . 

Fashion 
stylish plant 
supports 
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4 , Frame your 
own pictures 







Look to the skies 



f. ^oderxi 
^ Country 
^Q-ker ^ 


Over the next few weeks many of our favourite 
birds will be returning to British skies. Be 
inspired by their aerobatic displays, and watch 
as they proudly preen and feather their nests. 


^ Take your camera 

outside and photograph 
birds as they soar and 
swoop. Your images 
will reveal fantastic 
shapes and patterns 
which you can use as 
a craft starting point. 

^ Try studying 
and sketching birds 

to harness their 
unique characters and 
shapes as they fly, 
feed, nest and nurture. 
Use watercolours, 
pastels and pencils for 
quick ways to capture 


and illustrate their 
changing behaviour. 

^ Use the colouring 

of a bird as a palette 
for your craft story. 
From bright to smudgy, 
their feathers feature 
all manner of tones to 
suit a country scheme. 

^ Collect bird images 

that can be used for 
crafting. Gift wrap, 
cards and magazines 
are all good sources, or 
try tiles, cookie cutters, 
buttons and badges. » 


SEE PAGE 147 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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, Style up 
notebooks 


I- 

(), Make a 
dancing mobile 










Gret creative 


Hid-w*- ti2' vt,,. 
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Decorate boxes 
with decoupage 

Cut out and keep images of your 
favourite feathered friends and paste 
onto boxes for a coxmtry storage 
solution. Taking clean and dust-free 
boxes, paste the back of the cut-out 
bird with a multipurpose decoupage 
sealer, glue and finish. Place on the 
box and lightly smooth over with 
a brush or piece of foam to remove 
air bubbles and excess glue. Repeat 
with the other cut-outs, then finish 
off with a final coat of the sealer. 

Try using monochrome 
images on the boxes to achieve a 
more graphic, sophisticated look. 


Mod Podge all-in-one 

sealer, glue and finish, 

£4, Hobbycraft. Other 
items, all similar from; 
Birds paper. The Craft 
Corner. Clipboard, 
Chalkboards UK. 
Boxes, The Bag N Box 
Man. Bird, The Vintage 
Swallow. Tray, Amara. 


Frame your 
own pictures 

Place pretty birds in re-purposed 
frames. Layer up images, artwork 
and book covers onto paper or the 
wall, and fix with a non-staining tack 
adhesive such as UHU White Tack. 
Add origami paper birds, made 
by cutting out the body and wing 
shape from paper (see Openchpart 
for shape ideas). Glue together with 
paper glue - we like Copydex. Once 
you’re happy with your placement, 
remove the frame back, position 
the frame over the image and hang 
on the wall with a white-painted nail. 
^ Add texture by including toy 

/r 
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i 
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or model birds. 



Copydex, £4.99 for 
1 25ml, Homebase. 


Create a wall 
of birds 

Put up a favourite species in flight 
using paper bird profiles created 
on craft or handmade paper. Draw, 
trace and cut out shapes of birds 
such as swifts and swallows. Use 
your own sketches as inspiration or 
download free-to-copy illustrations 
from websites such as Openchpart. 
For a permanent display, paste the 
shapes to the wall with diluted 
wallpaper paste, or for a temporary 
feature use a non-staining tack 
adhesive such as UHU White Tack. 

^ To produce a 3D effect, just 

glue the middle of the birds to the 
wall and watch 
them flutter and 
c create shadows. 


Items, all similar from: 

Bird shapes, 

Openclipart. Paper, 
Paperchase. Chair, 
Ercol. Lamp, Ikea. 
Stationery, Muji. 
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Other items, all similar \ 


: from: Vintage bird \ 
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cards and posters, ^ 

Ebay and Etsy. Origami ! 

m 
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paper, Paperchase. 
Frames, Ikea. Bird 
shape, Hobbycraft. 


C Style up 
^ notebooks 

Give plain writing pads and 
notebooks a personaUsed feel with 
lovely touches of bird imagery. 

Cut out paper bird shapes, as before, 
from free-to-download onhne sources 
like Openchpart, in craft or handmade 
paper. Paste the backs of the birds 
with paper glue, such as PVA, and 
stick the shapes to the front of the 
book, smoothing any air bubbles 
with a brush, then leave to dry. Why 
not make a few books and tie with 
ribbon as a thoughtful gift idea? 

^ Use handmade paper to 
give a more textural element to the 
notebook cover. 


Notebooks, £1.75 
each, Muji. PVA glue, 
£1.50 for 300ml, 
Hobbycraft. Other 
items, all similar from: 
Shapes, Openclipart. 
Paper, Paperchase. 
Feather, Hobbycraft. 
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Fashion stylish 
plant supports 

Lavish plants with TLC by creating 
a plant support with a bird topper 
made from musical manuscripts. 
Download bird images from free 
online sources, as before, or sketch 
your own. Draw, trace and cut out a 
bird shape on a music score. Paint a 
short piece of doweUlng rod with two 
coats of white eggshell paint. Glue 
the middle of the bird (as shown) 
to the rod with a general-purpose 
craft glue and allow to dry. 

^ For a sturdier bird, paste the 

music paper onto both sides of thick 
caiTl before tracing and cutting. 


Vintage sheet music 
printed paper, £3, 
Etsy. Other items, 
all similar from: Bird 
shapes, Openclipart. 
Wooden dowels, 
Wickes. Bird cage 
decoration. Not on 
the High Street. Bird 
ornament, Skandium. 


Make a 

dancing mobile 

This will cheer up a quiet corner. 
Make paper birds by drawing and 
cutting out a shape from craft 
paper. Paint a face if you like. Take 
another piece of paper the same 
length as the bird and concertina 
fold narrowly lengthways. Make a 
small slit in the middle of the bird 
with a craft knife and push the 
folded paper through imtil equal on 
both sides. Fan out to make wings. 
(You could also cut a wing from 
paper and stick it on.) Hang from 
a branch with clear thread or fix 
with a loop of jewellery wire through 

the bird. 

^ Secure 
clear thread 
near the neck 
of the bird so 
it’s balanced. 

Paper, Paperchase. 
Wire, Hobbycraft. 
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NEXT MONTH THE CRAFTY KITCHEN 




PORTABLE. POWERFUL 

AND NO CORD TO GET 
IN YOUR WAY. 




Lift out cylinder for cleaning 
stairs, cars and around 
the home. 

Battery powered with 60 
minute run time* 

Cyclone Technology delivers 
constsant powerful suction*' 

3SS.co.uk/ch 


Part of the 

Vax Cordless family 


CorA'hii.tea<ciye^^Lr,urititTte usirtg. two batteries across carpets and hard floors. Standard Mode. Results for individual floor types may vary, 
^^Si'^-f l&PEditi'on, 'Clause 5.9. Machine must be maintained as per instructed in the user guide. To max fill line. 

W;c]?^'P P^3;^$t.-r^|'n]be§5mpar'ed to leading GfK handsticks Dec 2013. Wilton carpet.,.. 


vax 


Lithium 





My kind of country 


u I like nothing more than 

pulling on my wellies 

and going for a eountry walk 





A 





A fter studying art and design at 
college, Ashley Thomas launched 
her own brand of home accessories 
from her attic in S008. She now has a 
successful design collaboration with 
Debenhams, called At Home with Ashley 
Thomas, and her own range is stocked in 
interiors shops across the UK. Handmade 
cushions, quirky tea towels, cards and 
limited-edition art prints and wallpapers 
featuring seaside nostalgia, playful cats and 
dogs, and vintage florals are all digitally 
designed and made in England. 

Never without her sketchbook, Ashley 
has drawn pets, flowers and landscapes 
since childhood, and her inspiration often 
comes from the smallest detail: the pattern 
on a vintage plate or birds in her garden. 
We went to the Peak District to meet her... 

What do you love most about where you 
livef I hve in an old Victorian house with 
my husband and our curly-haired cat, Rex. 
(I’m a firm believer that no home should be 
without a pet.) I grew up in London, but have 
lived in Derbyshire for IS years in a small 
market town on the edge of the Peak District. 
I love being so close to the countryside, 
as I can be on top of a hill in minutes. I also 
hve near some fantastic locations, such as 
Chatsworth, but have fast hnks to London, 
so it reaUy is the best of both worlds. 

Sum up yourperfeet eountry home. 

An old stone-built farmhouse with a huge 
kitchen and spectacular views of rolhng 



hiUs. Our garden would be fuU of foxgloves 
with chickens scratching around, and in 
it there would be a summerhouse that 
I could use as a design studio. Inside, there 
would be vases filled with freshly gathered 
peonies - my favourite flower. 

What inspires you most about living in 
the eountry? Pulhng on a pair of weUies 
and going for a long coimtiy walk. Fresh air 
has a magical effect and clears the head. It 
helps put everything in perspective. I moved 
into my new studio on the Welbeck Estate 
in Sherwood Forest last summer. It’s a » 
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A project 
takes shape 
in the studio. 


Ashley's 
{rreations line 
j her kitchen. 


Bryony bedlirHan and 
cushions from the new 
At Home with Ashley 
Thomas cpIlectioVi. 


HOUSE 


Ashley's watering 
L hole of choice. 








My kind of country 


wonderfully creative and inspiring place, 
which I feel privileged to be part of. 

What is your earliest memory ofbeiny 
in the eountryside? I loved making mud 
pies with my sister and building straw-bale 
assault courses in the barn and DIY tree 
swings. We grew up in a coimtry estate 
near London, so there was always lots to do. 

Do you have any hobbies? I bake and 
cook, even though my kitchen is tiny. It’s 
a lovely way to spend a Simday afternoon. 
Family and friends enjoy my creations - 
that’s the best part. My favourite cake is a 
Victoria sponge. I get ideas from food blogs 
and my mother-in-law’s amazing collection 
of vintage cook books. 

Your favourite loealpub? The Fox House 
at Longshaw is surroimded by spectacular 
scenery and great walks along Burbage 
Edge. If you’re really lucky, you’ll see herds 
of deer out on the moors. 

Describe your perfeet weekend... On Friday 
I wind down with friends after work in the 
pub. Saturday starts with a lie-in, then it’s 
off to Sherwood Forest for a session on the 
Segways, followed by a picnic and a film in 






I couldn’t live without... 

My bed, my sketchbook 
and cups of tea^^ 


the evening with my husband, Phil. Sunday 
usually starts with an early-morning 
car-boot sale (I’m obsessed!), hxmting for 
antiques and unusual finds, then afternoon 
tea with friends. The weekend ends with a 
Sunday roast at home with all the family. 

Where do you like to shop loeally? The 
award-winning Welbeck Farm Shop is just 
a stone’s throw from my studio so I’ll 
often pop in there for lunch. It’s also full 
of dehcious local produce. 


ABOVE The Welbeck 
Farm Shop keeps 
Ashley in fresh cheese 
and produce. Her own 
garden is a source 
of rhubarb, which 
she loves to use in 
homemade ice cream. 


What is your favourite seasonal food 
and how do you eook it? Rhubarb - when 
my rhubarb plants start to shoot I know 
that spring has arrived. I have an amazing 
patch and we harvest it three times a year. 
I’ve made everything from rhubarb and 
chilh chutney to rhubarb ice cream. 


Tell us about your favourite items in 
the new eolleetion? I love the Scottie 
cushion and vintage handkerchief design 
bedding. Bryony, at Debenhams. 

@ Visit ashle3rtho1nasdesign.co.uk. 

Also see Ashley’s range at Debenhams, 
illustrated with retro shop fronts and 
tearooms from the great British high street. 
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FEATURE SARAH WILSON PHOTOGRAPHS POLLY ELTES, (ICE CREAM) TIMEINCUKCONTENT.COM 


Country Homes Sc Interiors promotion 


ove 



Linavian SLyie 


HEAD TO DEBENHAMSTHIS SPRING FOR EFFORTLESS PARED-BACK LOOKS 
THAT ARE PERFECT FOR THE RELAXED COUNTRY HOME 



JONfiS 


15% off Debenhams Home 


Title First name 

Surname™. 

Email address 

NO, I would not like to receive Debenhams emails. 


744 > 


By providing your information you are signing up to receive Debenhams 
marketing emails and you are confirming you are happy to receive information 
and offers from Debenhams Retail pic about our products and services. Your data will be managed in accordance with 
our privacy policy. You can unsubscribe from Debenhams emails at anytime using the link provided in the emails sent 
to you. By submitting your details you are confirming you are aged 1 2 years or over. 

This offer entitles you to 1 5% off full price Debenhams Home products only, while stocks last (the 'Offer'). Full-priced 
products only and excludes furniture, rugs, electricals, tablets, cameras, Le Creuset and selected concessions. Voucher is 
valid at any UK Debenhams store and online at Debenhams.com for a single transaction from 2 April until 2 May 201 5 
(inclusive). To redeem the Offer in store, show this Voucher to a member of staff at the till. To redeem the Offer online, 
enter code HN72 into the promotional box at the online check-out. This Offer is promoted by Debenhams Retail pic, 
registered no 83395, whose registered office is at 1 0 Brock Street, Regent's Place, London NW1 3FG. For full terms and 
conditions, please see debenhams.com/customer-service/terms-and-conditions. 

DEBENHAMS 


Pickup 
your FREE 
copy in 
store now 


1 Betty Jackson. Black cushion, £32. 2 Clip-top glass 
bottle, £5. 3 RJR. John Rocha teapot, £37.50; sugar 
pot, £16. 4 RJR. John Rocha placemat, £12 for 2. 

5 Vases, £15 for 3. 


^shdl^lder (as vase), 
^£15; Gordon Ramsay by 
Royal Doulton tableware, 
Jones Savoy 
wall clock, £65.-^ 


Online code HN72 


HA 












S candinavian style, a classic look 
for modern country living, is one 
of the key trends this season 
at Debenhams. Artisan in origin, this 
relaxed style combines texture, organic 
shapes and translucent lustres for a 
pared-back look that’s simple to achieve. 

You’ll find all you need in the 
Debenhams Spring/Summer 2015 Home 
collection. Prom woven throws and 
coloured glass to beautiful everyday 
tableware, the latest collections can 
help you transform your home for the 
new season. Pick up the FREE Home 
catalogue in store, and pop online for 
more inspiration on how to get the look. 
Claim your 15% discount by presenting 
the completed voucher (right) in store, 
or entering code HN7S in the promotional 
box onUne at Debenhams.com. 
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FOR THE FULL TETRAD EXPERIENCE PLEASE CONTACT OUR PREMIER STOCKISTS LISTED BELOW 


Aberdeen Archibalds • Abingdon Lee Longlands • Ballymena Algram • Banchory Taylors • Barnstaple Padfields • Barrow-in-Furness Stollers • 
Bath TR Hayes • Battersea, London Barker & Stonehouse • Battle Battle Interiors • Beverley Alexander Ellis • Birmingham Lee Longlands • 
Bo'ness Belgica • Brighouse Websters Furniture • Broughty Ferry Gillies • Canterbury Lenleys • Cardiff Eddershaws • Carlisle Vaseys • 
Chesterfield Brampton House Furnishers • Clitheroe Shackletons Home & Garden • Colchester Hatfields • Darlington Barker & Stonehouse • 
Dartford Farningham Oak 'Derby Lee Longlands • Doncaster Ward Brothers • Dumfries Barbours • Edinburgh Martin & Frost • Elgin Anderson & 
England • Falmouth Richard Cook • Fulham, London Darlings of Chelsea • Gateshead Barker & Stonehouse • Glasgow John Dick & Son • 
Glasgow MacDonald Furniture Galleries • Grimsby AW Robinson Furniture • Guernsey Scope Furnishing • Hawick Chrysties • Hull Barker & 
Stonehouse • Inverness Ogilvies • Inverurie Andersens • Kidderminster Furniture Barn • Kilmarnock Tannahills • Kingsbridge Peter Betteridge • 
Knaresborough Barker & Stonehouse • Leamington Spa Whartons • Leeds Barker & Stonehouse • Leicester Fenwicks • Lincoln GH Shaw • 
Liverpool Taskers - Aintree • Llanidloes Hafren Furnishers • Macclesfield Arighi Bianchi • Market Harborough Furniture Barn • Middlesbrough 
Barker & Stonehouse • Milton Keynes Morgan Gilder • Montrose Buicks • Morecambe LPC Furniture • Newcastle Barker & Stonehouse • Newton 
Abbot Prestige Furniture • Norwich Jarrolds • Nottingham Barker & Stonehouse • Perth Gillies • Plymouth Furniture World • Rainham G Lukehurst • 
Ringwood Furlong Furniture • Salisbury Mylor & Mawes • Sheffield Ponsford • Sherborne Dodge Interiors • Shrewsbury Alan Ward • Solihull 
Whartons • St Albans Darlings of Chelsea • Streatham, London E & A Wates • Sutton Coldfield Furniture Barn • Tillicoultry Sterling • Tunbridge 
Wells Darlings of Chelsea • Tunbridge Wells Hoopers • Waltham Cross Fishpools • Windsor WJ Daniels • Yeovil The Did Creamery • York Browns 


www.tetrad.co.uk 
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PROJECT 1 
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G lass rooms are a sure 

way to add space with a 
sparkle to a country home, 
whether they’re used for lounging, 
dining or simply enjoying the view. 

These days, many of us will 
opt for the flexible space of an 
extension that’s open to the rest 
of the house, rather than closed 
off by a door. The contemporary 
glass box style works extremely 
well on period properties, since 
Its minimal design does not detract 
from the original building. Oak- 
framed rooms are also popular, 
creating a modern but authentic 
addition to an existing home. 

As an alternative, classic 
conservatory designs maximise 
the use of glazing for both walls 
and roof, yet not at the expense 
of the character of a period home. 
‘A bespoke conservatory can keep 
the styUstlc design appropriate 
to the house and It also allows 
for matching the details exactly,’ 
says Richard Ross-Harper, Senior 
Designer, Marston 8e Langlnger. For 
a grander look, opt for a traditional 
orangery. Its roof supported by 
brlck-bullt pillars and Illuminated 
from above by a hght-flUed lantern. 

Above all, use recommended 
architects, speclahst builders or 
a conservatory company, whose 
expertise will prove Invaluable. 


Seamless addition 

‘Our plan for this green-oak frame 
garden room was not to copy 
the house exactly, but to use the 
same palette of vernacular, natural 
materials and proportions,’ says 
Ben Albright, Sales Manager, Border 
Oak. ‘Handmade clay tiles and bricks 
complement the house and large 
areas of glass give a contemporary 
feel, allowing light to flood In.’ 


Which style of glass extension 
will suit my home? 


Garden room, similar 
(excluding connection 
to the house), from 
£42,000, Border Oak. 



:g are^ 
bnsidfe 
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Aiming higher 

‘A double-height extension maximises 
a feeling of light and space and allows 
views and access from both levels,’ 
says Mervyn Montgomery, Managing 
Director, Hampton Conservatories. 

‘The open gallery also allows light and 
solar gain from the south elevation to 
reach spaces on the northern side.’ » 


Year-round comfort 

‘This is a wonderfully open space, 
with the vaulted ceiling and rafters 
and beams adding character,’ says 
David Handley, Commercial Director, 
Prime Oak. ‘The seasoned oak garden 
room’s solid roof protects from heat 
build-up in the summer and insulates 
the room in winter, while the glazed 
roof panel and bi-fold doors allow 
extra natural light into the room.’ 


Light-filled lantern 

‘The key design issue for an 
orangery roof lantern is proportion,’ 
says Jeremy Preston- Jones, Design 
Department Head, Malbrook. ‘It is 
vital that the glass roof is pitched 
at the correct angle - too steep and 
the room loses cosiness; too flat and 
it has no wow factor. This lantern 
has a S5cm-deep upstand, helping 
to join the view of sky and garden. 
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Painted hardwood 
conservatory, 
^£ 35 , 000 , 
p^Rpom Outside. 


What are the latest looks for 
country conservatories? 


Classic twist 

‘This new light-filled kitchen/ dining 
conservatory is the hub of the 
home,’ says Jane Hindmarch, 
Marketing Manager, Vale Garden 
Houses. ‘The structure has 
traditional elements such as 
pilasters and lead detailing to the 
gable end, but also incorporates 
bi-folding doors for a modern feel.’ 


Country finish 

‘We finished this oak orangery with 
tung oil, which brings out the grain,’ 
says Alex Cole, Sales Director, David 
Sahsbuiy. ‘The seasoned oak beams 
and engineered oak doors and 
windows will age to a beautiful 
silvery finish to complement the 
stonework of the house. Black 
forgework handles complete the look.’ 


Hardwood is the default 
option for a country 
conservatory, but don’t 
overlook aluminium, which 
is maintenance free. 


Clean lines 

‘Planners tend to prefer a simple 
approach on an older or hsted 
building,’ says Michael Bradley, 
Group Managing Director, Room 
Outside. ‘Here, a single-slope roof 
produces the maximum amount of 
natural light, even on a north-facing 
aspect, and allows a straightforward 
abutment to the house.’ 








ii 
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Aluminium 
/Conservatory, cd 
Wood Sage, 
£60,000, Alitex. 
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Country best Conservatory floors 


Material choice 

‘Conservatories in aluminium can copy 
the traditional proportions and profile 
of timber for the perfect fit with a 
country house or cottage,’ says Nick 
Bashford, Director, Ahtex. ‘Unless 
someone points it out, you probably 
won’t reaUse that a conservatory is 
powder-coated aluminium rather than 
hand-painted wood. Aluminium is very 
low maintenance and weathertight, as it 
expands and contracts less than wood.’ 






Wood effect 

Low-maintenance 
porcelain tiles. 

• Boardwalk Maple 
tiles, from £90 sq m. 
Stone & Ceramic 
Warehouse. 



Classic stone 

Flagstones with a 
distressed look. 

• Pierre du Mont 
limestone, 

£198 sq m, 

Paris Ceramics. 



Pretty design 

Decorative easy- 
care ceramic tiles. 

• DecoTribeca 
Acero ceramic 
tiles, £81.56 sq m, 
Porcelanosa. 


Attention to detail 

‘A bespoke conservatory was the ideal 
addition to this mid- Victorian gothic 
house,’ says Richard Ross-Harper, 
Senior Designer, Marston & Langinger. 
‘The window profiles correspond to 
templates taken of the existing house, 
so the proportion and springing of 
the pointed arch could be appropriately 
matched. The windows are top hung 
- a throwback to the vintage 
greenhouse vernacular.’ » 
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How can I link 
living areas? 


Old meets new 

‘Our brief was for a contemporary 
double-height structural glass 
solution to hnk the front and rear of 
a barn,’ says Andrew Sale, Architect, 
Trombe. ‘We used the area where the 
doors would have been to maximise 
the views, including doors on both 
sides and ahgning all materials for a 
flush appearance with the glass.’ 


Beautiful frame 

‘Oak adds character to a project,’ says 
Edward Hamilton, Managing Director, 
Oakmasters. ‘On this link building, the 
curved braces aren’t just decorative, 
but also stop the frame from racking. 
They sit behind the glass, so they 
don’t interfere with the weather seals.’ 




Seamless join 

‘This project for an old dairy in 
Oxfordshire hnks the kitchen to an 
annexe with a bedroom and 
bathroom,’ says Rawden Rogerson, 
Managing Director, Bartholomew. 
‘The new glazed sitting area brings 
hght into the kitchen and has 
high-level automatic roof vents.’ 


i Glazed structure, 
^ £46,000, Trombe. 




Double glazing with solar-control 
glass on outer panes and 
low-emissivity glass on inner 
helps regulate temperature. 
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A lot goes into a Rangemasterto ensure 
a lot comes out. Our cooker doors for 
instance, use a single pressed 0.9mm 
gauge outer door panel to prevent any 
warping over time. 

The durable paint finishes are even 
identical to the ones used to coat 
Europe’s tallest building, the Shard. 
Building a cooker in any other way, we 
believe, would be a recipe for disaster. 

But don’t just take our word for it. 
The proof is surely in the pudding, 
casserole, pie, souffle... 

Call 0800 804 6261 or visit us at 
rangemaster.co.uk 


RANCtmaster 


Built from experience 


K 

K 


Some call it attention to detail. 

We simply call it using the right ingredients. 




PROJECT Z 



How can clever storage 

help me de-clutter the bathroom? 


leaping the space of clutter 
can make even a bijou 
bathroom feel expansive. 

To restore order the coimtry way, 
find furniture that’s inspiring as 
well as practical, using freestanding 
storage in a mix of styles for an 
individual look. Keep an eye out for 
vintage pieces that can be repainted. 

Modular furniture is another 
option: pieces are linked in style 
and size, and can be configured to 
suit your room. ‘The trend is for 
wall-hung units, fitted without a 
plinth,’ says David Gray, Product 
Designer, Roper Rhodes. ‘They 
have a weightless look, but offer 


the same amount of storage as 
a standard [floor-standing] unit.’ 

Choose fitted furniture, tailored 
to your needs, to maximise every 
inch - even awkward corners 
- in a smaller bathroom and also < 
hide pipework. In an older home, 
bespoke designs can accommodate 
walls, ceilings and floors that 
aren’t perfectly straight or flat. 

‘A bespoke cabinet maker will be 
able to advise on imaginative f 

ways of using the most exquisite | 
materials, which can elevate even ; 

f 

the most pared-back of designs,’ J 
says Steven de Mimnich, Design I 
Director, Smallbone of Devizes. ) 

. ! 



Standing tall 

Slim storage slots 
neatly into a corner, 
and if it also reaches 
high above a dado 
rail it’ll be big enough 
to take aU your 
bathroom sundries 
with ease. Made from 
sustainably sourced 
timber, this tall boy 
is available in four 
finishes, including 
Oyster, shown, 
and with a choice 
of handles. 



Calidris accessory 
rail, £126; basket, 
£52, both Ripples. 



Hanging space 

Encourage tidy ways in the bathroom 
with an oak-fimsh accessory rail 
fitted with six practical hooks. It will 
hang onto towels, shower caps and 
more, while an optional basket is 
designed to slot on for extra storage. 



Double drawer 

To maintain a sleek external 
appearance, this vanity unit has 
been designed with a single deep 
drawer front, but opening it reveals 
a sUm drawer hidden within, ideal 
for organising smaller items. 
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unit with basin, col 


honed marble worktop, 
£324; w^ti cabinet, 
£323, allX^ura Ashley. 


0if 









HOME IMPROVEMENTS 



“True Oak vanity unit^ 
from £3,240; basin, 
£784, both Villeroy & Boch. 


Natural wood furniture 

A real oak vanity unit creates a 
warm look in a contemporary room. 
Display pretty bottles and towels on 
its shelves and in baskets, or this 
design can be fitted with doors. 



Mirrored storage 

An elegant bespoke cabinet in a 
beautiful wood such as black walnut, 
chosen for its rich character and 
subtle grain, can give your bathroom 
a truly luxurious look. This design 
can also be painted in any colour 
or finish by Smallbone’s speciahsts. 



Sneak in extra 
storage space 
by using a slim 
larder-style 
pull-out unit, or 
an under-basin 
drawer that 
fits around 
a wastepipe. 


Fitted cabinets 

For a streamhned 
effect with plenty of 
storage space, fit mix- 
and-match white 
painted units below a 
dark worktop. 



Hampton unit, £312;-^^ 
basin, £15^0|5Ii7 
:^Wessex tap, £21! 0, alL 
M - Roper Rfiodes. i 



Ladder shelves 

Open storage is a visual plus as it 
doesn’t make a space feel closed in. 
This country-style ladder keeps towels 
and small items within reach and 
can be repositioned as necessary. 

Also think about a stack of lidded 
woven baskets to hold clean towels. 
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uuesi: one bathrooms 



Where luxury and elegance become one 



Battersea I Chelsea I Clerkenwell I Knightsbridge I Mayfair I Netting Hill I Wandsworth 

Tunbridge Weiis I Oxshott 

+44(0)333 011 3333 At Home Design Service avaiiabie uuestonebathrooms.com 






Over a million home owners around the world have discovered there was no need to rip out and replace 
their old kitchens, when they could simply transform them. Using our unique top that fits on top, rather 
than removing your old worktops, we simply fit directly over them, creating no debris or dust. With 
over 50 colours to choose from, all fully fitted by us, it's the simplest way to achieve your new look. 



& SeryiCis! 

Visit a showroom today 
or calf to book a free 
home consultation 



iV!ADE-TQ-M£A|UBE 

kitchen 

Available in a wide 
range of compfementary 
styles, finishes & colours 



PRqFEfSlQNAlLY 
Fitted I, n One Day 
Our lifetime warrantied 
granite, guartz, recycled 
glass porcelain worktops 



GRANITE' R 


transformations 

kitchen & bathroom makeovers 


crend 

hPPPOVED 


•^0800 044 5393 

mobile friendly 0330 022 8980 

www.granitetransformations.co.uk 
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Which range suits 
my needs best? 



Ascot combi- 


steam range 
cooker, £7,200; 
island £1 0,632 
(as shown), all 
Steel Cucine. 


A colourful range cooker adds welcome 
warmth to a coxmtry kitchen and 
even traditional styles boast the latest 
features. With always-on heat, classic cast-iron 
ranges such as an Aga accumulate heat for 
cooking; a Rayburn also supphes hot water for 
central heating. Makes such as Steel Cucine 
and Rangemaster offer gas, dual-fuel and 
electric ovens as weU as induction or gas hobs. 
Fuel choices Oil, the traditional fuel for ranges, 
remains popular in areas without mains gas. 
Gas is cheaper and more efficient, while dual 
fuel (gas hob, electric oven) offers control and 
efficiency. Wood-fired ranges, such as an Esse, 
are eco friendly and many heat water for 
radiators but you need a ready supply of logs. 
Range tops Agas and Rayburns have one or 
two always-on hot plates; other configurations 
include induction, griddles, char broilers and 
French tops (heavy steel plates heated by 
hidden gas burners). 

Pire-oumed There’s a good trade in second-hand 
cast-iron ranges, enabling you to invest for 
less. Visit classycookers.co.uk to find out more. 



Best for. . . 

heating the home 

The built-in boiler heats 20 radiators 
and provides hot water, while the cast- 
iron hotplate has space for 8 pans. 
Solid fuel.A-rated boiler. H91xW99.5x 
D58.2cm. Ovens: 47L(top) and 34.1 L. 

• Rayburn 600, £7,549, Rayburn. 



Best for. . . speed 

Available in 10 colours including 
stainless steel, this has a 5-burner 
induction hob plus 2 ovens (fan 
and multifunction). Electric. Energy 
rating: A. H91xW1 00xD59.5cm. 
Oven capacity: 81 L (right), 73L (left). 
• Elise 100 Induction, £2,469, 
Rangemaster. 



Best for. . . 

smaller kitchens 

For those who want constant heat 
without solid fuel. An induction hob 
on the right means heat can be turned 
off in summer. Electric. H90xW90x 
D60cm. Ovens: 56L (top) and 53L. 

• 90i, £6,250, Everhot. 



Best for. . . 

traditional cooking 

An iconic range in 1 2 colours with 
always-on heat, 2 cast-iron hot plates 
plus warming plate or hob (gas or 
electric ceramic). H85.1xW148.7x 
D69.8cm. Ovens: 2 x 46.41 L; 2 x 43.9L. 

• 4-oven Traditional Aga, from 



£9,425, Aga. 


Best for. . . value 

With a grill, easy-clean ovens, 5-burner 
gas hob and slow-cooking options, this 
carries a superb price tag. Available 
in pale blue or black. Dual fuel. 
Energy rating: A. H90xW90xD60cm. 
Ovens: 63L (main), 79L (tall). 

• AL90F230 A La Carte, £899, 
Leisure at Currys. 



Best for. . . entertaining 

Two ovens, each with 9 functions and 
fast heat-up time, offer more than 
enough cooking space for Sunday 
lunch. The hob has an electric griddle. 
Dual fuel. Energy rating: A. H87x 
W119.5xD60cm.Ovens: 2x52L. 

• Fleet 120 Twin, £4,799, Britannia. 
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BEAUTY IS ONLY HALF THE STORY. 

It's said people buy with their eyes. But we know you also buy with your head 
and heart. Our floorcoverings all come with a story. And provide the perfect 
stage on which to write yours. 

Floorcovering shown: Wool Fabulous Diamond, one of many beautiful, tactile 
designs within our extensive Wool range, crucial-trading.com 

ww 

Creative Floorcoverings & Rugs by 

CRUCIAL TRADING 



Urban 

regeneration 

Introducing the all-new electric AGA City60, 
a 2-oven cast iron AGA, the same size as a 
conventional cooker. It uses radiant heat which 
is gentler on food, successfully locking in both 
moisture and flavour as it cooks. 







f The 

I Country 

1 Decorator 


Decorative tiles in pla3h'ul 
patterns are featuring on 
floors this season - what 
better reason to look down 
for inspiration and plan 
a chic coimtry scheme 
from the bottom up 



Cheer up a kitchen with swirly pattern 

A gently curhng design in tones of stone, sand and 
grey will add the illusion of softness to a country floor. 
Jenny Wasson, Design Co-ordinator, Original Style, says, 
‘Scrolling patterns with soft curves look wonderful in 
a country-style home as they reference earher historical 
floor patterns and are restful, calming and inviting.’ 


Design secrets 



Create a feature 
rug panel 


In a small bathroom 
create a sense of space 
by using border tile 
designs to resemble 
a rug outline on the 
tiny floor space. For a 
contemporary feel, team 
simple border tiles with 
a panel of plain ones, 
or for a more eclectic 
finish try decorative 
floral tiles for the centre 
with a co-ordinating 
design for the border. 


ii 


» ii 







Arabesque tiles, 
12x20. 5cm, cols Draa 
(blue), Imini (taupe) v 
es (white), 
9.85 sq m, 
ired Earth, 


Add interest with shapely tiles Panelling 

teamed with a chequerboard tiled floor is a traditional 
feature of many coiuitry homes. Rob Whitaker, Creative 
Director, Fired Earth, suggests Moorish designs ‘with 
sweeping curves for an eye-catching contrast to angular 
panelling, to soften the scheme and add splashes of colour’. 



in step with 
.assic scheme 


Intricate geometric 
patterned floors are 
synonymous with the 
generous hallways 
of large Victorian 
and Edwardian 
period homes. 

You can create a 
welcoming feel for 
the entrance hall 
in a smaller country 
home by using 
classic encaustic 
tiles in traditional 
styles and colours. » 
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Make a patchwork Embrace one of this season’s 
hot trends by mixing bold patterns in bright shades for 
a quirky hallway floor. The tiles here are from the same 
collection and repeat some of the same colourways and 
motifs, but you could also mix and match. It’s a good 
way, too, to use up stock ends. Many with vintage-style 
furniture and accessories for a true coxmtry Boho feel. 



FS Salisbury 
tiles, 45cm sq, 
£61.68 sq m, 
Topps Tiles. 


)sign on a 
and scale 


Add decorative 
grandeur to a classic 
country home using 
a strong-patterned 
tile alongside plain 
stone paving tiles. 
'Large-format 
encaustic-effect 
tiles with intricate 
detailing capture 
the essence of the 
Mediterranean 
and, mixed with 
plain tiles, they will 
create a feature floor 
guaranteed to bring 
elegance to your 
interior scheme,' 
says Tim Tatlock, 
Head of Buying, 
Topps Tiles. 



Jse geometries 
n modern ways 


For a contemporary 
twist to a traditional 
black and white 
geometric design 
introduce a new 
colour, such as pale 
taupe, to soften the 
overall look. Team the 
flooring with clean-lined 
period-style details 
such as louvred 
shutters, a dado rail, 
simple wooden 
furniture or a fireplace 
surround painted in 
the same accent shade 
to ensure there is 
maximum impact. 


^ ^ Tricks of the trade... 

• • To avoid patterned tiles 
competing with period details go for 
a monochrome theme or reclaimed 
tiles with their muted patina A A 

Harriet Roberts, Co-founder and Director, Bert & May 



Country meets contemporary Bang on trend 

and extremely easy to achieve, a highly decorative tiled 
floor will lend a period country-style feel to a modern 
kitchen. For the most successful effect, stick to a pattern 
in a soft neutral palette and make it ‘modern rustic’, with 
walls clad in natural wood, sleek white hlgh-gloss imits 
and appliances in industrial-style stainless steel. 
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wallpaperdirect Spring... 


Greens. 
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Beautiful wallpapers and accessories at wallpaperdirect.com 


Pair with the perfect paint at designerpaint.com 

Make decorating simple. 
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Growing gracefully 

CREATING A GARDEN FROM SCRATCH ALLOWED VANESSA WINTERS TO ACHIEVE 




THE PERFECT BALANCE OF ABUNDANT PLANTING AND CLASSICAL DESIGN 





Wiltshire garden 
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Early-summer border 
The exuberant display 
includes the ornamental 
onion, Allium hollandicum 
'Purple Sensation', just 
topping Nepeta racemosa 
'Walker's Low' (also 
opposite) with Alchemilla 
mo///s. Oriental poppies, 
foxgloves, aquilegias, 
hardy geraniums and 
white valerian. » 









The joy of watching fledgling plants flourish 

and grow intensifies each year for Vanessa and Terry Winters 
as they develop their new garden. ‘We had long dreamed of 
creating a garden from scratch,’ say the couple, who moved 
into their home in West Dean, near Sahsbury, four years ago. 

The move took place after they had spent several years 
scouring the area for a property within easy reach of Terry’s 
design studio in Winchester. They chose Ordnance House as it 
sits alone among fields with views of Dean Hill, now a nature 
reserve. ‘The garden has a wonderful crystal-clear hght that 
is special to the area,’ says Terry. ‘It sometimes feels almost 
as though we’re in the south of Prance.’ 

For much of their first summer Vanessa and Terry were 
busy finalising a design and preparing for a digger to landscape 
the area. Once that was completed, the back-breaking work of 
wheelbarrowing tonnes of topsoil and compost to fill beds and 
borders began. Grass seed was sown on newly levelled lawns, 
and key trees and shrubs, such as hawthorns, hornbeams, 
birches, apples, pears and standards of Portugal laurel and 
Viburnum tinus were planted. 

Gradually, a garden that wrapped around the four sides 
of Ordnance House emerged with a skilful arrangement of 
box-edged beds and long borders filled with herbaceous planting 
and anchored by topiary. The layout of the gently rising 
back garden revolves aroimd a circular bed planted with four 
hawthorns CCrataegus persimilis ‘Prunifolia’). Providing a 


Catmintpath 

A path edged in 
a mix of catmint 
(Nepeta 'Six Hills 
Giant' is gradually 
being replaced with 
N. racemosa 'Walker's 
Low') leads to a circle 
of broad-leaved 
cockspur thorn 
(Crataegus persimilis 
'Prunifolia'), rising 
above purple and 
white alliums. 


At home with... 

Owners Vanessa Winters 
and her husband Terry, 
who run their own design 
company. They live here with 
their Shar Pei, Jambo. 

House A four-bedroom 
property built in 2009, 
replacing a former Ministry 
of Defence home. 

Garden The one-acre 
garden wraps around the 
house in a series of lawns, 
beds and borders linked by 
paths, with a potager, orchard, 
gazebo, formal parterre, 
grassy mound, lavender 
collection and seating areas. 


central focal point, this bed also forms an axis through which 


two main paths pass, linking different sections and areas of 


planting. A path leads to an elegant oak bench on the far » 
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Wiltshire garden 





Creamy coloured 
Sisyrinchium striatum 
surround privet standards 
cut into lollipop shapes. 



Aquilegia vulgaris 
var. stellata 

'White Barlow'. * 

t 


What we love most... 

‘The way the 
house and garden 
Gomplement each 
other, with the 
garden providing 
different vistas 
from within 
the house’ 



Erysfmum 


y;^BQwles s Mauve 
(left) and Geranium 
^ Rozanne frame 
a seating area. 
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Wiltshire garden 


What makes thw garden so speeialS- 
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Espaliered 
fruit trees 

Carefully trained 
fruit trees edge the 
lawn - the result is 
an attractive and 
space-saving way 
to grow fruit. 


Side of the garden. ‘It is quiet place to sit, and seen from the 
house is a pleasure to look at,’ says Vanessa. 

A broad catmint walk runs diagonally along the garden 
ending at the eastern corner in a newly planted orchard 
surrounding an oak-framed gazebo, built by a local craftsman 
to Terry’s design. ‘The rustic structure fits into the iniral 
landscape and provides a veiy visible focal point,’ he says. 

It also balances the opposite, westerly end of the catmint 
walk with a formal gravel parterre of Portugal laurel standards, 
stone, box and lavender balls. ‘We wanted a scheme that 
incorporated hidden areas and gave open views over the garden, 
with glimpses of the coimtryside beyond,’ says Vanessa. 

The different areas are defined with box hedging, while yew 
and box balls are used throughout. Some paths have been 
designed wider at one end and narrower at the other. ‘It’s an 
old perspective trick to make paths look longer,’ says Vanessa. 

The catmint walk edged in a mix of Nepeta ‘Six Hills Giant’ 
and N. racemosa ‘Walker’s Low’ attracts scores of bees. It 
skirts lawns, a hne of espaUered fmiit trees and borders and 
beds, including one filled with unusual lavender varieties. 

The lavender thrives in the original poor, sharp-draining soil. 
‘I’ve become sUghtly obsessed with it, adding more whenever 
I can,’ says Terry. The collection includes imusual Lavandula 
angustifolia and later-flowering L. x intermedia varieties to give 
an extended display. ‘The lavender bed plays host to many bees 
and butterflies - a sign of a healthy, balanced garden,’ he says. 

The design is continually evolving, especially the tree planting. 
Shapely tree specimens include three tall Pyrus calleryana 
‘Chanticleer’ planted along the catmint path. Their flowering » 


Classic 


Beautiful bulbs 

Use to achieve a mature 
look in a young garden. 

Need to know... 

• Start by improving soil by 
laying a thick mulch of 

compost across the beds 
and borders. 

• Plant hundreds of bulbs 
in autumn to run in rivers and 
drifts. Buy in bulk by the sack 

from specialists, such as Direct 
Bulbs (01 962 840038, 
directbulbs.co.uk). 

• Flower beds can be any 
shape or size, but first mark out 
on the ground with spray paint, 

then view from all angles, 
checking size and location. 

• Either draw a plan of 
where to plant the bulbs, or 
mark out on the ground, 
placing the bulbs in 
odd-numbered groups. 

• Plant each bulb at a depth 
at least three times its height 

to ensure it is strongly rooted. 


housetohome.co.uk/countryhomesanciinteriors 107 













On our doorstep... 

Visit... 'Longstock Park Water 
Gardens (01 264 81 0904, 
longstockpark.co.uk) in 
Stockbridge - a lovely garden 
and little-known part of the 
John Lewis Partnership.' 

shop at... 'Niwaki (0345 
474 1 041 , niwaki.com) in 
Shaftesbury. This tool 
showroom has brilliant 
Japanese pruners 
and secateurs.' 

Go for a meal at... 

'La Parisienne (01 794 512067, 
la-parisienne.co.uk) in Romsey. 
It is the most authentic 
French-run restaurant and 
serves delicious food.' 


heralds summer, when beds and borders spill over with bulbs 
and herbaceous perennials. 

‘The planting ripples with colours of raspberry, white, purple 
and cream miming through like a layer cake,’ says Teriy. 
Purple and white alliums (‘Purple Sensation’ and lofty ‘Mount 
Everest’) have perfect globes that rise above a froth of mauve 
sweet rocket, wine-coloured aquilegias and white valerian. Then 
there are spires, such as foxgloves in shades of pink, cream or 
white, rising above a swathe of vanilla-coloured Sisyrinchlixm 
stiiatum and the silky petals of Papaver orientale ‘Patty’s Plum’. 

Often in gardening duos one partner is more active than the 
other, but this garden is definitely a team effort. ‘We both hke 
stmcture, order and harmony in equal measure, balanced by 
billowing and abundant planting,’ they say. 

For a garden so recently completed, all the plants - edible, 
structural and ornamental - have settled and grown at an 
astonishingly fast rate. ‘It’s due to light, good air circulation 
and rich, sharp-draining soil, and also by planting so densely, 
moisture is retained at the base of the plants, keeping the 
roots cool, too. Plants thrive in these conditions.’ 

For Vanessa, the productive potager is a particular joy. ‘To 
harvest fresh fruit and vegetables just a few short steps from 
the kitchen gives me such pleasure,’ she says. ‘After much 
hard work, we feel that at last we have a grown-up garden and 
not one in the making - and that gives us such satisfaction.’ 

@ Ordnance House, West Dean, Salisbury, Wiltshire, opens for 
the National Gardens Scheme (ngs.org.uk) on 24 May 2015. 
Groups by appointment between 1 June and 19 July. 


Potager This 
productive part 
of the garden 
has potatoes, 
carrots and lettuce 
varieties. A young 
pleached hornbeam 
hedge separates the 
potager from the 
flower garden. 
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FEATURE AND PHOTOGRAPHS NICOLA STOCKEN 


Wiltshire garden 


I 
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Vanessa and Terry’s 
early summer picks 

1 Evergreen Nepeta racemosa 
'Walker's Low' is loved by bees. 

2 Hesperis matronalis, sweet rocket, 
is another favourite with insects. 

3 Foxglove Digitalis purpurea 
'Camelot Rose' self-seeds well. 

4 Papaver orientale 'Patty's Plum' 
provides a distinctive splash of pink. 

5 Allium hollandicum 'Purple 
Sensation' is a mainstay in the garden. 

6 Sisyrinchium striatum displays 
elegant spikes of creamy flowers. 

7 Self-seeding ^qu/7eg/a vulgaris has 
attractive double blooms. 

8 The long stems of Campanula 
persicifolia make a good cut flower. 


NEXT MONTH COTSWOLD GARDEN WITH JAPANESE INFLUENCES 
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\ Solo planting 

Under apple blossom or in light 
woodland, snake’s head fritillaries 
CFritillaria meleagris) are a welcome 
sight in mid-spring. With drooping 
bell-shaped flowerheads that are 
either white or purple tessellated 
with pink (above), fritillaries 
happily share grassy areas with 
daffodils, cowshps or buttercups. 
Thy flourish on heavy soil and 
self-seed if the grass isn’t mown 
until early autumn. But wildflower 
meadows grown for spring flowering 
can be cut once they’ve finished 
- and sacrificing later flowers can 
give you back a lawn for summer. 


Many flowers are self- 
seeding, so if the meadow 
is correctly managed, the 
flower population will 
improve with time. 


2 Mixed 
spring bulbs 

A perennial meadow planted with a 
succession of bulbs is ever changing, 
sometimes even on the same day. 
This meadow is studded with jewel- 
like colours from winter to spring, 
moving from crocuses to narcissi, 
windflower, grape hyacinths and 
dainty Tulipa saxatilis (Bakeri 
Group) <Lilac Wonder’. Spontaneity 
is key, not always easy to capture, 
and this style is time-consuming to 
plant and maintain but well worth it 
for prolonged and varied flowering. 


For the most naturalistic 
look when planting bulbs, 
take a handful and throw 
out gently. Dig the bulbs 
in wherever they fall. 


3 Traditional style 

When ox-eye daisies flower, they 
turn perennial grasslands into 
a haze of milky white, with their 
gently flowing flowers glowing in 
the evening light, hence their other 
common name of moon daisy. The 
mainstay of hay meadows, ox-eye 
daisies thrive alongside buttercups, 
bird’s-foot trefoils, cranesbills and 
knapweed, beneath a sky in which 
a skylark sings. Sadly, most of 
our original meadowland has been 
ploughed up, but gardeners are 
encouraged to redress the balance 
and grow one where they can. 


Mow in late summer. 
Leave cuttings for a day 
or two so insects can 
escape safely. Larger 
meadows may need a 
path mown through. 


ATTRACTING A WEALTH OF BEES AND BUTTERFLIES, PERENNIAL AND ANNUAL 
FLOWER MEADOWS ARE AN ECO-FRIENDLY ALTERNATIVE TO LAWNS 


Plant a flower meadow 




Perennial meadows do best on poor soils, 
which reduce competition from wild grasses. 
On fertile ground, remove the top layer and 
break up the sub-soil, clearing weeds as you 


go. Consider planting yellow rattle - this 
self-seeding annual lives off grasses, sapping 
their strength, helping a meadow thrive. 
The dry seed pods rattle, hence the name. 


In the garden 








With camassias allow the 
seed to set and spill before 
mowing the grass for the first 
time around August, then 
■J':' mow again in autumn. 


In early spring, this perennial naturalises in grass, especially 
meadow is carpeted with Crocus if the groimd is moist, increases 


rapidly over the years. The 
poorer the soil, the richer the 


tommasinianus, followed by 
species narcissi and fritillaries. 

By late May, as the grasses and tapestry in this meadow. In more 

buttercups take over, camassias fertile soil, coarse elements such 

appear en masse (above). Tall as nettles, docks, Yorkshire fog 
blue quamash (C. leichtlinii subsp. (grass) and cow parsley would 
suksdorfli Caerulea Group), which thrive, smothering all else. » 
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Whether you're converting a lawn into 
a flower-rich area, transforming a shady 
corner or planting to attract pollinators, 
there are seed blends for all soils, rich or 


poor. Dig over the ground before summer, 
a year ahead. Sow when the ground is 
warm in April or May. Roll over the ground, 
create shallow drills and broadcast evenly. 


Mixing the small seed with 
fine sawdust or sand makes 
it easier to see where it lands. 
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SEE PAGE 147 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 


The late kaleidoscope 


Weeks after sowing, an organic 
wildflower meadow takes shape. 
It starts as a glorious succession 
of pink and mauve toadflax, blue 
cornflowers and poppies (right), 
giving way to a golden blaze of 
coreopsis and corn marigolds 
before fading gracefully into 
autumn. A key plant throughout 


is fiddleneck or purple tansy 
iPhacelia tanacetifolia^, a hardy 
annual that’s a good cut flower 
and, come autumn, can be dug 
back into the soil as organic 
matter. It’s also courted by bees 
and beneficial insects such as 
lacewings and ladybirds, whose 
n3nnphs feed on imwanted aphids. 






FEATURE AND PHOTOGRAPHS NICOLA STOCKEN 




NEXT MONTH WONDERFUL WAYS WITH ROSES 
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In the garden 
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lo Honey bee 
attractors 

Next to a beehive a small area of 
lawn has been replanted here with 
an annual wildflower meadow of 
corn camomile, field poppies, clover, 
toadflax, sheep’s bit scabious, cow 
parsley and cornflowers. All are 
nectar-rich flowers loved by bees. 
The planting is dense with individual 
flowers josthng for position and, 
hke a good picture, the longer one 
looks, the more detail emerges. It’s 
miraculous that such beauty comes 
from a handful of seeds scattered 
only a few weeks previously. 
Short-lived annual poppies add 
increasing numbers of seedheads 
as summer gives way to autumn. 


Depending on the mix, 
annual meadows flower 
within weeks of sowing 
and stay lovely for 
months. Seed can be 
bought in mixes for spring 
or summer and also for 
which insects they attract. 


7 Early autumn 
Gultivars 

Coming into flower in late siunmer, 
this cultivated meadow of cosmos, 
cow parsley, scarlet flax and field 
poppies will continue well into 
autumn. Cosmos produces much 
feathery foliage, which not only 
adds body but also stifles weeds. 
By autumn, this meadow will have 
created waves of receding colour, 
flowers appearing as if handfuls 
of seed had been thrown into the 
air, to fall where nature chooses: 
cultivated spontaneity at its best. 


Don’t try to feed the 
soil - the poorer it is, 
the better the show 
of flowers will be. 


i Butterfly bringers 

This small garden meadow has been 
planted specifically to attract 
butterflies with a fulsome carpet 
of corn poppies and marigolds, 
California poppies, purple tansy, 
lady’s lace, cornflowers (inset above), 
painted daisies, godetia, mallow, 
scabious and corn camomile. On the 
perimeter, there is an area of nettles 
for small tortoiseshells and peacock 
butterflies, as well as patches of 
longer grass where caterpillars can 
shelter. Setting aside an area of 
wild flowers not only attracts more 
species but it also provides a safe 
haven where numerous creatures 
can lay eggs and overwinter. 


In autumn the meadow 
should be cut back, 
dug over and left fallow 
until the following spring 
when the whole process 
can be repeated again. 




^65g of lams provides 
me the same 
nutrition as up to 
4 wet pouches/* 


m 


'Siw K‘ WET, 


NEW 

pack** 


Indeed, gram for gram, 
lams has more high quality 
nutrition than this other food. 


Recommended daily amount for an average 4 kg cat fed on 
wet or dry food only. Always ensure fresh water is available. 
*Cat bags of 800g and under only. 


health 







Get to know your dog varieties with 
this witty collection. Breeds -A Canine 
Compendium, £9.99, Square Peg. 


mm 


Build a m 

community m 
pond B 

and give H 

water wildlife Sg 

a home... 

• Contact your council 

to find out about Sm 

suitable village land, 
ideally clear of trees. 

• Draft in volunteers to ^ 

dig, line and fill the pond. 

• Visit a garden centre 

to ask what plants to include 
- hornwort, ivy-leaf duckweed 
and water soldier are good. 

• Make it safe with fencing, 
signs and sloping sides. 

• Be kind to frogs and avoid 
I chemicals (froglife.org). 


Fashion, wellbeing, 
eco, pels, travel and 
other nice things 




Wash your face with dew on 
May Day morning. According to 
folklore, dew contains magical 
properties that make your skin 
beautiful the rest of the year. » 
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3 Be hright 
and beautiful 
%/feh {/kv hf 
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Pleated scoop-back patterned 
dress, £1 1 0, Land's End.h 
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UmCcAfCV* 


^ Softer, smoother skin 
after just one shower. 

With our most effective skin-natural nourishment, 
feel the difference it makes to your skin. 

To learn about our breakthrough formula, 
visit Dove.co.uk 
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6 Buy British 

Brintons 

William Brinton saw a gap 
in the flooring market in 
1783 and began spinning 
wool for carpets from his 
local mill in Kidderminster. 
Brintons is still family run, 
employing skilled dyers, 
spinners and weavers. 
Committed to good British 
design, it holds the carpet 
industry's largest pattern 
archive. Among its 20,000 
new designs a year we like 
Epsom Stripe (left), £85 
sq m, from the Laura Ashley 
collection and Marquis 
Regal Red Flake, £90 sq m. 




ilAlli-t 'll W 


Visit Abel & Cole online 
to treat yourself to a 
seasonal juicing box for 
healthy smoothies (recipes 
included), £12.50. Also 
receive regular deliveries 
of fresh organic fruit and 
vegetables, from £1 1 . 
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Go wild with. . . 

Cuckoo flower 

Celebrate May Day with 
this sweet spring bloom 


• Enjoy the pink petals of this 
hedgerow plant, said to flower at the 
cuckoo's first call: a sign of late spring. 

• Hand out posies. Traditionally, 
children gathered wildflowers on May 
Day to give to friends and family. 

• Crown a May Queen. Fill a rattan 
and bamboo ring (£4.40, The 
Essentials Company) with leaves, 
cuckoo flower and seasonal blooms. 
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9 Smell delicious 

Start your day with one of these reviving 
new botanical body washes and shower gels 

1 Extracts of elderflower Grapefruit Fine Body ' 

and gooseberry sourced Wash, £13 for 300ml, 
from the Lost Gardens of Heyland & Whittle. 

Heligan. Summer Rising 3 Delicately fragranced 

Bath & Shower Gel, gel with organic honey, 

Cornish Hedgerows, hydrating aloe vera and 

£20 for 250ml, Noble Isle. calming camomile. 

2 A citrus and green tea Frangipani & Orange 

mix ensures a feel-good Blossom Shower Gel, £1 7 
fragrance. Green Tea & for 250ml, Abahna. » 











Take to a kike 


BALLYGALLY CASTLE 

BALLYGALLY, COUNTY ANTRIM 


We love it because... 

It’s on the Antrim coast 
road, where you’ll find 
famous landmarks such as 
the Giant’s Causeway. The 
setting forms the backdrop 
of films and the TV series 
Game of Thrones. Take 
the SO 14 Giro d’ltaha 
route or if that is too 
energetic, sup a dram 
at Bushmills Distillery. 
What are the rooms like? 
Contemporary style with 
comfortable beds. Enjoy 
views of the landscaped 
gardens or BaUygally Bay. 
And the food? Prom bistro 
menus to private dining 
in the medieval dungeon. 
How much? From ^110 for 
a double with breakfast. 

BaUygally Castle Hotel, 

028 28581066, 
hastingshotels.com. 


ALTON ALBANY 
FARM B&B 

BARR, AYRSHIRE 


We love it because... You 

can try moimtainbiking 
the lofty Carrick Forest 
Mountain Trail towards 
Loch Boon, or gentler 
roads in the Ayrshire 
Alps. Perfect for famihes 
and dog friendly, too, the 
farmhouse is at the 
gateway to Galloway 
Forest Dark Sky Park. 
What are the rooms like? 
Spacious with wonderful 
beds. Look out for the 
owners’ artworks. 

And the food? Enjoy tea 
and cake on arrival. You 
can walk to a pub with 
restaurant for supper. 
How much? From £.85 a 
night for a double room 
and fuU breakfast. 

Alton Albany Farm B&B, 
01465 861148, 
sawdays.co.uk. 


We love it because... 

It’s in the South Downs 
National Park with 
over l,S00km of pubhc 
bridleways, so there’s a 
bike route for every level. 
What are the rooms like? 
Bedrooms and suites are 
furnished with antiques. 
And the food? Dehcious 
lunch on the terrace on 
warmer days, or formal 
dinners by candlehght. 
How much? From £S19 
for a double room with 
breakfast and dinner 
plus cycling concierge 
session; maps; bike lock- 
up; spa and pool; leg and 
foot energising treatment. 

The Spread Eagle Hotel, 
01730 816911, 
hshotels.co.uk. 
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Wrought Iron and Brass Bed Co* 

• • Hand Made in Englaiifl 

A fajiiily mnipanv, where ail our beds arc hand 
made ajid come, widi a lileimie guaiaiuee. 

01485 542516 


Find your style, shop the look 





i BROWSE HUNDREDS OF ROOMS FOR INSPIRATION 


SHOPTHE LOOK 


the ROO M edit, com 

theROOAAedit is brought to you by the Time Inc. (UK) Ltd Homes Network 


wwv^^^vrough tironandbrassbed.co.uk 



MONTPELIER 


GARDEN ROOMS ♦ ORANGERIES ♦ WINDOWS ♦ Bl- FOLDS 


Garden Rooms, Orangeries, Windows & Bi-Folds 

Call: 01384 279933 - Email: info@montpelierjoinery.com - Visit: www.montpelierjoinery.com 



From the makers of 






A MENU FROM THE 

country kitchen 


Pood writer Rosie Birkett cooks 
relaxed, feel-good recipes, ideal 
for Saturdays and Sundays » 
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‘I’ve always thought that cooking is a little 
bit magical,’ says Rosie Birkett. ‘You take 
something as simple as a potato and transform 
it into a dish that makes you purr with pleasure, 
whether it’s salt and vinegar-doused chips, 
a golden garhc-spiked roast spud or a velvety 
veloute. Cooking is remarkable in that sense, as 
it’s one of the most creative things we do for 
ourselves. It’s also about looking after yourself 
and the ones you love, and is one of life’s greatest 
comforts. For me, there is nothing on this earth 
I would rather do than bring together all the 
people I love at the weekend and share good food 
and wine with them. We eat to hve but there’s 
nothing better than living to eat.’ 
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Top tliis healthier version of the breakfast pancake with 
slow-roasted tomatoes and a rich avocado cream. 





I. 




Good times, good food 


Coconut and almond granola 

MAKES 750G 

350g organic jumbo oats 
1 tsp chia seeds (try Waitrose) 

80g pumpkin seeds 

1 5g sunfiower seeds 

1 50g flaked almonds 

50g desiccated coconut 

1 Vi tsp mixed sweet ground spices such as 

cinnamon, ginger and nutmeg 

4 tbsp coconut oil, melted (try Sainsbury's) 

4 tbsp maple syrup 
60g sultanas 

1 Preheat the oven to 180°C/Fan 160°C/Gas 4. 
Line a baking tray with baking parchment. 

2 Put the oats, seeds, almonds, coconut and 
spices in a large mixing bowl. Pour over the 
melted coconut oil and maple syrup, and stir 
until the oil and syrup are well incorporated. 
Spread the mixture on the baking tray in 
an even layer and bake for 15-20 minutes, 
stirring occasionally, until the oats and 
almonds take on a deep golden colour and 
crisp up nicely. 

3 Remove from the oven and leave to cool 
for a few minutes before adding the sultanas. 
Leave to cool completely then store in a sealed 
container for up to 1 month. Tiy serving it 
with coconut water or almond milk. 

Kale and coriander pancakes 

MAKES 8-10 PANCAKES/SERVES 2 

8 cherry tomatoes, halved 

Olive oil, for greasing and drizzling 

Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper 

3 sprigs fresh thyme, leaves picked off 

For the pancakes 

1 0Og organic plain white flour 

V 2 tsp baking powder 

Grated zest of 1 lime 

1 tsp each garlic granules, ground cumin 
and sea salt 

Freshly ground black pepper 

2 large kale leaves, washed and stems removed 
35g coriander leaves and stalks 

100ml milk 



k ^ ^ 

1 free-range egg, beaten ; , ^ 

1 tbsp olive oil ^ 

Rapeseed oil, for frying /' 

For the avocado cream % ' ■ ■ , 

t’ 

1 very ripe avocado ' ' 

Vi shallot, chopped > ■ 

1 tbsp lime Juice | - > 

Pinch of red chilli flakes ' ^ 

1 tbsp tahini ' ' ! 


1 To roast the tomatoes, preheat the oven to 
160°C/Pan 140°C/Gas 3. Place the tomatoes 
on a greased baking tray, drizzle with oh, season, 
then scatter with thyme. Roast for 25-30 
minutes, until softened and shghtly shrivelled. 

2 Meanwhile, make the pancake batter. Put the 
flour, baking powder, zest, garUc granules, 
cumin, salt and pepper into a bowl. Whizz the 
kale leaves and coriander in a food processor 
until very finely chopped. Combine the milk, 
egg, olive oil, chopped kale and coriander in 
another bowl or jug. Pour the liquid ingredients 
into the flour mixture and whisk, adding 

1 tbsp of cold water to the batter to loosen 
it if necessary - you are aiming for the 
consistency of double cream. Leave to stand. 

3 To make the avocado cream, whizz the avocado 
flesh, shallot, juice, chilh flakes and tahini in 

a food processor until smooth. Season to taste. 

4 To cook the pancakes, pour about 1 tbsp 
rapeseed oil onto a small plate and brush a 
medium non-stick frying pan with the oil. Heat 
the pan over a high heat imtil piping hot, then 
tip about half a ladleful of the batter into the 
pan. Swirl the pan in a circular motion to 
evenly distribute the mixture - you’re making 
small, thick, American-style pancakes. Cook 
for 2-3 minutes, then shake the pan. WThen the 
pancake comes away from the bottom easily, 
flip it over and cook on the other side for 

2 minutes, until golden. Transfer to a plate 
and cover with foil to keep warm. 

5 Repeat until all the pancake batter is used 
up. Divide the pancakes between 2 serving 
plates and top with the roasted tomatoes 
and a spoonful of the avocado cream. » 
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Good times, good food' 
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Jersey Royals with samphire 


SERVES 2 AS A SIDE DISH 


.j-»_ 


350g Jersey Royals or other new potatoes, 

washed and scrubbed lightly 

Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper 

100g samphire (try local fishmongers) 

Knob of unsalted butter 

Squeeze of lemon juice 


1 Put the potatoes in a large saucepan, fill 
with cold water and add 2 large pinches of 
salt. Bring to the boil, skinuning the surface 
of any impurities, and cook for 15-20 minutes, 
until the potatoes are squashable with your 
fingers. Don’t be afraid of overcooking them 
- you want them tender, not al dente. 

Z Just before you drain the potatoes, add the 
samphire to the cooking water and blanch for 
about 1 minute, then drain. Transfer to a large 
bowl, add the butter, tossing to coat, and 
season with salt and pepper. Squeeze over 
some lemon juice, and serve iromediately. 
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Seafood sizzle 

SERVES 4 


300g fresh squid, cleaned (ask the fishmonger) 
4 garlic cloves, 2 crushed and 2 finely sliced 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
Juice of Vi lemon 
1 50ml light olive oil 
1 2 shell-on raw tiger prawns 
2 large spring onions, cut into thin matchsticks 
1 tbsp grated fresh ginger 

1 green jalapeno chilli, finely sliced 

2 slices of preserved lemon, pith and 
flesh discarded, finely chopped (optional) 

1 large French baguette, torn into hunks, and 
wedges of lemon, to serve 


1 Prepare the sqioid: cut the body sections 
into rectangles (about 5x3cm) and score the 
imderside hghtly with a sharp knife in a 
cross-hatch pattern. Halve the tentacle section 
of each squid. Wash the squid and pat diy with 
kitchen paper. For the marinade, place the 
squid in a bowl and add the crushed garUc, 

a pinch of salt, some black pepper, 1 tbsp 
lemon juice and a good glug of the olive oil. 

Toss together to coat the squid in the marinade, 
then cover and chill for about 1 hour. 

Z Half an hour before you cook, take all the 
seafood out of the fridge. 

3 Heat 2 tbsp oil in a heavy-based non-stick 
flying pan. Add the spring onion, ginger, chilh 
and preserved lemon (if using) and cook for 

2 minutes, then add the prawns and sliced garlic. 
Cook for 2 minutes, shaking the pan to prevent 
an 3 d;hing burning. When the underside of the 
prawns start turning pink, add the squid and 
its marinade and shake again, cooking for a 
further 2 minutes. Add the remaining oil and 
lemon juice, and cover the pan with a lid or 
plate. Cook for about 3 minutes, shaking the 
pan to make sure everything cooks evenly. 

4 Spoon into serving bowls or onto plates, 
making sure to pour over some of the oil. 

Serve with hrmks of bread and lemon wedges 
and lay out an extra bowl for the shells. 
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Fresh tiger prawhs"h©c%«d with spring onions, garlH 

and chi|l$^€iy out'for a crusty baguittit to soak up the%yhes. >> 





Lemon meringue posset 

This super-simple dessert looks so pretty served in jam jars 

with the little meringue kisses. 
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Good times, good food 


Elderflower spritz 

A light, floral, summery cocktail 
that’s very moreish. Cheers! » 
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Good times, good food 
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Lemon meringue posset 


SERVES 6 


■ 1.^ ■«. ■ 


For the posset 

600ml double cream 
140g caster sugar 

Juice of 3 large, unwaxed lemons and 
grated zest of 2 

Maraschino cherries, to decorate 
For the meringues 

2 medium free-range egg whites, at 
room temperature 
1 25g caster sugar 
1 tbsp ground almonds 
1 tbsp flaked almonds (optional) 


1 To make the posset, slowly heat the cream 
with the sugar in a saucepan, stirring, rmtil 
it comes to the boil. Boil it for precisely 
3 minutes and no more. Remove the pan from 
the heat and whisk in the lemon juice and zest. 
Divide the mixture between 6 clean glass jars, 
allow to cool, and transfer to the fridge to set 
for at least 3 hours, preferably overnight. 

8 Preheat the oven to 130°C/Fan 110°C/ 

Gas Vz and hne a greased baking tray with 
baking parchment. 


SEE PAGE 147 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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3 Whisk the egg whites in a spotlessly clean 
bowl using an electric mixer, until thick 
and fluffy and forming stiff peaks. Gradually 
add the sugar, 1 tbsp at a time, whisking 
constantly until the mixture is thick and 
glossy and leaving clearly defined ribbons 

in the mixture when spooned. 

4 Fit a piping bag with a star nozzle and pipe 
tiny gems of meringue onto the baking sheet, 
leaving space around each one because they 
will puff up. Dust with ground almonds and, 
if you hke, add almond flakes carefully into 

a few of them. Bake in the oven for IVz hours, 
until crispy. When you turn off the oven, leave 
the meringues in the oven with the door closed 
to dry out while the oven drops in temperature. 

5 Serve the possets with the meringues on top, 
and finish with a maraschino cherry. 


Elderflower spritz 


MAKES 1 COCKTAIL 






25ml gin 

25ml elderflower cordial 
75ml prosecco 
Soda water 

Gooseberries and elderflowers, to 
decorate (optional) 


Pour the gin into a glass containing a few ice 
cubes, then add the elderflower cordial and 
prosecco. Top up with soda water and garnish 
with gooseberries and elderflowers if liked. 





Recipes adapted 
from A lot on 
her plate by 
Rosie Birkett; 
photographs 
by Helen 
Cathcart (£25, 
Hardie Grant). 


Download your 
digital edition 
today: visit 
housetohome.co.uk/ 
digital-editions 






1 ■ 








1 


I 




I : / _ 


|4 , , ■>- , |rt 










Vi' / : 




■i. 'fV.* 






'.-V ' 


» ^ t ■k 


-v’, MONTH SUMI^R'FOOD STARTS'HERE 




/- 





COUNTRY HOMES travel 

& INTERIORS 



Lake Garda, Venice and Verona 

This tour is a wonderful blend of some of the finest sights 
in northern Italy - Lake Garda (above), framed by the 
Dolomites; Venice, with the Doge's Palace, St Mark's Basilica 
and the Grand Canal; and Verona, setting for Romeo and Juliet. 


Departing April to October 
201 5, the price includes: 

Return flights fronn nnost UK 
airports, taxes and 
transfers. • Seven nights' 


half board in lake-front 
hotels. • Visit Lake Garda, 
Verona, the Dolomites and 
Venice. • Escorted by an 
experienced tour manager. 




Lake Como, St Moritz and 
[ the Bernina Express 

I Visit beautiful Lakes Como (above), Maggiore and Lugano, 
j see the majestic Alps around St Moritz and take a magical 
> train journey; then see picturesque Bellagio and Bergamo. 

I: 

’ Departing April to October board at four-star hotels. • Trip on 
( 2015, the price includes: the Bernina Express, lake cruise 

j Return flights from most and private visit to Villa del 

'' UK airports, taxes and Balbianello. • Escorted by an 

*■ transfers. • Seven nights' half experienced tour manager. 



Pompeii, Capri and the Bay of Naples 

This fully escorted tour visits the Sorrento Peninsula and 
Bay of Naples (above), one of the prettiest parts of Europe. 


Departing May to 
October 2015, the 
price includes: Return flights 
from most UK airports, taxes 
and transfers. • Seven nights' 
half board in a handpicked 
three- or four-star 
Sorrento hotel. 


• Visits to Sorrento, 
Capri, Vesuvius, Naples' 
National Archaeological 
Museum, Pompeii, 
the dramatic Amalfi coast 
and Ravello. • Escorted 
by an experienced 
tour manager. 


Florence and Tuscany 

[ Spend time discovering the wonders of these Tuscan gems. 


Departing April to October 
2015, the price includes: 

Return flights from most 
UK airports, taxes and 
transfers. • Seven nights' bed 
and breakfast in central 
Florence and medieval 
Tuscany in three-star superior 
and four-star hotels. • Tour of 


Florence, with a timed visit 
to the Uffizi, one of the 
finest art galleries in the 
world. • Visit San Gimignano 
and Pisa. • Enjoy Siena 
(above) and the beautiful 
Tuscan countryside. 

• Escorted by an experienced 
tour manager. 


Additional entrance costs may apply. Prices are per person, based on two sharing and subject to finite availability. Images used in conjunction with 
Riviera Travel. Offer operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel Ltd. ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430, a company wholly independent 
of Country Homes & Interiors, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. When you respond. Time Inc. (UK) Ltd may contact you with offers/services that may be 
of interest. Please give your mobile or email details if you wish to receive such offers by SMS or email. We will not give your details to other companies 

without your permission; please let us know if you are happy for us to do so. 

FOR A BROCHURE CALL 01383 533454, OR BOOK ONLINE AT COHRIVIERA.CO.UK 
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CHOSEN BY US 

for you 


Save SO% at 
aathcote & Ivory 

USE OUR EXCLUSIVE OFFER AND TREAT YOURSELF TO LILY OF THE VALLEY, THE 
NEW FRAGRANCE RANGE FROM HEATHCOTE & IVORY THAT'S ALL ABOUT SPRING! 



ily of the Valley is the latest floral collection from 
Heathcote 8e Ivory To mark the launch of this 
_J new spring fragrance range, Heathcote & Ivory 


is offering readers an exclusive 20% discount at 
heathcote-ivorycom. Traditionally picked in France on 
1 May to celebrate spring, lily of the valley carries the 
scent of happiness returned. Like the new fragrance that 
bears its name, the petals of lily of the valley waft a 
captivating floral scent full of freshness with a woody 
base note. Invigorating and pure, the Lily of the Valley 
collection has been designed to portray both the delicate 
beauty of the flower and its elegant rich perfume. 

• To claim your 20% discount, visit heathcote-ivorycom 
and enter the code COUHTRYHOMES at the checkout. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

Discount offer valid from 
2 April to 31 May 201 5 
inclusive, while stocks last. 
Offer can only be redeemed 
through heathcote-ivory.com 
and cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other 
offer. Discount not valid on 
Cath Kidston products and 
cannot be redeemed against 
delivery charges. Allow up 
to 1 4 days for delivery. Offer 
valid in the UK only. 


HEATHCOTEcS^^IVORY 


My country business 



The response to my 

wood engraving 

has been astonishing^^ 
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I j here was never a shadow of doubt that 
Sue ScuUard would become an artist. 

_ ^ ‘Prom an early age, I drew constantly 
and dreamt of illustrating books one day’ she 
says. While at the Royal College of Art Sue 
discovered wood engraving, which became a 
passion and then a career. ‘In my final year 
I entered a competition run by The Poho 
Society’ she says. ‘I had to do a series of 
illustrations for a classic book, and they must 
have hked my entry because I was asked to do 
33 engravings for Sir WTalter Scott’s The Bride 
of Lammermoor soon after I graduated.’ 

Describing the art of wood engraving as 
‘a balance between control and freedom’. 

Sue works from photographs, making 
drawings to adapt her planned composition 
to the right size. She traces the drawing 
onto tracing paper, turns that over and tapes 
it onto the wood block with white carbon 
paper placed beneath the paper and block. 


then retraces the image, now a mirror image. 
Once she’s peeled away those two layers, the 
engraving can begin. ‘It’s taken me as long 
as 1 1 0 hours to engrave a picture no larger 
than a postcard.’ 

As an artistic medium, engraving is not for 
the faint-hearted. No opportimity for painting 
over or rubbing out mistakes here: shp-ups 
cannot be removed. You also need to see and 
work on your image idea in reverse so that 
the final print is the right way round. The 
engraved blocks are printed using a Victorian 
Albion Press, which Sue inherited from the 
celebrated British artist Yvonne Skargon, her 
teacher and mentor at the Royal College of Art. 

Sue now has many commissions under her 
belt, including The Poho Society’s edition 
of Lark Rise to Candleford and illustrations 
on collectors’ plates and bone china mugs 
for Royal Worcester and Dunoon. ‘I have also 
created children’s books, including The Great 
Round the World Balloon Race, and I did » 
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Sue works from photos, 
sometimes taken just 
outside her studio 
(opposite, top right). 
After creating sketches 
and painstakingly 
transferring them onto 
a wood block, she is 
able to begin carving. 
Printing is done on her 
cherished Albion press 
(opposite, top left). 





a pop-up book of The Nutcracker with Nick 
Denchfield (all Macmillan Children’s Books),’ 
she says. But the transition from freelancing 
to producing and selhng her own work wasn’t 
fully realised xmtil Sue started a family. 

‘I was invited to demonstrate engraving in 
the printmaking marquee at an Art in Action 
event, and the response to my engravings 
was astonishing,’ Sue says. ‘It was then that 
I realised I could earn money doing my own 
work as well as through commissions. I’d 
never seen myself as a fine artist before and 
a whole new direction presented itself.’ 

Sue slowly built up a body of personal 
work. Gradually, through exhibitions and 
private sales, the fine art side of her work 
took over from the commissioned work. 

‘I had a print accepted for the Royal 
Academy Summer Exhibition and forgot all 
about it until an envelope came in the post 
with 75 orders for it! I had to print them by 
hand-burnishing with a spoon, as I had no 
access to a press then, so it was a bit frantic.’ 

The flurry of orders coincided with the birth 
of Sue’s son, Daniel, now 16. ‘With a baby to 
look after, I thought it might be hard to meet 
deadlines, so I decided to make use of galleries 
and exhibitions instead of taking commissions. 



Specialist tools have names like spitsticker, scorper, lozenge graver 
and bullsticker. Leather 'sandbags' give Sue support while she works. 




what I love most,,. 

Going out into the 
countryside and seeing 
inspiring landscapes 


everywhere I look 




as it would free me up more to do the creative 
work at my own pace.’ Making good use of 
craft show events, galleries, open studios and 
exhibitions. Sue discovered, is key to finding 
and accessing your market. Attending events 
to see what was displayed and asking if she 
could be involved opened the door to many 
which, even years later, she’s still part of. 

The beautiful engravings that Sue creates 
are inspired by the coimtryside surrounding 
her Kent home, which she shares with Daniel 
and her husband, Jeremy. Steps away from 
her garden studio, she can be immersed 
in the colours, textures and changing hght 
of the Wealden landscape. Her choice of 
subject matter is never greater than in early 
summer. ‘The long evenings; the abxmdance 
in the gardens and coimtryside; the woodland 
flowers, anemones, garlic and bluebells; the 
blossom in the orchards and cow parsley in 
the hedgerows - 1 find inspiration everywhere.’ 

In addition to the demands of her creative 
studio work. Sue has to find the time to 
deliver to galleries and attend craft events. 
With the inevitable bits of admin thrown in, 
it often means long hours and long weeks. 

‘I work when my son is at school and for 
an hour or so after collecting him,’ Sue says. 
‘Weekends are sometimes taken up with 
attending craft shows and exhibitions. I would 
always like more time than there is available 
in a given day, but I think everyone has that 
problem. I imagine I work about 40 hours 
a week on average, but no week is average!’ 

Despite such a busy schedule. Sue can still 
find some time to indulge other passions, too 
- creative, of course. ‘I love knitting, especially 
Pair Isle patterns, and I enjoy walking.’ Her 
love for engraving and thoughts of the next 
project, however, are never far from her 
mind. ‘I’d feel lost without my camera 
when I’m out and about. I love landscape 
photography and I’m saving up stacks of 
reference material for future engravings.’ 

S Sue Scullard, suescullard.co.uk. » 
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Sue does her carving 
from outlines 
transferred via white 
carbon paper onto a 
boxwood block. 
Artistic reference 
books are useful for 
finer details, such as 
lupin petals (right). ■ ! 




1 ' 


Proofs of an owl in 
flight are laid out on 
a drying rack - it can 
take up to three days 
for the ink to dry. 


The up-and-down 
action of Sue's 
Victorian press gives 
sharper results than 
roller presses, which 
came later, she says, 
as there's less scope 
for movement. 
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On our doorstep... 

Visit... 'Great Dixter (01797 252878, greatdixter.co.uk) in Northiam, 
East Sussex. It's one of my favourite places, because there's such 
a profusion of plants and the garden looks different every time.' 

Shop at... 'West End House Gallery (01233 770261, west-end- 
house-gallery.co.uk) in Smarden. When I deliver work. I'm tempted 
by the jewellery, paintings and craft. South East Open Studios 
(seos-art.org), open this year 5 to 21 June throughout most of Kent 
and parts of East Sussex and Surrey, have lots of unique pieces. 
I'm sharing Louisa Crispin's studio along with Felicity Flutter.' 

Go for a meal at... 'The Milk House (01 580 720200, 
themilkhouse.co.uk) in Sissinghurst. A former hall house and pub, 
it serves lovely food and wines from local vineyards.' 


d^ent garden 

Lworkjng ef^nvironment in^ 
whi^ to produce her nature- 
inspired wood engrayjngs^.^ 


1^3 


J 


L'N 









FEATURE JO SOLUS PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD GADSBY 


My country business 




Make low-cost videos to bring your brand to life 

Tliey’re easy to create and can significantly pusli your website up in tbe ratings 


Enhancing your website with a video 

adds another dimension to your brand or 
hobby. A website is essential, if only to have 
an online presence for contact details, but a 
video takes it to the next stage. This applies 
particularly to artists and artisans like Sue 
Scullard. Letting people get a feel for the 
intricacies of your art adds a deeper layer of 
interest and understanding of your skill. It also 
invites regular visits to your virtual shopfront. 

Sue says that her website, which includes a 
demonstration of wood engraving and printing 
on her Albion press, has helped her business 
a lot. Her website is currently being adjusted 
to respond to mobile devices, too. 'I get 
enough direct sales from my site,' Sue says, 

'to pay for the hosting and updates, but it's 
also useful to galleries as an online portfolio 
of my work and has led to some good contacts.' 

Producing a video couldn't be easier. Use 
a camcorder (for the highest-quality results), 
webcam, digital camera on video mode 
or smartphone. A tripod will eliminate any 
shaking, if you need to move around a bit. 

Transfer your video file to your computer 
(with a USB cable or wifi connection), where 
you can enhance and edit your film ready for 
your site. Your computer should have editing 
software, such as iMovie for Macs and Movie 
Maker for PCs; there are also packages you 



can download. You can keep the original sound, 
overlay music or record your own voice-over. 

Marc Bates of Balanced Agency, a content 
marketing and branding expert for small 
firms and charities, believes video is an 
effective tool for your website. 'Video does 
three cool things for your brand,' he says. 

• It boosts personality Video contributes 
a personal touch more effectively than 
words and still images. People "buy" people, 
so adding personality makes your brand more 
appealing to customers, particularly those with 
whom you only interact via digital channels.' 

• Increases sharing 'The marketing buzz 
at the moment is about sharing content, and 
well-produced entertaining videos are fun 
and easy to share. Shared content increases 
your marketing reach exponentially.' 

• Gives better search results Search 
engines (all hail Google) love sharable content, 
so videos will help to push your website higher 
up in terms of search ratings. Gone are the 
days when you can rely solely on keywords.' 

Having made your video, it's easy to share it 
across any social media platform. 'Uploading 
video to YouTube, Pinterest, Linkedin, Twitter, 
Tumbir, etc, is very easy,' says Marc. 'You just 



register for an account (all are free of charge), 
set up a profile and then simply follow the 
platform's steps for uploading content. It's 
best if you can have a consistent profile name 
across all the social media platforms you join. 
So choose which ones you like and check to 
see if the ideal name is available across each 
one before setting up your profile. You may 
need to tweak the name until you get one 
you can use on every site. The profile name 
is your brand, so choose carefully! If the name 
is a bit different from your URL, that's okay.' 

Finally, Marc has the following tips when 
it comes to producing your video: 

• Remember to KISS 'Keep It Short and 
Sweet. More than two minutes is too long!' 

• Make it unique 'It's your brand, so reflect 
who you are and your personality in every 
aspect: script, location, lighting, everything.' 

• Practice makes perfect To this end be 
prepared to spend some time on the process.' 

• Variety is the spice of life 'Mix "talking 
heads" with demonstrations.' 

• Look at the competition 'What are similar 
companies doing? Without actually copying 
you may be able to "repurpose" great ideas.' 

• Ask for opinions 'The views that count 

the most will come from people in the 
same boat as your customer.' 

S Marc Bates, 07803 427115, 
balancedagency.co.uk. 





The one lesson Vve learned,,. 

To make daily lists of wliat needs doing, so that I can 
meet my deadlines and as a reminder of wiiat’s in an 
exlildltlon to avoid repeating myself in the next one 


NEXT MONTH AN ORGANIC BEAUTY BUSINESS IN LEICESTERSHIRE 
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My 

Design 

School 


Book Now 

ONLY ^ 199 * Save ^100 off the normal priee 
Visit kle.co.uk and quote CH0415 
or call 020 7376 3377 

*OfFer ends 11th May 2015 


atKLC 


The interactive online 
interior design course 

Join our exciting new course and learn how 
to create the room of your dreams 

• 5-week eourse run by a dedieated eourse tutor 

• Covers everything from eolour and pattern to 
spaee planning 

• Work in your own time at home or on the move 

• Enjoy being part of the highly interaetive o nl ine 
eourse eommunity 

• Apply new skills to your own projeet 

• No previous experienee needed 

• Course runs 1st June - 3rd July 2015 
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Give your home a vintage vibe with the latest nostal 
• Live-the-dream houses and gardens • Tuck in to sea 

PLUS... Save 15% at Emma Bridgewater 




ON SALE 7 MAY 
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Subscription invitation 

YES I would like to subscribe to Country Homes & Interiors 

Please tick your preferred payment method 

□ BEST OFFER! UK 2 year, cheque/cash/credit or debit card 
(24 issues): Pay just £64.99, saving 42% (full price £114) 

□ Pay just £33.99 per year by Direct Debit, 
saving 40% (full price £57) 

□ UK 1 year, cheque/cash/credit or debit card 

(12 issues): Pay just £34.99, saving 38% (full price £57) 

Overseas readers can save up to 25%. 

Visit the website address on the opposite page for all prices. 

YOUR DETAILS 

Mrs/ Miss/ Ms/ Mr Forename 

Surname 

If you would like to receive emails from Country Homes & Interiors and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd containing news, 
special offers, product and service information and, occasionally, take part in our magazine research via 
email, please includeyouremail below. 

Email 

Address 


Postcode 


Home tel, (inc. area code) 

If you would like to receive messages from Country Homes & Interiors and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd containing 
news, special offers, product and service information and, occasionally, take part in our magazine 
research via your mobile, please include your mobile phone number below. 

Mobile 


Date of Birth 
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I WOULD LIKE TO SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO 

Please fill out both the recipient's details below and your details above. To give more 
than one subscription, please give address details on a separate sheet. 


Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr Forename 


Surname 

Address 


Postcode 


CHOOSE FROM THREE EASY WAYS TO PAY 


1. Pay just £33.99 per year by Direct Debit - save 40% 


Instruction to your Bank or Building 

Society to pay by Direct Debit 

For office use only. Originator's reference - 764 221 


DIRECT 

Debit 


Name of Bank 

Address of Bank 

Postcode 


Account Name 

Sort Code □□□□□□ Acc. No □□□□□□□□ 

Please pay Time Inc. (UK) Ltd Direct Debits from the account detailed on this 
instruction subjectto the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. 

I understand that this instruction may remain with Time Inc. (UK) Ltd and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank or Building Society. 


Signature Date 

(I am over 18) 

2 . 1 enclose a cheque/postal order made 

payable to Time Inc. (UK) Ltd forthe amount of £ 

3. Please debit my: DlVIastercard Dvisa Dvisa Debit D Annex D Maestro (UK only) 
Card No: 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

Start date (Maestro only) Issue no (Maestro only) Expiry date 

,00 □□□ 00,00 



Signature Date 

(I am over 18) 

SEND TO: Country Homes & Interiors Subscriptions, 

FREEPOST RTKA-YLJG-HAAK, Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, Rockwood House, 
9-16 Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath, RH16 3DH 

(No stamp needed - UKonly) 

Overseas: Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, PO BOX 272, Haywards Heath, 

West Sussex, RH16 3FS, UK 

* The £2.71 an issue offer is only available with a two year subscription. Offer open to new subscribers only. Final 
closing date for all orders is 31 May 2015. Please allow up to 6 weeks for delivery, 8 weeks for overseas orders. The 
free digital version can be withdrawn at any time during the subscription period. Direct Debit offer is available to UK 
subscribers only. The full subscription rate is for 1 year (12 issues) and includes postage and packaging. If the magazine 
ordered changes frequency per annum, we will honour the number of issues paid for, not the term of the subscription. 
Credit/debit card charges will be taken in sterling. Calls to 0330 numbers will be charged at no more than a national 
landline call, and may be included in your phone providers call bundle. The Rewards scheme is available for all active 
print subscribers of magazines published by Time Inc. UK, free of charge. It is also available to digital subscribers as 
long as the subscription has been purchased directly through the publishers at magazinesdirect.com. Only the 
recipient of the subscription is entitled to access Rewards. While most offers are only available in the UK, some will be 
open to subscribers based overseas. Full terms and conditions are available at mymagazinerewards.co.uk. For 
enquiries and overseas rates contact magazinesdirect@quadrantsubs.com or call +44 330 333 0233. Country 
Homes & Interiors, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, will collect your personal information to process your order. 
Country Homes & Interiors and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd would like to contact you by post or telephone to promote and ask 
your opinion on our magazines and services. Please tick here if you prefer not to hearfrom Time Inc. (UK) Ltd □ . Time 
Inc. (UK) Ltd may occasionally pass your details to carefully selected organisations so that they can contact you by 
telephone or post with regard to promoting and researching their products and services. Please tick here if you prefer 
notto be contacted □ .Time Inc. (UK) Ltd who publish Country Homes & Interiors would like to send messages to your 
mobile with offers from carefully selected organisations and brands, promoting and researching their products and 
services. If you want to receive messages please tick here □. Time Inc. (UK) Ltd would like to email you with offers from 
carefully selected organisations and brands, promoting and researching their products and services. jt r ^ 

If you want to receive these messages please tick here □ . T 



Go digital, it’s free 

Every subscription comes complete 
with a free trial digital version for 
iPad and iPhone. Digital-only 
subscriptions are also available; 
visit magazinesdirect.com for the 
full range of titles and offers. 

Enjoy the luxury of 
home delivery. 


Never miss an issue. 



Get exclusive 
extras every 
month with 
L Rewards ■ 


Monthly extras. 

Exclusive to 
subscribers. 

Subscribe today and join R®'T^'^^IndDfcVe°d of 
even more from your magazine^ Handpicked or 

unique giveaways and unmissab p 

Join Rewards at «Js«*ot.ir»rs 

rewards.countryhomesandintenors 


THE DIRECT DEBIT GUARANTEE. This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 
If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit Time Inc. (UK) Ltd will notify you 10 working days in advance 
of your account beingdebitedoras otherwise agreed. If you request Time Inc. (UK) Ltd to collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and 
date will be given to you at the time of the request. If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd or your bank 
or building society you are entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. If you receive a 
refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when Time Inc. (UK) Ltd asks you to. You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply 
contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. Please also notify us. 
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Please quote code 16Z. Overseas readers please call +44 (0)330 333 0S33. 
Lines are open seven days a week from Sam to 9pm UK time. 


•By post, using the coupon on the left 




Image credits: Amara, Barker and Stonehouse, Dar Lighting, House of Hackney, Tesco 


Find your style, shop the look 





the ROOM edit .com 


theROOMedit is brought to you by the Time Inc. (UK) Ltd Homes Network 
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At home with William Morris 

Experience the influence of William Morris and the Arts & Crafts j 
Movement through the craftsmanship left behind by him and 
his followers at Red House, Standen House, Little Holland *' 
House and Charleston, guided by expert Dr Anne Anderson. ^ 


Departing 14 May and 
1 October. The price 
includes: Two nights at 
the four-star Hilton Croydon 
hotel including 
breakfast. • Welcome 


reception and private dinner > 
with wine, plus second dinner l 
at the hotel. • All talks, | 
guided tours, entrances and ! 
coach transfers. • Tour 
manager throughout. 



Discovering | 

Charles Rennie Mackintosh | 

Learn more about Charles Rennie Mackintosh on a tour that 

r 

included visits to Kelvingrove Museum and the House for an Art 
Lover with experts on his life and work, Dai and Jenny Vaughan. 


Departing selected dates 
from May to September. 
The price includes: Two 

nights at the four-star Hilton 
Grosvenor, Glasgow including 
breakfast. • Welcome 


reception and private dinner 
with wine, plus second 
dinner at hotel. • All talks, 
guided tours, entrances 
and coach transfers. • Tour 
manager throughout. 



Twentieth-century art in Yorkshire 

Visit galleries, museums and sculpture parks to discover the 
work of three of our best-known contemporary artists - sculptor 
and artist Henry Moore, sculptor Dame Barbara Hepworth 
and artist David Hockney - with expert Gerald Deslandes. 


Departing selected dates 
from June to October. 
The price includes: 

Two nights at the four-star 
Crowne Plaza Leeds hotel with 
breakfast. • Welcome 


reception and private dinner 
with wine, plus second dinner 
at hotel. • All talks, 
guided tours, entrances and 
coach transfers. • Tour 
manager throughout. 



Great British Architects from 
Gimson to Mackintosh 

Enjoy the artistic gems left by Ernest Gimson and Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh in Leicestershire and Northamptonshire. 
Led by an expert guide, highlights include Stoneywell cottage. 
New Walk Art Gallery, 78 Derngate and Canons Ashby. 


Departing 21 May and 
23 July. The price includes: 

Two nights at the four-star 
Hilton Leicester hotel including 
breakfast. • Welcome reception 


and private dinner with wine, 
plus second dinner at hotel. • All 
talks, guided tours, entrances 
and coach transfers. • Tour 
manager throughout. 


Terms and conditions: Transport to the hotel is NOT included. From prices are per person based on two sharing and subject to availability. 
Single rooms are available at extra supplement; extra nights are available at extra supplement. Images used in conjunction with Travel Editions. 
Offer operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Travel Editions Group Ltd, ABTAV31 20, ATOL 3525, a company wholly independent of 
Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. When you respond. Time Inc. (UK) Ltd and other group companies may contact you with offers/services that may be of interest. 
Please give mobile phone or email details if you wish to receive offers by SMS or email. We will not give your details to other companies 

without your permission; please let us know if you are happy for us to do so. 

TO BOOK, CALL 080 7851 0045, QUOTING CODE UKMAYCHI 
OR VISIT TRAVELEDITIONS.CO.UK/CHI 
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Join for free today and get even more from your magazine. Handpicked 
offers, unique giveaways and unmissable prizes - exclusive to subscribers 








20% discount 
across the whole range. 


Complimentary room upgrade and 
a bottle of wine when you dine. 


25 free 7x5in prints. Your 
opportunity to bring 25 of your 
favourite snaps to life. 


Free £5 voucher. Prezzybox.com 
is an innovative online company 
providing you with fun and funky 
gift ideas for every occasion! 


ncness nrsL 

Free pass to 3 classes. Fitness First 
is giving you the chance to try out its 
latest classes and training styles and 
techniques with a 3-day class pass. 


f- 


Exclusive post-show puppetry 
demonstration and pre-theatre meal 
when you purchase a ticket 
for the performance. 


PAMPER BREAK FOR 2 (WORTH UP TO £548) 


Tint 

C H A M P N B Y £ 


To join Country Homes & Interiors Rewards today, visit 


rewards . country homesandinteriors .co.uk 


Not a subscriber? Visit our sister website magazinesdirect.com for the latest offers. 


The Rewards scheme is available for all active print subscribers of magazines published by Time Inc. UK, free of charge. It is also available to digital subscribers as long as the subscription has been purchased directly 
through the publishers at magazinesdirect.com. Only the recipient of the subscription is entitled to access Rewards. While most offers are only available in the UK, some will be open to subscribers based overseas. 
Full terms and conditions for all partner offers are available at mymagazinerewards.co.uk. We may, at our discretion, change, remove, suspend or discontinue any aspect of our services at any time without notice, 
including the availability of content, which may vary between countries. For enquiries, contact rewards@quadrantsubs.com or call 0330 333 0233 between 8.30am to 5.30pm (GMT), Monday to Friday. 
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YOU'LL FIND ALL THE COMPANIES IN THIS MONTH'S ISSUE HERE 


H HABITAT 0344 499 1 1 1 1 
habitat.co.uk 

HAMPTON CONSERVATORIES 

020 7887 2279 
hamptonconservatories.co.uk 

HANNAH TURNER CERAMICS 

0117 942 1761 hannahturner.co.uk 

HARVEY JONES KITCHENS 

0800 389 6938 harveyjones.com 
HEAL'S 020 7896 7451 heals.co.uk 

HEATHCOTE & IVORY 

020 7483 8383 heathcote-ivory.com 

HERITAGE BATHROOMS 0330 026 
8501 heritagebathrooms.com 
HEYLAND & WHITTLE 01293 525825 
hey landand whittle. co.uk 

HIBBITT OF OSWESTRY 

01691 656152 hibbitt.co.uk 
HILLARYS 0800 91 6 6524 
hillarys.co.uk 

HOBBYCRAFT 0330 026 1400 
hobbycraft.co.uk 

HOLLOWAYS OF LUDLOW 

020 7602 5757 

hollowaysofludlow.com 

HOME BARN 01628 47401 1 

homebarnshop.co.uk 

HOMEBASE 0345 077 8888 

homebase.co.uk 

HOMESENSE 01 923 473561 

homesense.com 

HONEY TREE 01 749 899333 

honeytreepublishing.com 

HOP & PECK 01 799 522737 

hopandpeck.co.uk 

HOTTER 0800 083 8490 hotter.com 

HOUSE OF FRASER 

0345 602 1073 houseoffraser.co.uk 

HOWDENS JOINERY howdens com 


A ABAHNA 01 328 442004 
abahna.co.uk 

ABEL & COLE 0845 262 6262 

abelandcole.co.uk 

AGA 0845 712 5207 agaliving.com 

ALITEX 01 730 826900 alitex.co.uk 

ALTERNATIVE BATHROOMS 

020 3375 9009 
alternativebathrooms.com 
AMARA 0800 587 7645 amara.com 

AN ANGEL AT MY TABLE 

0845 200 0723 anangelatmytable.com 

ANNIE SLOAN 01 865 713089 

anniesloan.co.uk 

ARBORETA 0800 288 8333 

arboreta-oak.com 

ARTHOUSE 01 706 230077 

arthouse.com 

ASHLEY THOMAS 

ashleythomasdesign.co.uk 

AYERS & GRACES 01582 536760 

ayersandgraces.com 


B BHS 0344 41 1 6000 bhs.co.uk 
BARKER & STONEHOUSE 

0333 355 9284 
barkerandstonehouse.co.uk 

BARTHOLOMEW 01 798 343832 

bartholomewglass.com 

BASH bashbespoke.co.uk 

BEDECK 0845 603 0861 

bedeckhome.com 

BERRY RED 0845 450 3937 

berryred.co.uk 

BERT & MAY 020 3673 4264 

bertandmay.com 

BLUEDOG & SOUGHT 

01993 810011 

bluedogandsought.co.uk 

BORDER OAK 01 568 708752 

borderoak.com 

BRINTONS 0800 505055 

brintons.co.uk 

BRITANNIA 0844 463 9705 

britannialiving.co.uk 

BURGON & BALL 01 1 4 233 8262 

burgonandball.com 


01 789 400575 cowshedinteriors.com 
COX & COX 0844 858 0744 
coxandcox.co.uk 

CROWN FRENCH FURNITURE 

0115 837 4024 
crownfrenchfurniture.co.uk 

CRUCIAL TRADING 01562 743747 

crucial-trading.com 

CURRYS 0344 561 0000 currys.co.uk 


01 572 7591 90 ellajames.co.uk 
EMMA BRIDGEWATER 

0844 243 9266 
emmabridgewater.co.uk 
ERCOL 01844 271800 ercol.com 
ESSE 01282 81 3235 esse.com 
ETSY etsy.com 

EUROTILES & BATHROOMS 

020 8744 0088 
eurotilesandbathrooms.com 

EVERHOT COOKERS 

01453 890018 everhot.co.uk 

EXCLUSIVE MIRRORS 

01 709 477701 exclusivemirrors.co.uk 


IKEA 020 3645 0000 ikea.co.uk 
IRIS 020 8747 3597 irisfashion.co.uk 


D DAISY WEST 01 204 325008 
daisywest.co.uk 

DAVEY LIGHTING 020 7351 2130 

davey-lighting.co.uk 

DAVID MELLOR 01 433 650220 

davidmellordesign.com 

DAVID PHIPP HOUSE FURNISHER 

01 202 897474 davidphipp.co.uk 

DAVID SALISBURY 01 278 764444 

davidsalisbury.com 

DEBENHAMS 0844 561 6161 

debenhams.com 

DESIGN VINTAGE 01273 558675 

designvintage.co.uk 

DIBOR 0800 408 0660 dibor.co.uk 

DOTCOMGIFTSHOP 020 8746 2473 
dotcomgiftshop.com 
DRIFT LIVING 01289 330480 
driftliving.co.uk 

DULUX0333 222 7171 dulux.co.uk 


TJANE MEANS 01522 522544 
CJ janemeans.com 
JANGNEUS 01 865 988074 
jangneus.com 

JOANNA WOOD 020 7730 5064 

joannawood.co.uk 

JOHN LEWIS 0345 604 9049 

johnlewis.com 

JOSEPH MCCARTHY 01 892 527528 
josephmccarthy.co.uk 


F FABLE 0845 603 0861 
yourfable.com 

FARROW & BALL 01202 876141 
farrow-ball.com 

FELPHAM ART GROUP 

01 243 830066 felphamartgroup.com 
FIRED EARTH 0845 293 8798 
firedearth.com 

FURLONG FURNITURE 

01 425 471068 furlongfurniture.com 


^ CABBAGES & ROSES 

W020 7352 7333 
cabbagesandroses.com 

CAROLINE GARDNER 

0845 1 1 1 8080 carolinegardner.com 

CERAMICA BLUE 020 7727 0288 
ceramicablue.co.uk 

CHALKBOARDS UK 01384 445844 

chalkboardsuk.co.uk 

CHALON 0800 1 60 1 978 chalon.com 

CHATSWORTH 01 246 565300 

chatsworth.org 

CLARKE & CLARKE 01 706 242010 

clarke-clarke.com 

COASTAL HOME 01 625 578105 

coastalhome.co.uk 

COTTON & OLIVE 01 932 506444 

cottonandolive.com 

COUNTRY CHIC 07788 44361 9 

country-chic.net 

COWSHED INTERIORS 


K karndean design 
FLOORING 01386 820100 
karndean.com 


G GARDEN DIVAS 01462 421836 
gardendivas.co.uk 

GARDEN TRADING 0845 608 4448 
gardentrading.co.uk 
GORRINGES 01 273 472503 
gorringes.co.uk 

GRACE & GLORY 01 271 370095 
graceandgloryhome.co.uk 
GRAHAM AND GREEN 

020 8987 3700 
grahamandgreen.co.uk 

GRAND ILLUSIONS 01 747 858300 
grandillusions.co.uk 


T LSA INTERNATIONAL 

J 1 lsa-international.com 

LABOUR AND WAIT 020 7729 6253 

labourandwait.co.uk 

LA MAISON 01628 525858 

la-maison. co.uk 

LANDS END 0800 376 7974 

landsend.co.uk 

LA RESIDENCE INTERIORS 

01403 752245 

laresidenceinteriors.co.uk yy 


E EARTHBORN 01 928 7341 71 
earthbornpaints.co.uk 
EASYART 01 273 51 1 942 easyart.com 
EBAY ebay.co.uk 

EDWARD BULMER POTS OF PAINT 

01 544 388535 potsofpaint.com 
EICO 0845 073 9432 eico.co.uk 

ELLA JAMES 
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LAURA ASHLEY 0333 200 8009 
lauraashley.com 

LAURA ASHLEY (BATHROOMS) 

01225 303929 

lauraashleybathroomcollection.com 

LAVENDER HOUSE & GARDEN 

01903 885596 

lavenderhouseandgarden. co.uk 
LIBERTY 020 7734 1234 liberty.co.uk 
LINENME020 8133 3853 
linenme.com 

LINEN PRINTS 07870 1 93038 

linenprints.co.uk 

LITTLE GREENE 0845 880 5855 

littlegreene.com 

LITTLEWOODS 0844 822 8000 

littlewoods.com 

LIVE LAUGH LOVE 01342 842599 

livelaughlove.co.uk 

LOAF 0845 468 0698 loaf.com 

LOMBOK 020 7307 3273 

lombok.co.uk 

LONGSHAW, BURBAGE AND THE 
EASTERN MOORS 01433 637904 
nationaltrust.org.uk/longshaw 
LUMA 020 8748 2264 lumadirect.com 


im: 


MHD ARCHITECTS 01273 
.814851 mhdarchitects.co.uk 
MADE 0344 257 1888 
made.com 

MAISON 020 8940 0230 
maisonhomeinteriors.com 
MALBROOK 020 8780 5522 
malbrook.co.uk 

MARKS & SPENCER 0333 014 8000 
marksandspencer.com 
MARSTON & LANGINGER 

020 7881 5700 
marston-and-langinger.com 

MATTHEWS PLANTS 01279 793539 
matthewsplants.co.uk 

MELODY MAISON 01 302 71 1 1 1 6 

melodymaison.co.uk 

MIMOSA STREET mimosastreet.com 

MOLLIE & FRED 01 305 830095 

mollieandfred.co.uk 

MUJI 020 7437 7503 muji.co.uk 

MULTIYORK0845 303 7134 

multiyork.co.uk 


n: 


'NEPTUNE 01 793 427427 
neptune.com 

NEWGATE CLOCKS 01691 679994 

newgateclocks.com 

NEXT 0333 111 8000 next.co.uk 

NIGHTS IN IRON 0800 644 4744 
nightsiniron.com 

NKUKU 01803 866847 nkuku.com 
NOBLE ISLE 0800 157 7838 
nobleisle.com 

NORDIC HOUSE 01872 223220 
nordichouse.co.uk 

NOT ON THE HIGH STREET 

0345 259 1359 
notonthehighstreet.com 
NUTSCENE 01 307 468589 
nutscene.com 


Go to housetohome.co.uk/directory 

n misefolionio 
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V OAKM ASTERS 01 444 455455 
oakmasters.co.uk 

OCTOPUS PUBLISHING 

020 7632 5400 octopusbooks.co.uk 
OKA 0844 81 5 7380 okadirect.com 
OPENCLIPART openci ipart.org 
ORCHID01264 811111 
orchidfurniture.co.uk 
ORIGINAL STYLE 01 392 473004 
originalstyle.com 
OVERMANTELS 020 7223 8151 
overmantels.co.uk 


p: 


)PAPATHEO01892 871267 
papatheo.co.uk 
PAPERCHASE 020 7467 6200 
paperchase.co.uk 

PARIS CERAMICS 020 7371 7778 
parisceramics.com 

PARLANE INTERNATIONAL 

01451 812700 
parlaneinternational.co.uk 

PAXTON & WHITFIELD 

01451 823460 
paxtonandwhitfield.co.uk 

PESH FLOWERS 020 7703 91 24 
peshflowers.co.uk 
PILKINGTON 01 744 692000 
pilkington.com 

PIPII01342 823921 pipii.co.uk 

PORCELANOSA 0800 915 4000 
porcelanosa.co.uk 

POTTER & REST 01278 440500 
potte ra n d rest . CO . u k 
PRIME OAK 01 384 296611 
primeoak.co.uk 

Q QUINTESSENTIAL ENGLISH LACE 

quintessentialenglishlace.co.uk 

R RSPB 0845 120 0501 
shopping.rspb.org.uk 

RANGEMASTER 

0800 804 6261 
rangemaster.co.uk 
RAYBURN 0845 762 6147 
rayburn-web.co.uk 

REDLOH HOUSE FABRICS 

020 7371 7787 
redlohhousefabrics.com 

RETREAT HOME 0870 803 3428 
retreat-home.com 

RIPPLES 0800 1 07 0700 ripples.ltd.uk 
ROGER OATES 01 531 632718 
rogeroates.com 

ROMO 01623 756699 romo.com 

ROOM OUTSIDE 01 243 538999 
roomoutside.com 

ROPER RHODES 01 225 303900 

roperrhodes.co.uk 

ROSE & GREY 01 61 926 8763 

roseandgrey.co.uk 

ROWEN &WREN 01276 451077 

rowenandwren.co.uk 


stjudesfabrics.co.uk 

ST JUDE'S PRINTS 01 603 662951 
stjudesprints.co.uk 
SANDERSON 0844 543 9500 
sanderson-uk.com 

SANDERSON HOME 0844 543 9500 

sanderson-uk.com 

SANTORO 01 709 518100 

santoro-london.com 

SARAH RAVEN 0845 092 0283 

sarahraven.com 

SCARLET & ARGENT 01 1 3 257 0391 

scarletandargent.co.uk 

SCION 0845 1 23 6815 scion.uk.com 

SCUMBLE GOOSIE 01 453 731305 

scumblegoosie.co.uk 

SEEDLINGS CARDS & GIFTS 

01 684 491 275 seedlingscards.com 

SISAL & SEAGRASS 020 8558 0887 

sisalandseagrass.co.uk 

SKANDIUM 020 7590 0030 

skandium.com 

SMALLBONE OF DEVIZES 

020 7589 5998 smallbone.co.uk 

SOFA.COM 0345 400 2222 

sofa.com 

SQUARE PEG vintage-books.co.uk 

STEEL CUCINE 01275 343000 
steel-cucine.com 

STONE & CERAMIC WAREHOUSE 

020 8993 5545 sacw.co.uk 

STUDIO SCRASE 07725 1 1 9357 
studioscrase.com 

SUSSEX PRAIRIE GARDEN 

01273 495902 sussexprairies.co.uk 
SWAG 01 273 688504 
swagantiques.com 

SWEETPEA & WILLOW 

0345 257 2627 
sweetpeaandwillow.com 


THE OLD PILL FACTORY 

01993 70101 3 theoldpillfactory.com 

THE ORCHARD 0845 643 0363 

theorchardhomeandgifts.com 

THE RANGE 0845 026 7598 

therange.co.uk 

THE ST JAMES COLLECTION 

0121 358 1555 stjamescollection.com 

THE VINTAGE SWALLOW 

01343 843888 thevintageswallow.co.uk 

THE WHITE COMPANY 

020 3758 9222 thewhitecompany.com 

THE WORM THAT TURNED 

0345 605 2505 worm.co.uk 

TOM HOWLEY0161 848 1200 

tomhowley.co.uk 

TOPPS TILES 0800 783 6262 

toppstiles.co.uk 

TROMBE020 7688 6670 

trombe.co.uk 



u: 


'UHU 01284 766261 uhu.com 
UNIQUE & UNITY 

0845 605 9699 uniqueandunity.co.uk 
URBANARA 0800 779 7527 
urbanara.co.uk 


v; 


^VALE GARDEN HOUSES 

01476 564433 
valegardenhouses.co.uk 

VANESSA ARBUTHNOTT 

01285 831437 
vanessaarbuthnott.co.uk 

VICTORIA GAYLE INTERIORS 

01843 863185 

upholsteryandcurtains.co.uk 

VILLEROY&BOCH 

020 8871 4028villeroy-boch.co.uk 
VOYAGE 0141 641 1700 
voyagedecoration.com 


t; 


S; 


I SAINSBURY'S 0800 328 1 700 
^ sainsburys.co.uk 
STJUDE'S01603 662951 


ITESCO DIRECT 0800 323 4050 
tesco.com/direct 

THE ANTIQUE TABLE 

theantiquetable.co.uk 

THE BAG N BOX MAN 

01295 788522 bagnboxman.co.uk 

THE CAST IRON BATH COMPANY 

01 723 585896 castironbath.co.uk 

THE CHELSEA GARDENER 

020 7352 5656 chelseagardener.com 

THE CONTEMPORARY HOME 

0845 130 8229tch.net 

THE COTSWOLD COMPANY 

033 3200 1725 cotswoldco.com 

THE CRAFT CORNER 

07932 747881 thecraftcorner.co.uk 

THE DINING CHAIR COMPANY 

020 7259 0422 diningchair.co.uk 

THE ESSENTIALS COMPANY 

01379 608899 
theessentialscompany.co.uk 

THE FOX HOUSE 01 433 630374 

vintageinn.co.uk/ 

thefoxhouselongshaw 

THE ODD CHAIR COMPANY 

01772 691777 
theoddchaircompany.com 


w; 


"WAITROSE 0800 1 88884 
waitrose.com 

WAITROSE GARDEN 01 344 57881 1 
waitrosegarden.com 
WAYFAIR 0800 1 69 0423 
wayfair.co.uk 

WEDGWOOD 01 782 2041 41 
wedgwood.co.uk 

WELBECK ESTATE 01 909 50021 1 
welbeck.co.uk 

WELBECK FARM SHOP 

01909 478725 welbeck.co.uk 
WESLEY-BARRELL 

020 7629 2019 
wesley-barrell.co.uk 
WICKES 0330 123 4123 
wickes.co.uk 

WILD & WOLF 01225 789909 
wildandwolf.com 

WINDCHIMES CORNER 

0844 248 4851 
windchimescorner.co.uk 

WORLD STORES 0344 482 7500 
worldstores.co.uk 


JL yve 


ES DELORME 020 7730 3435 
yvesdelorme.com 
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Promotion 


BROWSE EIGHT INSPIRING IDEAS FOR YOU AND 


YOUR HOME 


MARBLETREE 

Beautiful handcrafted 
slate gifts. Quarried, 
personalised and gift 
wrapped for you in the 
heart of the Lake District, 
Perfect for special 
occasions. Prices fronn 
£35, free p&p within 
mainland UK. Visit 
marbletree.co.uk. 


LAMPS AJSTD LIGHTS 

Extensive range of aged 
and contemporary lighting 
hardware from braided flex 
to vintage look lampholders. 
A variety of colours and 
finishes; antiqued brass, 
polished brass, chrome 
and black. Email enquiries® 
lampsandlights.co.uk or 
goto lampsandlights.co.uk. 




CHARLTONS OF ENGLAND 

Charltons of England design and handcraft 

luxurious leather chesterfield dog beds in 

traditional and contemporary c olour schemes 

bringing a touch of 

elegance, individuality 

and something 

quintessentially \ 

British to your V _ « 

home. Visit y K ^ 

charltonsofengland. 

co.uk for more details. V 


DIANA PATTENDEN 

Honour the honeybee and 
make this limited edition, 
bronze-resin sculpture by 
Diana Pattenden a unique 
feature in your garden. 
W23xD14xH9cm, £450 
(5% donated to the British 
Beekeepers Association). 

Go to dianapattenden.co.uk 
or call 07887 844981. 


PATRICK DONOGHUE 

Watercolour portrait artist, 
specialising in portraits of 
people, pets, places and 
houses. A portrait is a prized 
and unique possession, a 
memory, an heirloom, a 
perfect gift which can capture 
a moment in life forever. For 
commissions and more details, 
call 01920 822970, or visit 
patrickdonoghue.com. 


■ BLACK FOX 
PI METALCRAFT 

Young Manchester-based 
designers and manufacturers 
of decorative metalcraft, 
specialising in weathervanes 
I and swinging signs for farms, 
homes and businesses. 
Bespoke commissions are 
ity of craftsmanship makes this 
;ct special oift. For more information. 


THE OAK AND 
ROPE COMPANY 

The Oak and Rope Company 
gives traditional designs a 
modern twist with beautiful 
and practical designs, made 
in its Kent workshop. Perfect 
for birthdays, anniversaries 
or weddings. Delivery 10-14 
days (Fast Track service also 
available). Visit oakandrope. 
co.uk or call 01 227 469 41 3. 


, 








Market place 
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FURNITURE 


I 



/ FREE 2015 
BROCHURE 
WAILABLE NOW 


STRUSTPILOT 


WWW.SOFASBYSAXON.COM 

01204368410 


OVER 300 REVIEWS 


QUOTE REF: CH&I26D 


CREDIT 


The credit advertised is provided by one credit provider with whom we have a commercialj 






M'S 




WWW.SCU 


S.t a 


fl r w 0 0 d . 


oosie.com 


nf 


THE 

CHAIR 

PEOPLE 


Custom made chairs 
Direct from the makers 



KA J’Aftl .l S H 6: r> 



A world of choice designed by you 
wWw.thechairpeople.co.uk | 01952,5858 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 










Market place 




sofas that 
hit the spot 






; 




The Aissa medium chaise sofa in pebble soft wool. For reader 
offers visit www.sofa.com/chi, pop in to our London or Bath 
showroom or call us on 0345 400 2222.^ — ^ 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 
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WITHINHOME.COM 


FURNITURE 


- Everyone Deserves A Beautiful Home - 


BALFOUR SOFA from £995 


I 

i 


DON’T JU^TTAKE OUR WORD FOR IT 



^TRUSTPHOT 

QQaOQ 

Excellent 9.3 


p>(ArcU^^ - 

Top k>4b-tcU Sot^ ^s(r pv^VC^ 


I 01495 244226 | www.sofasofa.co.uk 



HANDCRAFTED IN BRIT/ 


CHESTERFIELD 3 SEATER SOFA WAS ^299 - NOW £889 


If you are searching for the finest hand-built leather upholstery 
without the usual extravagant price tags, then you need to look no 
further than the latest Thomas Lloyd brochure. By selling direct 
from our factory you get furniture at Trade Prices and of a far higher 
quality than you would from your local shops at similar prices. 



FOR A FREE COLOUR BROCHURE CALL" 

01443 771222 OR CLICK www.thomasIloyd.com 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 
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SALE 
NOW 
ON . 


FURNITURE 


I UNDERFLOOR HEATING I 


FLOOR GRILLES 

Traditional underfloor heating system 
^ www.floorgrilles.co.uk 
01476 564433 


•- -sswrjJWWeSftadKWISRi' • 


HOME INTERIORS 


was £765 
now 




£599 


Aii'rtfc. 


LovelySofas.co.u^ | 




Lovely Sofas. 

by SAXON 


Saxon Furniture Ltd., Manchester Road, Bolton. BL3 2NZ 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 
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Becuii^eiiovutmt^ 

rf^^l^.NOV^TrN'4 beams ^l^ck 19^7 


unfitted 


kitchens bathrooms 


Whether its traditional or classic, fitted or freestanding, our kitchens and 
bathrooms are refreshingly different. Register online for a brochure and free 
no obligation home visit (commissions fulfilled throughout UK and worldwide). 


Hope House High Street Moreton-in-Marsh 
www.unfitted.co.uk info@unfitted.co.uk 


Glos GL56 OLH 
01608 650065 


REVIVAL 

g'‘^^EDS 


riSf^artnta 


gorenje 


Tesle Is everythlfflj 


KITCHENS 


every bit as good looking but giving you a great deal more control 
Economical and available in 6 sizes and 7 different colours. 


Tel: 01453 890018 Email: sales@everhot.co.uk 

www.everhotcookers.co.uk 


deVOL Kitchens 


www.devolkitchens.co.uk - 01509 261000 


BEAM RENOVATION 


Beams renovated without mess 
A unique process - No blasting 
No damage to the beams 
01797 458508 


VVWW.l^KAM RENOVATION. cox K 


BEDS & BEDDING 


HAND-CRAFTED 
TO LAST FORA 
LIFETIME 4 


18 bed designs available 
in any size ^ 

• Free delivery and installation 

• 1 0 year guarantee 

• Money back promise 

Request a brochure today... 

Tel: 01 777 869 669 

www.revivalbeds.co.uk 









m 
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To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 
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Market place 


LIGHTING 


WEBSITE DISCOUNT COUPON: 



NIGEL TYAS 

IRONWORK^ 


HANDMADE 

YORKSHIRE 


1 1 oizz6 

^ 766618 

* www.nigeltyas.co.uk 



www.darlighting.co.uk 

sales@darlighting.co.uk | 01295 672200 



HEATING 



Precision engineered German manufacturer 

Highly efficient slim 20mm ceramic core 

15 year manufacturer's guarantee 

Solar PV, Economy 7 & Heatwise wiring compatible 

Maintenance free, no annual service costs 

Full professional installation service 

70mm slimline, stylish design 

Manual, built in digital or wireless controls for total 

controlled comfort and well being 

Highly efficient and less consumption 


ACT NOW - install the highly efficient 
Technik Heat ceramic electric radiators and 
reduce your energy wastage. 

77 Alston Drive, Bradwell Abbey Industrial Estate, 

Milton Keynes, MK13 9HG 


www.technikheatuk.com 

CALL FOR FREE ON: 0800 434 6462 or 01908 566 855 


To request your Simply complete your details below, cut out and pop into an 

free catalogue: envelope with this address: FREEPOST TECHNIK HEAT UK CH05/1 5 


_Telephone/Mobile: 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 
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I 


BLINDS 


I 



Honestly, the entire process 
from ordering to installation 

was flawless. 


At Appeal, stunning specialist blinds go hand in hand 
with a unique approach. 

Not only do you get the perfect finishing touch to 
your conservatory, ideal for keeping the room cool in 
summer and warm in winter. 

You also get your own personal Project Coordinator 
and a service that prides itself on honesty and integrity. 

For complete reassurance, check out what people 
think of Appeal on the independent review site 
feefo®® www.feefo.com 


FOR A FREE BROCHURE 

Freephone 0800 018 4499 or visit 
appealshacling.com/info 



APPEAL 


HONEST LY BETTER 


CONSERVATORY & WINDOW BLINDS | WINDOW SHUTTERS | VERANDAS | AWNINGS 


I 


EDUCATION & COURSES 


I 


WHV 
NOT 
BE A 


WRITER? 


As a freelance writer, you can earn very good 
money in your spare time, writing the stories, 
articles, books, scripts etc that editors and 
publishers want. Millions of pounds are paid 
annually in fees and royalties. Earning your 
share can be fun, profitable and creatively 
most fulfilling. 

To help you become a successful writer we offer 
you a first-class, home-study course from 
professional writers - with individual guidance 
from expert tutors and flexible tuition tailored 
to your own requirements. You are shown how 
to make the most of your abilities, where to find 
ideas, how to turn them into publishable writing 
and how to sell them. In short, we show you 
exactly how to become a published writer. If you 
want writing success - this is the way to start! 
Whatever your writing ambitions, we can help 
you to achieve them. For we give you an 
effective, stimulating and most enjoyable 
creative writing course... appreciated by 
students and acclaimed by experts. 

It’s ideal for beginners. No previous experience 
or special background is required. You write and 
study at your own pace - you do not have to rush 
- as you have four years to complete your 
course. Many others have been successful this 
way. If they can do it - why can’t you? 

We are so confident that we can help you 
become a published writer that we give you a 
full refund guarantee. If you have not earned 


your course fees from published writing by the 
time you finish the course, we will refund them 
in full. 

If you want to be a writer start by requesting a 
free copy of our prospectus ‘Write and be 
Published’. Please call our freephone number or 
visit our website NOW! 

COURSE FEATURES 

• 27 FACT-PACKED MODULES 

• 2 SPECIALIST SUPPLEMENTS 

• 20 WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 

• ADVISORY SERVICE 

• TUTORIAL SUPPORT 

• FLEXIBLE STUDY PROGRAMME 

• STUDENT COMMUNITY AREA 

• HOWTO PRESENT YOUR WORK 

• HOW TO SELL YOUR WRITING 

• 15 DAY TRIAL PERIOD 

• FULL REFUND GUARANTEE 

www.writersbureau.com 

^ FREEPHONE Quote: 


24 HOURS 


ZH2415 


0800 856 2008 


luL 


www.facebook.com/writersbureau 
WWW. twitter.com/writersbureau 


email: 1 5 W 1 @writersbureau.com 

Please inelude your name and address 



Hannah Evans, Winchester 

“I’ve been published in The Guardian and Good Life 
earning £400. And now I’ve got my first book 
published by Bloomsbury called MOB Rule: Lessons 
Learned by a Mother of Boys. The Writers Bureau 
course provided me with structure, stopped my 
procrastination but most importantly it provided the 


impetus to try something different.” 


Michael Foley, Essex 

“Gompleting The Writers Bureau course has made it 
possible for me to attain my life-long ambition of becoming 
a published writer. The level of success I have achieved has 
far outweighed what I was hoping for when beginning the 
course. I have now had seventeen books published with 
two more under publication at the moment.” 



Jane Isaac, Northamptonshire 

When I started the Writers Bureau course, I 
wanted to explore avenues for my writing and 
develop and strengthen my personal style. I had 
no idea that it would lead to me being a published 
writer of novels and short stories. I still pinch 
myself when I receive emails and messages from 
readers who’ve enjoyed my work or when I give talks to book clubs and 
visit bookstores to do signings. These are magical moments that have 
changed my life - my dream has come true.” 



Please send me details on how to become a successful writer: 






NAME. 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


EMAIL 

Freepost RSSK-JZAC-JCJG 

The Writers Bureau 

Dspt ZH2415 Members of The British Institute for 

Manchester, M3 1 LE Learning and Development and ABCC 




To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 
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Made-to-measure 

ROMANS & 
CURTAINS 

"'“50% OFF 



MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED 
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EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY 
OUTSTANDING CHOICE 
UNRIVALLED SERVICE 


HILLARYS 


TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT 
WITH A LOCAL ADVISOR CALL 

0800 916 6572 

OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.uk 

T's & C's apply. 


BATHROOMS 


What makes an 
Albion Bath unique.^ 


Our exclusive bath material 
creates a difference you can 

feel.... 





Tubby Torre bath finished in Aged Copper 


Request your brochure on: 0 1 255 83 1 605 

or go to: www.albionbathco.com 

ALBION 

Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory 



HERITAGE 

BATHROOMS ■ 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 
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CONSERVATORIES 


I 




CONTEMPORARY 
COUNTRY LIVING 


Holloways specialise in country living with contemporary 
style. Furniture and accessories for conservatories, garden 
rooms, living and dining rooms, and for your garden. 

www.holloways.co.uk 

Telephone 01886 884665 for our Contemporary Country 
Living brochure. Visit our showrooms and courtyard at 
Lower Court, Suckley, Worcestershire. WR6 5DE 



A beautiful addition to 
any home, all year 


Traditionally crafted oak framed Conservatories, 
Orangeries & Garden Rooms 

dfe 

For a brochure or FREE design consultation call now on 
01278 764 415 quoting CH 102/04 or visit www.countyoak.com 



CountyOak 


IN PARTNERSHIP WIT 




I HOME IMPROVEMENTS I 



ON SELECTED 
PRODUCTS 


SALE NOW ON! 

SEE OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE ONUNE 


Classic Verandas J 

For a FREE brochure 
or no obligation 
design consultation 


"Nationwide 
Verandas 
are designed 
to provide a styiish 
and practicai area to 
enjoy outdoor iiving 
whatever the weather. ‘ 

BUY NOW, 

PAYIN12MTHS* 

^Subject to status. Written details on request. 


t^on 0800 825 0534 nationwide 

or visit us online at www.nationwideltd.co.uk 


HOME INNOVATIONS 



ARLBOROUGH 


Call, visit our website or your 
local retailer to receive brochures 


WALL & FLOOR TILES 

FREE Wall & Floor brochures 
Online Wall & Floor e-brochures 


01672 515287/ 512422 


www.marlboroughtiles.com 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 
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HOME INTERIORS 


I 


Oreati^f ipwr (fr&Utxroi ie scr eas^... 



www.premierfootstools.co.uk 


01495 225285 




THE 

DORMY 

HOUSE 


Furniture & SoFx.iiwtNisril??GS 


I FASHION I 


MAN DA RINA 

SHOES.COM 



Buy online at 

WWW.MANDARINASHOES.COM 


Tel: UK 01307 819488 


Moir Wade Design 

Bespoke kitchens, 
bedrooms, studies 

Leicester: 0116 269 5915 

WWW. moi rwade.co. u k 


I ARCHITECTURAL GLASS STRUCTURE I 


Antique Buildings Ltd 

We have Immense Stocks of: 

WIDE OAK FLOORBOARDS 
RECLAIMED: OAK BEAMS, 
BRICKS, ROOF TILES, 
DISMANTLED BARNS. 
Tel: 01483 200477 
www.antiquebuildinqs.co 


I 


FURNITURE 


I 



LEATHER CARE & REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

Manufacturers of a unique range of leather cleaning, repair & restoration products. 



Furniture Clinic, Unit 10, Hobson Industrial Estate, Burnopfield, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE16 6EA 
tel; 0844 879 3691 fax: 01207 270 940 email: enquiries@furnitureclinic.co.uk web: www.furnitureclinic.co.uk 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 
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^lUCON 


We look and we are different 
We contain no silicones and 

no water (unlike well known brands) 

We provide exceptional 
depth of shine 

We are owned by an 
Anglophile 


NON ^ 
SILICONEi 


^CONTAINS NO 

sojconesandnowaib: 

MAV AFFECT YOyfi 
FURNfTUfiFS 
FINISH 


W 


m 


1 LEATHER SHINE 
& CONDITIONER 
OC^fTAINS k:: 3IL 
Jli'HiCK MAY V Pt: 
'ki=t;iiSH O, EA 


Wood Silk available in all major super markets. 
Leather Silk i.s available in 




FiV! Wilkinson B - 1 ■ lui 

Aristowax Products 
Tel; (01603) 439391 
sales@aristowax.com ©2014 




I FLOORING I 



01509 234000 - www.floorsofstone.com 

Cotes Mill, Nottingham Road, Loughborough, LEI 2 STL 



Untreated Wood Polyx-Oil Effect Raw 


Polyx-Oil Effect Raw could be your answer 


> Keeps the NATURAL look of the wood! 

> Har(jwearing, water and dirt-resistant 



species. 


a 

i ■ 

\ , 


> Perfect for light-coloured wood 

> Highest coverage of any oil 
on the nnarket 

> Clear, raw finish 

Call or visit 
the web for 
stockists. 


+44 ( 0)1296 481 220 

www.osmouk.com 


osmo 


w 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 
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GARDENS 


I 



David Austin® 

Plant roses now for beautiful summer blooms 


Save 1 5% when you order David Austin's fragrant 
English Roses by May 17^'" 20 1 5, quoting code CH 10, 

Tel: 01 902 376300 
www.davidaustinroses.com 



Horticultural 
I Society 


Available 

is back designs'afid.^ 

ifC'S or 4 seatei^;^^ 


The only swing & bench maker licensed by The RHS 


Visit us online at 

sittingspiritually. co.uk 

Tel: 01297 443084 Email: martin@sittingspirituaIly.co.uk 


(2^ Sitting Spiritually 


Swings for all ages 



flyte so Fancy 


ttieLong Icggiw 
MajjSes Six Kenhotisc 
A dream fijr 

anygjrico 


To- Me o-urfjll ra^e pleaste 

cur vrt-biiup fiir ciU 


01300 345 229 

Tor a 


1 THE HlAKTOT QyAlJTY 

3r ^ 


Botfdfurry dyc^igTied 




^ Hide in lilt 

yl "vA-" 



Hean erf CXvicl 



- t: 


www.flYtesofancYXo.uk ^ \i 


I 


^BR^S_& D^ORAT_ION 


I 


FABRICS & 
WALLPAPER 
DIRECT 

Extremely 
competitive 
prices for all the 
leading names. 

(01782) 628987 


Designer 
F abrics 

Very best prices 
for the top names 
in fabrics and 
wallcoverings. 

(01270) 

610032 



make an entrance... 


GARDEN 

REQUISITES 


catalogue available 

01225 851577 

garden-requisites.co.uk 


I 
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'VH/C/4AA' 


TAMARA HEBER^EI^, CO-FOUNDER OF THE MR & MRS SMITH 
HOTEL GUIDE, ESCAPES TO POOL HOUSE, WESTER ROSS 






It’s miles away from London - by train, 

a mighty eight hours from Euston just to 
Inverness. Then the drive from there is just 
under two hours. You’re motoring through 
some fairly windswept terrain - and then, as 
you get closer, it becomes wildly dramatic, with 
spectacular moxmtains and fells. It’s definitely 
not ‘pretty’ - it’s raw and utterly awe-inspiring. 

Then you drop down to UUapool, which is 
tiny, with a gorgeous harbour. Not far from 
here is Pool House hotel. And suddenly, you 
can see for ever. You’ve been surroxmded by 
moxmtains, but all at once 
you break through. 

Pool House stands on the 
shores of Loch Ewe, which 
opens to the blue North 
Atlantic. It’s beautiful, and 
so still. The hotel is deeply 


1 


For further 
details about 
Pool House 
(below), visit 
mrandmrs 
smitb.com. 


romantic, with just four enormous suites, three 
of which have four-posters. 

This was the last and most remote location 
my husband James and I visited on our search 
for hotels for the first Mr &? Mrs Smith guide. 

It was the end of a journey, and to have come 
all that way and foxmd something so special 
made ever37thlng feel right. There are herons, 
sea otters and porpoises. Further out, you 
might spot a minke whale. To sit on the deck 
at dusk with that stxmning sunset; drift away 
in that womb-Uke interior; you go home reborn. . . 

HOW TO ENJOY THE VIEW 
From Inverness, follow signs for Ullapool 
and the A835. At Garve, take the A832 west 
to Gairloch. Six miles north of Gairloch is 
Poolewe. Pool House is there, by the bridge, 
where the river meets the sea. 


168 housetohome. co.uk/countryhomesandlnteriors 


FEATURE GLYN BROWN 




T Jim 
Lawbence 



HERITAGE 

COPPER 


THE NEW COLLECTION EROM JIM LAWRENCE 


Lighting & HOME 






f CALL ^ 

^01473 82693r 

FORA FREE 
BROCHURE 


Experience the full range at www.jim-lawrence.co.uk 
Call: 01473 826931 Visit our showroom; The Ironworks, Lady Lane, Hadleigh, Suffolk IP7 6BQ 




villanova.co.uk 

THE KOMO GROUP 


VILLA NOVA 


